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1:25; cf. 1S 40:8). With this assertion from the First Letter of Saint Peter, which takes up the words of

the Prophet Isaiah, we find ourselves before the mystery of God, who has made himself known through

the gift of his word. This word, which abides for ever, entered into time. God spoke his eternal Word

EOQOI ATT UN EEO 71 Of:14) Abds s Ak ghod HEIvATRIE i§ thejproclamation which has

come down the centuries to us today. The Twelfth Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops,
meeting in the Vatican from 5-26 October 2008, had as its theme: The Word of God in the Life and Mis-

sion of the ChurcHt was a profound experience of encounter with Christ, the Word of the Father, who

is present where two or three are gathered in his name (cf. Mt 18:20). With this Post-Synodal Apostolic
Exhortation I readily respond to the request of the Synod Fathers to make known to the whole People

of God the rich fruits which emerged from the synodal sessions and the recommendations which re-

sulted from our common endeavour.[1] Consequently, I intend to revisit the work of the Synod in the

light of its documents: the Lineamentg the Instrumentum Laboristhe Relationes anteand post discepta-
tionem, the texts of the interventions, both those delivered on the Synod floor and those presented in

written form, the reports of the smaller discussion groups, the Final Message to the People of God and,

above all, a number of specific proposals (Propositione3 which the Fathers considered especially sig-

T EAXAEAAT 68 Y1 OEEO xAU ) xEOE Oi DI ET O 166 AAOOA
in the life of the Church as a wellspring of constant renewal. At the same time [ express my hope that

the word will be ever more fully at the heart of every ecclesial activity.

That our joy may be complete

2. Before all else, [ would like to call to mind the beauty and pleasure of the renewed encounter with

the Lord Jesus which we experienced during the synodal assembly. In union with with the Synod Fa-
OEAOOh OEATh ) AAAOAOGO All OEA ZAEOEAEOI ET OEA
the eternal life which was with the Father and which was made manifest to us z that which we have

seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is
xEOE OEA &AOEAO AT A & IDOZE3). Ehk AposBelsdeakstdduodr@aringEseen® O 6
touching and looking upor{cf. 1 Jn1:1) the word of life, since life itself was made manifest in Christ.

Called to communion with God and among ourselves, we must proclaim this gift. From this kerygmatic
standpoint, the synodal assembly was a testimony, before the Church and before the world, to the im-
mense beauty of encountering the word of God in the communion of the Church. For this reason I en-
courage all the faithful to renew their personal and communal encounter with Christ, the word of life

made visible, and to become his heralds, so that the gift of divine life Z communion Z can spread ever
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more fully throughout the world. Indeed, sharing in the life of God, a Trinity of love, is complete joy(cf.
1Jnpdgtqs ! TA EO EO OEA #EOOAEB8O CEAO AT A O1 AGAAD
ter with the person of Christ, the Word of God in our midst. In a world which often feels that God is su-
PDAOEI O1 OO 10 A@OOAT AT 6O6h xA Al T £ZAOO xEOHN6B3LOAO
There is no greater priority than this: to enable the people of our time once more to encounter God, the

God who speaks to us and shares his love so that we might have life in abundance (cf. Jn10:10).

&Oi I O$AE 6AOAOGI 6 OI OEA 3UTTA 11 OEA 710A 1 &

3. With the Twelfth Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops on the Word of God, we were
conscious of dealing in a certain sense with the very heart of the Christian life, in continuity with the
previous synodal assemblyon4 EA %OAEAOEOO AO OEA 31 OOAA AT A 3C
Indeed, the Church is built upon the word of God; she is born from and lives by that word.[2] Through-

out its history, the People of God has always found strength in the word of God, and today too the ec-

clesial community grows by hearing, celebrating and studying that word. It must be acknowledged that

in recent decades ecclesial life has grown more sensitive to this theme, particularly with reference to
Christian revelation, the living Tradition and sacred Scripture. Beginning with the pontificate of Pope

Leo XIII, we can say that there has been a crescendo of interventions aimed at an increased awareness

of the importance of the word of God and the study of the Bible in the life of the Church,[3] culminating

in the Second Vatican Council and specifically in the promulgation of the Dogmatic Constitution on Di-

vine Revelation Dei Verbun8 4 EA T AOOAO OADPOAOGAT OAA A T EI AGOI I
OEAOO 8 AAET I x1 AACA xEOE COAOEOOAA OEA COAAO AA
HEOOAER i1 OEA AQGACAOEAAI h OEAI 1| CEAKeinfervedibgE OE OC
UAAOO EAOA Al Ol xEOT AOOAA A COT xEIT Gistéricalhor&dn AfOO |
OAOAI AGEIAEEG OO xEEAE *AOOO #EOEOO EO O AA AAETI
OEId 418 AAAE CAT AOAOEIT OEA #EOOAE O ARAAOGEI CI U b
revelation. Everything to do with his presence and his self-manifestation was involved in achieving

this: his words and works, signs and miracles, but above all his death and resurrection from the dead,

A N o~ A N =

AT A EET AT U EEO OATKBEIC T &Z# OEA 3PEOEO | £ OOOOES®

Everyone is aware of the great impulse which the Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbumgave to the re-

vival of interest in the word of God in the life of the Church, to theological reflection on divine revela-

OETT AT A O OEA OOOAU 1T &£# OAAOAA 3A0OEDPOOOASs )1 C
sued numerous statements on these questions.[8] By celebrating this Synod, the Church, conscious of

her continuing journey under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, felt called to further reflection on the
OEAT A T &£ "1 AG0 x1 OAh ET 1T OAAO Oi OAOEAx OEA EIE
the new challenges which the present time sets before Christian believers.

The Synod of Bishops on the Word of God

4. In the twelfth synodal assembly, Bishops from throughout the world gathered around the word of

God and symbolically placed the text of the Bible at the centre of the assembly, in order to stress anew
something we risk taking for granted in everyday life: the fact that God speaks and responds to our ques-
tions.[9] Together we listened to and celebrated the word of the Lord. We recounted to one another all

that the Lord is doing in the midst of the People of God, and we shared our hopes and concerns. All this

i AAA OO0 OAAI EUA OEAO xA AAT AAAPAT 100 OAI AOGEI I
Church, in mutual listening and acceptance. Hence our gratitude for the testimonies about the life of

the Church in different parts of the world which emerged from the various interventions on the floor. It

was also moving to hear the fraternal delegates, who accepted our invitation to take part in the synodal
meeting. I think in particular of the meditation offered to us by His Holiness Bartholomaios I, Ecumeni-

cal Patriarch of Constantinople, for which the Fathers expressed deep appreciation.[10] Furthermore,
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for the first time ever, the Synod of Bishops also invited a rabbi to offer us a precious witness on the
Hebrew Scriptures, which are also part of our own sacred Scriptures.[11]

)yl OEEO xAU xA xAOA AAIT A O AAETT x1I AACA xEOE EI
tecost today 7 in other words, the Church speaks in many tongues, and not only outwardly, in the sense

that all the great languages of the world are represented in her, but, more profoundly, inasmuch as

present within her are various ways of experiencing God and the world, a wealth of cultures, and only

in this way do we come to see the vastness of the human experience and, as a result, the vastness of the

xT OA | /] Wdwkre &so able to see an ongoing Pentecost; various peoples are still waiting for

the word of God to be proclaimed in their own language and in their own culture.

How can I fail to mention that throughout the Synod we were accompanied by the testimony of the

Apostle Paul! It was providential that the Twelfth Ordinary General Assembly took place during the

year dedicated to the great Apostle of the Nations on the two thousandth anniversary of his birth.

0AOI 60 T EEZA xAO Al i pPpl AOGAT U I AOEAA AU EEO UAAI A
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AU EEO OOEOOEIQ x] OAO AAT 6O EEO i EOOEIT AO A bC
B A 11&0r9:23); or, as he writes in the Letterto the Romang  O) Ai 11 O AOEAI AA T
DI xAO T &£ '"T A £ O OAlI OAOGETT O1 AOGAOU T1TA xEIT EAC

in the life and mission of the Church, we cannot but think of Saint Paul and his life spent in spreading
the message of salvation in Christ to all peoples.

A4EA 0OT 1T COA T &£ *TETB60 "1 O0PAI AO A COEAA

5. With this Apostolic Exhortation [ would like the work of the Synod to have a real effect on the life of

the Church: on our personal relationship with the sacred Scriptures, on their interpretation in the lit-

urgy and catechesis, and in scientific research, so that the Bible may not be simply a word from the

past, but a living and timely word. To accomplish this,  would like to present and develop the labours

of the Synod by making constant referencetothe 0 OT 1 T COA T AJIn:i-18]J, whdh malteOD A |
known to us the basis of our life: the Word, who from the beginning is with God, who became flesh and

who made his dwelling among us (cf. Jn1:14). This is a magnificent text, one which offers a synthesis of

the entire Christian faith. From his personal experience of having met and followed Christ, John, whom
OOAAEOQEIT EAAT OEAEAOC AO (Ipdotdhq cATE GrArEdpqi MR oxpEd) xih  * cArO
OAET Ouqg *AOOO EO OEA 7EOATI 1T &£ "T A ET AAOT[MOAR E
-AU *TETh xET OOAmO:HA hlsh help dsttofednOithedreast Af Eist (cf. IN13:25),

the source of the blood and water (cf.Jnp w o1 xEEAE AOA OUI AT1 O 1T &£ OE
ing the example of the Apostle John and the other inspired authors, may we allow ourselves to be led

by the Holy Spirit to an ever greater love of the word of God
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PART ONE

VERBUM DEI
O)1 OEA AACETTEIC xAO OEA 71 OAh
and the Word was with God,

éiA AOEA 71 OAAxA~c’> "1 A8
AT A OEA 71 OA AAAAIT A &I AOES®S
(In 1:1, 14)

The God Who Speaks
God in dialogue

6. The novelty of biblical revelation consists in the fact that God becomes known through the dialogue
which he desires to have with us.[14] The Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbunhad expressed this by ac-

E1ix1 AACETC OEAO OEA Ol OAAl i A O&OI I OEA &O61 11
AOEAT AOGh AT A 1 EOAO AilTi1c¢c OEAIh ET T OAAQS5@étweET OF
would not yet sufficiently grasp the message of the Prologue of Saint John if we stopped at the fact that

‘T A AT OAOO ETO1T 1T1TO0ETC AlTiiOTEIT xEOE 008 )1 OA

I AABdp djoq AT A xET DALAAAQR Z=OAOEA OAT A 77 QALIXET T
we realize that this is an allusion to the beginning of the book of Genesis (cf. Genl:1), we find ourselves

faced with a beginningwhich is absolute and which speaks to us of the inner life of God. The Johannine
Prologue makes us realize that the Logosis truly eternal, and from eternity is himself GodGod was

never without his Logos The Word exists before creation. Consequently at the heart of the divine life
OEAOA EO AT i1 OTETTh OEAOAINEW),bAcBdme Apisie teQshisEBB O 1
xEAOAR OEOO bPIETOEI ¢ O OOEA #EOEOOEAT EI ACA 1A
O E 1[18]&&d makes himself known to us as a mystery of infinite love in which the Father eternally

utters his Word in the Holy Spirit. Consequently the Word, who from the beginning is with God and is

God, reveals God himself in the dialogue of love between the divine persons, and invites us to share in

that love. Created in the image and likeness of the God who is love, we can thus understand ourselves

only in accepting the Word and in docility to the work of the Holy Spirit. In the light of the revelation

i AAA AU 'T A0 71 OAh OEA AT ECIi A T &£ OEA EOI AT ATlI1

The analogy of the word of God

7. In the light of these considerations, born of meditation on the Christian mystery expressed in the

Prologue of John, we now need to consider what the Synod Fathers affirmed about the different ways

ET xEEAE xA OPAAE 1T &£ OOEA xI OA T &£ '1A68 4EAU OE
xI OA AGPOAOOAA ET 1 Ol OE D[il7ATh«SHnddFdfhers pointdd olit thix kuk T E A
man language operates analogically in speaking of the word of God. In effect, this expression, while re-
AAOOET C GdomnuthicAtidr)alsOtAkks A a number of different meanings which need to be

carefully considered and related among themselves, from the standpoint both of theological reflection

and pastoral practice. As the Prologue of John clearly shows us, the Logosrefers in the first place to the
eternal Word, the only Son, begotten of the Father before all ages and consubstantial with him: the

word was with God, and the word was G6dOO OEEO OAI A 71 OAh 3AETX *1E
1:14); hence Jesus Christ, born of the Virgin Mary, is truly the Word of God who has become consub-

OOAT OEAI xEOE 008 4EOO0 OEA AgbOAOOEIT Oxi OA 1T &
nal Son of the Father, made man.

While the Christ event is at the heart of divine revelation, we also need to realize that creation itself,

the liber naturae, is an essential part of this symphony of many voices in which the one word is spoken.

We also profess our faith that God has spoken his word in salvation history; he has made his voice
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EAAOAN AU OEA PI xAO 1T £ EEO 3DPEQBIOIABAO KA ®AOEIOE A
throughout the history of salvation, and most fully in the mystery of the incarnation, death and resur-

rection of the Son of God. Then too, the word of God is that word preached by the Apostles in obedi-

AT AA Oi OEA AiiTi ATA T &£ OEA 2EO0AT *A0OOd O' i EIC
AOAAOMDPpgppQs 4EA xT OA T &£ '"T A EO OEOO EAT AAA 11
word of God, attested and divinely inspired, is sacred Scripture, the Old and New Testaments. All this

helps us to see that, while in the Church we greatly venerate the sacred Scriptures, the Christian faith is
1T7T0 A OGOAITECEIT 1T A& OEA AiTEdd #EOEOOEATEOU EO C
x] OAh AOO 1T £ OEA EI1 [ANQihsdy@hly thd S&iptir&iidbe grocldimed, Adard,

read, received and experienced as the word of God, in the stream of the apostolic Tradition from which

itis inseparable.[20]

10O OEA 3UTT A &AOEAOO OOAOAAh OEA A@GDOAOGOEITT OxIi
aware of this. The faithful need to be better helped to grasp the different meanings of the expression,

but also to understand its unitary sense. From the theological standpoint too, there is a need for fur-

OEAO OOOAU 1T &£ Ei x OEA AEEEAOAT O T AATET CO 1T £ OEE
plan and, within it, the centrality of the person of Christ, may shine forth more clearly.[21]

The cosmic dimension of the word

8. When we consider the basic meaning of the word of God as a reference to the eternal Word of God

made flesh, the one Saviour and mediator between God and humanity,[22] and we listen to this word,

we are led by the biblical revelation to see that it is the foundation of all reality. The Prologue of Saint

John says of the divine Logoi OEAO OAlI 1 OEET CO xAOA T AAA OEOT Oc¢
OEET ¢ I AAA OBM:Q); andindhe Lehehth the GolossianE O EO OAEA 1-Wam# EO
I £ A1l AOAAOGEITO6 jpdgpuqh OEAO OAlIl OEET CO xAOA
Letter to the Hebrews EEAxEOA OOAOAO OEAO OAU EZAEOE xA OT A}
xI OA T &£ '"TAh Ol OEAO xEAO EO OAAT xAO I AAA 1060

For us, this proclamation is a word of freedom. Scripture tells us that everything that exists does not

exist by chance but is willed by God and part of his plan, at whose center is the invitation to partake, in

Christ, in the divine life. Creation is born of the Logosand indelibly bears the mark of the creative Rea-

son which orders and directs;itvithjoy-£E1 1| AA- AAOOAET OU OEA DPOAI I O OE

EAAGAT O xAOA T AAAR AT A Al 1l OERSE®D] &q P OATAA OEARE TAK
EO AAT A OiF AAN EA Al iPdoloiprds ATIA EOOA AQGEAUA A4 BAOE
EAAOAT O AOA QAT T ETC OEA cCciToOU 1T &£ ' PeIABIMASSODE A A

cred Scripture itself invites us to acknowledge the Creator by contemplating his creation (cf. Wis13:5;
Rom1:19-20). The tradition of Christian thought has developed this key element of the symphony of

the word, as when, for example, Saint Bonaventure, who in the great tradition of the Greek Fathers

sees all the possibilities of creation present in the Logos[23] OOAOA O OEAO OAOAOU AC
T Ah OET AA E ©4]8He DoBrhafAcEEdnSitutioh Bed\&rbumsynthesized this datum when

EO OOAOAA OEAO O' T Ah xEIT AOAAOAII:3) brévidds tohsh @O A O
AAT AA T £ EEI OAl m2#T AOAAOAA OAAI EOEAOGGH S

The creation of man

9. Reality, then is born of the word, as creatura Verbj and everything is called to serve the word. Crea-

tion is the setting in which the entire history of the love between God and his creation develops; hence
human salvation is the reason underlying everything. Contemplating the cosmos from the perspective

of salvation history, we come to realize the unique and singular position occupied by man in creation:
O'T A AOAAOGAA 1T AT ET EEO 1 x1 EIACcCAh ET OEA EI AcCA
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O E A iGén1:27). This enables us to acknowledge fully the precious gifts received from the Creator:

the value of our body, the gift of reason, freedom and conscience. Here too we discover what the phi-

1 7TO01 PEEAAI OOAAEOEI2b]) AARIEEAAOEA ORDBAOOAEODI Ax 0o &AE
T AOO AT A O OAODI T OEAEI EOU EAO |[OFdhdthugdbdddelliAdA A |
Saint Thomas Aquinas says, this principle is the basis of all the other precepts of the natural law.[28]
Listening to the word of God leads us first and foremost to value the need to live in accordance with

OEEO 1 Ax Ox OEOOAT Rom2:15;&:03).]8d] JesksAki€ hén@ives nfaEshd the new

law, the law of the Gospel, which takes up and eminently fulfils the natural law, setting us free from the

1 Ax T /£ OETh AO A OAOGOI O T £/ xEEAEh AO 3AERo® 0AOI
7:18). It likewise enables men and women, through grace, to share in the divine life and to overcome

their selfishness.[30]

The realism of the word

pm8 4EIT OA xET ETiTx '"TABO0 x1 OA A1 O ETT x EOI1TU C
Ol CAOEAOGOG ET OEA 11 A <cd&f17)EHen tivde AEbu@dtheik lives ondE ET CO6
word build in a truly sound and lasting way. The word of God makes us change our concept of realism:

the realist is the one who recognizes in the word of God the foundation of all things.[31] This realism is
particularly needed in our own time, when many things in which we trust for building our lives, things

in which we are tempted to put our hopes, prove ephemeral. Possessions, pleasure and power show
themselves sooner or later to be incapable of fulfilling the deepest yearnings of the human heart. In

building our lives we need solid foundations which will endure when human certainties fail. Truly,

OET AA O& O AOGAOR / , 1 OAh Ui 6O xiI OA EO AEOI |1 U EE
OAT AOGOAOG O1 APs119:89-80), dHOdd Builds i éhis yord builds the house of his life on
rock (cEMtx ¢t g8 - AU 1T 60 EAAOO AA AAT A O OAU O1T ' 142
ET PA ET UPsD10:114)] adlAlike Sgint Peter, may we entrust ourselves in our daily actions to
OEA , 1T O0A *A0OOOGg O! O Ul OAk»5H.0OA ) xEI 1 1 AO Al x1 G

Christology of the word

11. From this glimpse at all reality as the handiwork of the Blessed Trinity through the divine Word,

we can understand the statement made by the author of the Letter to the Hebrewg, OET [ AT U A
ous ways God spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets; but in these last days he has spoken to us by

A 37iTh xETT EA ADbbi ET OAA OEA EAEO 1T &£ All 2DEET CC
very beautiful to see how the entire Old Testament already appears to us as a history in which God

AT 11 O1 EAAOAO EEO x1 OAd ET AAAAiGen(bA) and, Evfough Mo T AT C

with the race of Israel (cf. Ex24:8), he gained a people for himself, and to them he revealed himself in

words and deeds as the one, living and true God. It was his plan that Israel might learn by experience

'T A0 xAUO xEOE EOI ATEOU AT Ah AU 1 EOOATETI ¢ Oi C
might gradually understand his ways more fully and more clearly, and make them more widely known
among the nations (cf. Ps21:28-29; 95:1-3; Is 2:1-4; Jerc d, p j32] 6 8

4EEO OAITAAOGAAT OEITo T A "I A EO AAAI I DI EOEAA 0OOC
71T OAh AGDPOAOOAA ET AOAAOEIT AT A ATii Ol EAAOAA EI
x T | AGal4:4j). Here the word finds expression not primarily in discourse, concepts or rules. Here

we are set before the very person of Jesus. His unique and singular history is the definitive word which

T A OPAAEO O EOI ATEOU8s 7A AAT OAAh OEATh xEU C
a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a definitive

A E O A ADFEThd céngant renewal of this encounter and this awareness fills the hearts of believers
xEOE AiI AUAIT AT O AO "1 A80 ET EOEAOEOAR xEEAE EOI Al
1T AOGAO EAOA AOCAAI O T &#8 7A AOA OPAAEET C T &£ Al OIE
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xT OA AAAAT A £ AOE Ji:14a). Ahesd Wodds dkd nb figGe of3fedch; fhey point to

A 1 EOCAA AobAOEAT AAA 3AET O *TEIT h AT AUAXxEOTI AOOh
311 EOiT I OEA &AOEAOBNLAO) The aposolicFairihtdstifiesAhbthhe dleth@ OE 6
Word became one of us. The divine Wordis truly expressed in human words

pc8 4EA DPAOOEOOEA AT A 1 AAEAOAT OOAAEOEITTh ET Al
evocative expression: the word wasGbbreviatedb[84] 04 EA &AOEAOO 1T £ OEA #E O«
translation of the Old Testament a passage from the prophet Isaiah that Saint Paul also quotes in order

Ol OEix Eix "TABO 1TAx xAUO EAA Al OAAAU AAAT A& C
Lord made his word short, he abbreviated it' (Is10:23; Romwd, c ¢y q 8 4EA 3711 EEI OA
Logos the eternal word became small Z small enough to fit into a manger. He became a child, so that

OEA xT OA AT Ol A [FFANovCthrAvar®idnat sidply a@iblé; 8ot only does it have a

voice now the word has a face one which we can see: that of Jesus of Nazareth.[36]

2RAAAET ¢ OEA '1 OPAI AAAT O1 0O6h xA OAA Ei x *AO0OO0S
with regard to the word of God. In his perfect humanity he does the will of the Father at all times; Jesus
hears his voice and obeys it with his entire being; he knows the Father and he keeps his word (cf. Jn

8:55); he speaks to us of what the Father has told him (cf. Jn12:50); I have given them the words which

UT O ¢C A Qf17:9). fesus thus shows that he is the divine Logoswhich is given to us, but at the

same time the new Adam, the true man, who unfailingly does not his own will but that of the Father. He

OET AOAAGAA ET xEOATI AT A ET OO0AKXSY)AMa peifectwayEhe A C
hears, embodies and communicates to us the word of God (cf. Lk 5:1).

*AOOO6 1 EOOETT EO Ol OEi AGAT U &EOI £E11 AA ET OEA E
OEA ADCo@p ¢wid8 4EA x1 OA EO I OOAAN EO AAATIT AO 11«
holding back nothing of what it had to tell us. The Fathers of the Church, in pondering this mystery, at-
OOEAOOAA OiF OEA -1TOEAO T A&# 'IT A OEEO O1 OAEET ¢ DPEC
every creature which speaks, lifeless are the eyes of the one at whose word and whose nod all living
OEET COBII HBABSOEAD OCOAAOAOS 11 OAR OEA Jnisd® isx EEA

truly shared with us.

In this great mystery Jesus is revealed as the word of the new and everlasting covenawtivine freedom

and human freedom have definitively met in his crucified flesh, in an indissoluble and eternally valid

AT i PAAO8 *AOOO EEI OAl £#n AO OEA , AOO 30PPAONK EI
1 AOOET ¢ AT OAT AT 06 ET OWR6ISMRBH2DIXEZ2(Q), and fhovis RidselA | 1
to be the true sacrificial Lamb who brings about our definitive liberation from slavery.[38]

In the most luminous mystery of the resurrection, this silence of the word is shown in its authentic and
definitive meaning. Christ, the incarnate, crucified and risen Word of God, is Lord of all things; he is the

victor, the Pantocrator, and so all things are gathered up forever in him (cf. Eph1:10). Christ is thus

OOEA 1 ECEO Jiysg p@Eh >OEAR A&E GEO x EE Arf:5)0r which he@larle T O
ness has not overcome (cf. Jn1:5). Here we come to understand fully the meaning of the words of
Psam119, 091 6O xiI OA EO A 1 AIi D O 10U HAAO AT A A 1 E
finitive light to our path. From the beginning, Christians realized that in Christ the word of God is pre-

sent as a person. The word of God is the true light which men and women need. In the resurrection the

Son of God truly emerged as the light of the world. Now, by living with him and in him, we can live in

the light.

po8 (AOAnh AO OEA EAAOOh AO EO xAOAh T &£ OEA O#EC
the divine plan in the incarnate Word: the New Testament thus presents the paschal mystery as being
in accordance with the sacred Scriptures and as their deepest fulfillment. Saint Paul, in the First Letter
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to the Corinthianh O OAOAO OEAO *AOOO #EOEOO AEAA A O 100

AT A OEAO EA OI OA 11 OEA OEEOA AAU OET AAAT OAAT A
OEA AOAT O i #/ OEA ,1 0OA60 AAAOE AT A OAOOOOAAOEII
ple. Indeed, he shows us that from that event history receives its inner logic and its true meaning. In

OEA PAOAEAI [ UOOAOU OOEA x1 OAO 1T £ 3AOEDPOOOAG AC
OET AAAT OAAT AA xEOE OEA 3 Adydsonomid hgixithe Betth oAdhris® O AT C
OAOOEZEAO OEAO OEA xT OA 1T &£ '1T A AAAABASIKEy, hé OCE I
OAOOOOAAOQETT T &£ *AOOO OAEAO pi AAA OI1T OEA OEEOA

lief held that decay set in after the third day, the word of Scripture is fulfilled in Jesus who rises incor-

rupt. Thus Saint Paul, faithfully handing on the teaching of the Apostles (cf. 1 Cor15:3), stresses that
#EOEOOGO OEAOI OU | OAO AAAOE OITE DPI AAA OEOI OGE
power brings hope and joy: this, in a word, is the liberating content of the paschal revelation. At Easter,

God reveals himself and the power of the trinitarian love which shatters the baneful powers of evil and
death.

Calling to mind these essential elements of our faith, we can contemplate the profound unity in Christ
between creation, the new creation and all salvation history. To use an example, we can compare the

AT O1 T O OlzGahileoGifudelf uked this examplezAT A AT 1 OEAAO EO AO OOE/
AoDOAOGOAOG EEI OAl £ OEOT OCE OEA OOUIPEITUS T &£ AOA
xEAO x1 O1 A AA AAT 1T AA ET | OOEAAT OAOI O A OOil16h
EO Oi EI Bl OOAT O OEAO OEA T AATEIC 1T &£/ OEA AT OEOA
recapitulates in himself earth and heaven, creation and the Creator, flesh and Spirit. He is the centre of

OEA AT OiT O ATA T &£ EEOOI OUh &£ O ET EEI AJkd OAOCA

The eschatological dimension of the word of God

14. In all of this, the Church gives voice to her awareness that with Jesus Christ she stands before the

AREET EOEOA xi1 OA | £ ' 1 A®RevEIR). He s gh@ErdatiofEmOKsry birA OF
AAEET EOEOA T AATET ¢Ccn AT A EATAA xA AOA AAI1AA Oi
I'TCEAAT OEUOEI 1T &£ OEA x1 OAn OOEOO OEA #EOEOOEAI

nant, will never pass away; and no new public revelation is to be expected before the glorious manifes-
tation of our Lord Jesus Christ (cf. 1 Tim6:14 and Tit ¢ d, p o0 lhd:ed, as the Fathers noted during

S N~z sz A 2z oA

OEA 3UTT Ah OEA OOT ENOGAT AOO T £ #EOEOOEAT EOU EO i

OETT T A& OAOAI AGEiITh OEA AOI AEI T AT O T £ 'TA30 DOI
ATA "TA8 (A xEI OEADLAWVAAEO TGEAITII<AM AAAEMEOEOA
B3AET O *TET T &£ OEA #01 00 AGDPOAOOAO OEEO OOOOE i A

(for he possesses no other), he spoke everything at once in this sole word Z and he has no more to

OAU8 AAAAOOA xEAO EA Obi EA AAEI OA O OEA DOl PER
All who is his Son. Any person questioning God or desiring some vision or revelation would be guilty

not only of foolish behaviour but also of offending him, by not fixing his eyes entirely on Christ and by

Il EOET ¢ xEOE OEA AAOEGA &£ O Oi T A 1T OEAO 117 OAl OUd 8

#1171 OANOAT 61 U OEA 33Ul T A PTETOAA O OEA TAAA O1 C
DOEOAOA QADAEIARETdIGA OEO 110 O OAITiI Pl AOGAS #EO
i TOA £O01I1T U AU EO EIT [4&] TAAMOH frivateDede@tfiohshs esbedially GO 1 O L
ent from that of the one public revelation: the latter demands faith; in it God himself speaks to us

through human words and the mediation of the living community of the Church. The criterion for judg-

ing the truth of a private revelation is its orientation to Christ himself. If it leads us away from him,

then it certainly does not come from the Holy Spirit, who guides us more deeply into the Gospel, and

not away from it. Private revelation is an aid to this faith, and it demonstrates its credibility precisely

because it refers back to the one public revelation. Ecclesiastical approval of a private revelation essen-
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tially means that its message contains nothing contrary to faith and morals; it is licit to make it public
and the faithful are authorized to give to it their prudent adhesion. A private revelation can introduce
new emphases, give rise to new forms of piety, or deepen older ones. It can have a certain prophetic
character (cf. 1 Th5:19-21) and can be a valuable aid for better understanding and living the Gospel at
a certain time; consequently it should not be treated lightly. It is a help which is proffered, but its use is
not obligatory. In any event, it must be a matter of nourishing faith, hope and love, which are for every-
one the permanent path of salvation.[46]

The word of God and the Holy Spirit

puv8 ! £AOAO OA &I AAGET ¢ 11T "T A0 &£ET AT AT A AAEET EC
sion of the Holy Spirit in relation to the divine word. In fact there can be no authentic understanding of
#EOEOOEAT OAOAI AGET 1T APAOO A#Oi i OEA AAOEOEOU 1 4

communication always involves the relationship of the Son and the Holy Spirit, whom Irenaeus of Ly-
ITO0 OAEAOO O AO OOHA]sfred Scripthrk ifsdlf speaks of Ghie preseck ¥ thdh O 6 8
Holy Spirit in salvation history and particularly in the life of Jesus: he was conceived of the Virgin Mary
by the power of the Holy Spirit (cf. Mt 1:18; Lk 1:35); at the beginning of his public mission, on the
banks of the Jordan, he sees the Holy Spirit descend on him in the form of a dove (cf. Mt 3:16); in this
same Spirit Jesus acts, speaks and rejoices (cf. Lk 10:21); and in the Spirit he offers himself up (cf. Heb
9:14). As his mission draws to an end, according to the account of Saint John, Jesus himself clearly re-
lates the giving of his life to the sending of the Spirit upon those who belong to him (cf. Jn16:7). The
Risen Jesus, bearing in his flesh the signs of the passion, then pours out the Spirit (cf. Jn20:22), making
his disciples sharers in his own mission (cf. Jn20:21). The Holy Spirit was to teach the disciples all
things and bring to their remembrance all that Christ had said (cf. Jn14:26), since he, the Spirit of
Truth (cf. Jn15:26) will guide the disciples into all the truth (cf. IJn16:13). Finally, in the Acts of the
Apostleswe read that the Spirit descended on the Twelve gathered in prayer with Mary on the day of
Pentecost (cf. 2:1-4), and impelled them to take up the mission of proclaiming to all peoples the Good
News.[48]

The word of God is thus expressed in human words thanks to the working of the Holy Spirit. The mis-
sions of the Son and the Holy Spirit are inseparable and constitute a single economy of salvation. The
same Spirit who acts in the incarnation of the Word in the womb of the Virgin Mary is the Spirit who
guides Jesus throughout his mission and is promised to the disciples. The same Spirit who spoke
through the prophets sustains and inspires the Church in her task of proclaiming the word of God and
in the preaching of the Apostles; finally, it is this Spirit who inspires the authors of sacred Scripture.

16. Conscious of this pneumatological horizon, the Synod Fathers highlighted the importance of the

(TTU 3PEOEOSO x1 OE ET OEA TEZA 1T £ OEA #EOOAE Al
[49]x EOET 66 OEA AEAEAAAET OO0 ini40E, hk Words oftheQé&rdcan@cd e E O E
Ol AAOOGOI T A8 'O 3AET O ) OAT AAOO OOAOAOG O4ET OA xE
bosom of their mother [the Church] the food of life; they receive nothing from the purest fountain that

Al T xO0 AOT 1 OE K0] At ds the worl of ded eome€3 €@ @is8n the body of Christ, in his Eu-
charistic body and in the body of the Scriptures, through the working of the Holy Spirit, so too it can

only be truly received and understood through that same Spirit.

The great writers of the Christian tradition speak unanimously of the place of the Holy Spirit in the re-
lationship which believers are to have with the Scriptures. Saint John Chrysostom states that Scripture
Ol AAAO OEA OAOAI AGET1T 1T &£ OEA 3PEOEOh O OEAO AL
OEAOAET h xA AAT OAAIB AEA@ AARIOD | RATEDAE GERA& EOA A£E (
AT T A O Al OT AAOOOAI AETC i £ 3A0EDOOOA xEOBIOO G
Saint Gregory the Great nicely emphasizes the work of the Spirit in the formation and interpretation of
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OEA "EAI Ad O(A EEIi OAl £ AOAAOCAA OEA xi OAO 1 £ OEA
[53]2 EAEAOA 1T £ 3AET O 6EAOI O PIEIT OO 10600 OEAO xA 1A4

Spirit, in order to understand the sacred text.[54

Here too I would like to emphasize the very significant witness to the relationship between the Holy

Spirit and Scripture which we find in the texts of the liturgy, where the word of God is proclaimed,

heard and explained to the faithful. We find a witness to this in the ancient prayers which in the form

I £/ A1 APEAI AOEO EIT Ol EA OEA 3PEOEO AAE OA OEA bC
into our hearts and make us understand the Scriptures which he has inspired; and grant that I may in-
OAOPOAO OEAI x1 OOEEI Uh O OEAO OEA EAEOEA&EOI AOC
xEEAEh AO OEA AT A 1T &£ OEA EITEI UR ACAET AOGE 'TA
3AOET 008 xA EiIiBPITOA Ul O &£ O OEEO PAT PI Ag OAT A C
visit them, speak to the minds of all, dispose their hearts to faith and lead our souls to you, God of mer-

A E ASO|d1ds makes it clear that we cannot come to understand the meaning of the word unless we

are open to the working of the Paraclete in the Church and in the hearts of believers.

Tradition and Scripture

17. In reaffirming the profound connection between the Holy Spirit and the word of God, we have also

laid the basis for an understanding of the significance and the decisive value of the living Tradition and

OEA OAAOAA 3AOEDPOOOAOG ET OEA #EOOAES8 )1 AAAAh OE
37 1Jcdpoqh OEA AEOEI A xi OAR OPI EAT E1 OEI Ah EO
tive way, so that the proclamation of salvation can be communicated effectively in every time and

place. As the Dogmatic Constitution Dei VerbunOAT ET AO OOh *AOOO #EOEOO E
Apostles to preach the Gospel Z promised beforehand by the prophets, fulfilled in his own person and
promulgated by his own lips Z to all as the source of all saving truth and moral law, communicating

'T A0 CEAOO OI OEAiI 8 4EEO xAO EAAEOEAOI 1 U AAOOEA
by oral preaching, by their example, by their ordinances, what they themselves had received Z whether

from the lips of Christ, from his way of life and his works, or by coming to know it through the prompt-

ing of the Holy Spirit; it was carried out by those Apostles and others associated with them who, under

OEA ET OPEOAOEIT 1T &£ OEA OAI A (iI1U 3PEOE@h AT iiEC
The Second Vatican Council also states that this Tradition of apostolic origin is a living and dynamic

OAAl EOUg EO Oi AEAO DPOT COAOO ET OEA #EOOAEh xEOE
AEAT CAO ET EOO OOOOEh xEEAE EO DPAOATTEAI 8 2AO0EA
xI OAO OEAO AOA AAET ¢ PAOOAA T116h OEOI OCE AT 1 OAIi
AARAPAO OPEOEOOAT AopAOEAT AR AT A AU OEA OPOAAAEE
EAOA OAAAEOAA OEA [OI0OOA AEAOEOI 1 &# OOOOEO6S8

The living Tradition is essential for enabling the Church to grow through time in the understanding of
OEA OOOOE OAOGAAT AA ET OEA 3AOEDOOOAON ET AAARAAR C
cred books is known to the Church and the holy Scriptures themselves are more thoroughly under-

OO0I T A ATA AT 1 O00ATOI U |1 AAA AEEAAOEOA ET OEA #EOC

Ultimately, it is the living Tradition of the Church which makes us adequately understand sacred Scrip-
ture as the word of God. Although the word of God precedes and exceeds sacred Scripture, nonetheless
Scripture, as inspired by God, contains the divine word (cf.2 Timo d,p ¢ Q@ OET AT Al Ol CA

[59]
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18. We see clearly, then, how important it is for the People of God to be properly taught and trained to
AppOl AAE OEA OAAOAA 3AOEDPOOOAO ET OAI AOGEIT 0O1 C
the very word of God. Fostering such an approach in the faithful is very important from the standpoint

of the spiritual life. Here it might be helpful to recall the analogy drawn by the Fathers of the Church
AAOxAAT OEA xT OA T &£ '1T A xEEAE AAAAI A [DFhedDGES Al
matic Constitution Dei Verbumtakes up this ancient tradition which holds, as Saint Ambrose says,[61]
OEAO OOEA AT AU 1T &£ OEA 3117 EO OEA 3AOEDPOOOA xEEAX
expressed in human language, are in every way like human speech, just as the word of the eternal Fa-
OEAOh xEAT EA OITTE 11 EEI OAl £ OEA xAAWherEinddOE 1 A
stood in this way, sacred Scripture presents itself to us, in the variety of its many forms and content, as

A OET CI A OAAT EOUS )1 AAAAh OOEOI OCE All OEA xI1 OA
his one utterance, in whom he expresses himself completely (cf. Heb1:1-0 &38Saint Augustine had

Al OAAAU 1T AAA OEA DPIET O Al AAOI Ug O2A1T ATl AAO OEAO
OAAOAA 3AOEDPOOOAR AT A TTA AITTA EO OEA x[6@A xEE

In short, by the work of the Holy Spirit and under the guidance of the magisterium, the Church hands
on to every generation all that has been revealed in Christ. The Church lives in the certainty that her
Lord, who spoke in the past, continues today to communicate his word in her living Tradition and in
sacred Scripture. Indeed, the word of God is given to us in sacred Scripture as an inspired testimony to

N~ o~ N o~ N o

OAOAT AGET I N Oi CAOEAO xEOE OEA #EOOAESO | BOHEI C 4
Sacred Scripture, inspiration and truth

19. A key concept for understanding the sacred text as the word of God in human words is certainly

that of inspiration. Here too we can suggest an analogy: as the word of God became flesh by the power

of the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Virgin Mary, so sacred Scripture is born from the womb of the
#EOOAE AU OEA PI xAO 1T £ OEA OAIi A 3PEOEO8 3AAO0AA
OEA ET OPEOAOGEIT 1[66]iInhisOvEyAne tetognlies BdrE]l Oupddtanse of the human au-

thor who wrote the inspired texts and, at the same time, God himself as the true author.

As the Synod Fathers affirmed, the theme of inspiration is clearly decisive for an adequate approach to
the Scriptures and their correct interpretation,[67] which for its part is to be done in the same Spirit in
whom the sacred texts were written.[68] Whenever our awareness of its inspiration grows weak, we
risk reading Scripture as an object of historical curiosity and not as the work of the Holy Spirit in which
we can hear the Lord himself speak and recognize his presence in history.

The Synod Fathers also stressed the link between the theme of inspiration and that of the truth of the
Scriptures[69] A deeper study of the process of inspiration will doubtless lead to a greater understand-
ETcC T £/ OEA OOOOE Ai 1T OAET AA ET OEA OAAOAA AT 1T EOS
OPEOAA AT TEO OAAAE OEA OOOOEQg OOET AAh OEAOAA&E OR
should be regarded as affirmed by the Holy Spirit, we must acknowledge that the books of Scripture

firmly, faithfully and without error, teach that truth which God, for the sake of our salvation, wished to

OAA AT 1T EEAAA O OEA OAAOAA 3AOEDOOOAOG8 4EOOHh OA
for reproof, for correction and for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be proficient,

ANOCEDPPAA A& O ADThGUe-pQ N A #i AOEFO6 g

Certainly theological reflection has always considered inspiration and truth as two key concepts for an
ecclesial hermeneutic of the sacred Scriptures. Nonetheless, one must acknowledge the need today for
a fuller and more adequate study of these realities, in order better to respond to the need to interpret
the sacred texts in accordance with their nature. Here I would express my fervent hope that research
in this field will progress and bear fruit both for biblical science and for the spiritual life of the faithful.
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God the Father, source and origin of the word

¢cn8 4EA AATTTTU T A£ OAOGAI AOGEIT EAO EOO AACEITETC
xAOA T AAAh AT A All OEAEO BEboQods POAEAOCEAOKEI AE
I £ OEA ET1T x1 AACA 1T £ OEA C200@6 cfiMmBe6:17iLk9:@L OEA EAA

)T  OE Rog&sil A AA OF]1 hDIB)YHwhé cAnfESo accomplish the will of the one who sent him

(cf. IJn4:34), God, the source of revelation, reveals himself as Father and brings to completion the di-

vine pedagogy which had previously been carried out through the words of the prophets and the won-
drous deeds accomplished in creation and in the history of his people and all mankind. The revelation

I £ '1T A OEA &AOEAO AOI i ET AOA QInRiil6), h&Shiritdfithe BatBer n& A£O
OEA 3i11Th xEIT COEAAON®B). OET O Ail OEA OOOOE6 j
11T "TABO POT i EOAO £EET A2 COENEMen Ddvo@dn ar&thus énadbled®d  # E
set out on the way that leads to the Father (cf.Jnp 1t 9 Qh O1 OEAO ET OEA AT A
AOGAOUI1L CoAlb:28].

21. As the cross of Christ demonstrates, God also speaks by his silence. The silence of God, the experi-

ence of the distance of the almighty Father, is a decisive stage in the earthly journey of the Son of God,

the incarnate Word. Hanging from the wood of the cross, he lamented the suffering caused by that si-

1 AT AAd O-U "T Ah 1T U ' 1 Ah MkBEB4 NtATLA). AtvhnGng ElobodrAcEtA T |
}}is'vgry la’stAbrea:ch,‘ in the'obsc'uritz ofA death, Jesus c'all’ed’upon thq FathAer‘. He coznme‘nded him’self to A
EEIi AO OEA 1 1TTATO 1T £/ PAOOACAh OEOIT OCE AAAOEhRh Ol

6D E QE28:86). |

AEEO AODPAOEAT AA T £ »AOOO OA&EI AAOO OEA OEOOAOQET I
word, must also confront his silence. This has been the experience of countless saints and mystics, and
AOGAT OI AAu EO PAOO 1T £/ OEA EIT OOT AU T &£ I ATu AAI ER
moments of darkness, he speaks through the mystery of his silence. Hence, in the dynamic of Christian
revelation, silence appears as an important expression of the word of God.

Our Response To The God Who Speaks
Called to the covenant with God

22. By emphasizing the many forms of the word, we have been able to contemplate the number of

ways in which God speaks to and encounters men and women, making himself known in dialogue. Cer-
OAET 1 Uh AO OEA 3UTT A &AOEAOO OOAOGAAR OAEpkimdcyC OAh
I £ OEA x1T OA 1T £ ' I[7A] TheAnpstork 6 hACAverant expreisesdhds relationship

between God who calls man with his word, and man who responds, albeit making clear that it is not a

matter of a meeting of two peers; what we call the Old and New Covenant is not a contract between

two equal parties, but a pure gift of God. By this gift of his love God bridges every distance and truly

i AEAO OO EEO OPAOOT AobGoh ET 1T OAAO OF AOET ¢ AAIC
Church. In this vision every man and woman appears as someone to whom the word speaks, chal-

lenges and calls to enter this dialogue of love through a free response. Each of us is thus enabled by

God to hear and respondo his word. We were created in the word and we live in the word; we cannot
understand ourselves unless we are open to this dialogue. The word of God discloses the filial and rela-

tional nature of human existence. We are indeed called by grace to be conformed to Christ, the Son of

the Father, and, in him, to be transformed.

God hears us and responds to our questions
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23. In this dialogue with God we come to understand ourselves and we discover an answer to our
EAAOO8O AAAPAOO NOAOOEIT O8 4EA xT OA T &£ 'IT A ET A
desires, but rather illuminates them, purifies them and brings them to fulfilment. How important it is

for our time to discover that God alone responds to the yearning present in the heart of every man and
woman!Sad to say, in our days, and in the West, there is a widespread notion that God is extraneous to

PAiI DI A6O 1 EOAO AT A pOT Al Ai bh AT A OEAO EEO OAOU
entire economy of salvation demonstrates that God speaks and acts in history for our good and our in-

tegral salvation. Thus it is decisive, from the pastoral standpoint, to present the word of God in its ca-

pacity to enter into dialogue with the everyday problems which people face. Jesus himself says that he

came that we might have life in abundance (cf. Jn10:10). Consequently, we need to make every effort

to share the word of God as an openness to our problems, a response to our questions, a broadening of

I 60 OAlI OAO AT A OEA &EO1I E£FEI T AT O T &£ 100 AOPEOAOEI I
clearly how God listens to our need and our plea for help. As Saint Bonaventure says in the Brevilo-

quumg, O4EA A£OOEO 1T £ OAAOAA 3AOEDPOOOA EO 110 AT U
ness. Sacred Scripture is the book containing the words of eternal life, so that we may not only believe
ETh AOO Al O Bl OOAOO AOAOT Al 1T EZAh EI xEEAR] xA

In dialogue with God through his words

24. The word of God draws each of us into a conversation with the Lord: the God who speaks teaches
us how to speak to him. Here we naturally think of the Book of Psalmsvhere God gives us words to
speak to him, to place our lives before him, and thus to make life itself a path to God.[73] In the Psalms
we find expressed every possible human feeling set masterfully in the sight of God; joy and pain, dis-
tress and hope, fear and trepidation: here all find expression. Along with the Psalms we think too of the
many other passages of sacred Scripture which express our turning to God in intercessory prayer (cf.
Ex33:12-16), in exultant songs of victory (cf. ExX15) or in sorrow at the difficulties experienced in car-
rying out our mission (cf. Jer20:7-p yq8 )1 OEEO xAU 1 060 x1 OA O1 ' 1A
ing the dialogical nature of all Christian revelation,[74] and our whole existence becomes a dialogue
with the God who speaks and listens, who calls us and gives direction to our lives. Here the word of
God reveals that our entire life is under the divine call.[75]

The word of God and faith

cu8 OO4EA 1 ARAREIAR6AARONKS; 2AAH0SH Pmugt be our response to God who
OAOGAAI 68 "U ZEAEOE 11T A A£OAAT U ATITEOO 11AO0AI £ Al
xEIlT O "TA xEI OAOAAI 08 AT A xEI | E7€Intheséw®@@skHe OE 1
Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbumgave precise expression to the stance which we must have with re-

gard to God. The proper human response to the God who speaks isdaitht AOA x A OAA Al A
der to accept revelation, man must open his mind and heart to the working of the Holy Spirit who en-

AAI AO EEI Oi O1 AAOOOAT A OEA xi OA[7i] Ubs thelprachin@dk OAT C
the divine word, in fact, which gives rise to faith, whereby we give our heartfelt assent to the truth
xEEAE EAO AAAT OAOAAT AA OI OO0 AT A xA ATiTEO TO0C
EAAOAh AT A xEAO EO EAAOA FomioAD. THE®Nolk his@Ey Af salvdtiGhA 1 A
progressively demonstrates this profound bond between the word of God and the faith which arises

from an encounter with Christ. Faith thus takes shape as an encounter with a person to whom we en-

trust our whole life. Christ Jesus remains present today in history, in his body which is the Church; for

this reason our act of faith is at once both personal and ecclesial.
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Sin as a refusal to hear the word of God

26. The word of God also inevitably reveals the tragic possibility that human freedom can withdraw
from this covenant dialogue with God for which we were created. The divine word also discloses the
sin that lurks in the human heart. Quite frequently in both the Old and in the New Testament, we find
sin described as a refusal to hear the wordas a breaking of the covenanind thus as being closed to
God who calls us to communion with himself.[78]3 AAOAA 3 AOEDOOOA OEI xO ET
disobedience and refusal to hear. The radical obedience of Jesus even to his death on the cross (cf. Phil
2:8) completely unmasks this sin. His obedience brings about the New Covenant between God and
man, and grants us the possibility of reconciliation. Jesus was sent by the Father as a sacrifice of atone-
ment for our sins and for those of the whole world (cf. 1 Jn2:2; 4:10; Heb7:27). We are thus offered the
merciful possibility of redemption and the start of a new life in Christ. For this reason it is important
that the faithful be taught to acknowledge that the root of sin lies in the refusal to hear the word of the
Lord, and to accept in Jesus, the Word of God, the forgiveness which opens us to salvation.

- AOUh O-1T OEAO T &£ "TAB0 71 OAd6 AT A O-1 OEAO 1T £ &AE
¢x8 4EA 3UTT A &AOEAOO AAAI ACAA OEAO OEA AAOGEA A
AAEOE ET OEA xT OA T &£ "1 A68 41 Al O1Th xA TAAA OI
£ ' T A ATA EAEOE xAO AOT OCEO OF DAOEAAOGEIT T h OEA
OEA Al OAT AT O AT A EAO 1 EOOEI T h bDAOAKA OHe himaECehligGE | |
AOAAOAA OEOI OCE OEA x1 OA AZ£ETAO EOO 11006 PAOAEAAC
to Pentecost she appears as a woman completely open to the will of God. She is the Immaculate Con-
AARDOEITh OEA TTA xETI LKi1:A8)dnduhcdndidofEdy dbcileltodts odAch A 6
lkpdowqas (AO T AAAEAT O AAEOE OEAPAO EAO IEEA AO
Oi "TA80 xI OAh OEA 1 EOAO AT i Pl AGAT U AOOOT AA Ol

Son, piecing them together as if in a single mosaic (cf. Lk 2:19,51).[80]

In our day the faithful need to be helped to see more clearly the link between Mary of Nazareth and the
faith-ZFE1 1 AA EAAOEIT C T &£ '"T A0 x1 OA8 ) xI1 OI A AT AT OO/
tween Mariology and the theology of the wor@'his could prove most beneficial both for the spiritual

life and for theological and biblical studies. Indeed, what the understanding of the faith has enabled us

to know about Mary stands at the heart of Christian truth. The incarnation of the word cannot be con-

ceived apart from the freedom of this young woman who by her assent decisively cooperated with the
entrance of the eternal into time. Mary is the image of the Church in attentive hearing of the word of

God, which took flesh in her. Mary also symbolizes openness to God and others; an active listening

which interiorizes and assimilates, one in which the word becomes a way of life.

cpy8 (AOA ) xT O1I A T EEA O 1T AT OETT -AOUBO AAI EI EA
Magnificat. There we see in some sense how she identifies with the word, enters into it; in this marvel-

1T 00 AAT OEAT A T &£# AAEOEh OEA G6EOCET OMag@icatz@pA D C
trait, so to speak, of her soul 7 is entirely woven from threads of Holy Scripture, threads drawn from

the word of God. Here we see how completely at home Mary is with the word of God, with ease she

moves in and out of it. She speaks and thinks with the word of God; the word of God becomes her word,

and her word issues from the word of God. Here we see how her thoughts are attuned to the thoughts

of God, how her will is one with the will of God. Since Mary is completely imbued with the word of God,

OEA EO AAIT A O AAAT I A OEAMI-TOEAO T £ OEA 71 0A )1
&OOOEAOI T OAnh ET T1T1TTEETC OF OEA -1TO0OEAO T &£ "1 Ah x
our freedom, because through faith the divine word transforms us. Our apostolic and pastoral work

can never be effective unless we learn from Mary how to be shaped by the working of God within us:
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éAAO[OO Al A i[og[g AOOA[OE[T pT OEANEEQQOA~IE -
AADEOAI EI DBi OOAT AA &I O AOEI CET ¢ AAI 6O EI 100 AA
xEOE OEA x1 OAh AT OE EIT DOAUAOAOI 1 EOOATEIT C ATA
[82]

As we contemplate in the Mother of God a life totally shaped by the word, we realize that we too are
called to enter into the mystery of faith, whereby Christ comes to dwell in our lives. Every Christian be-
liever, Saint Ambrose reminds us, in some way interiorly conceives and gives birth to the word of God:
even though there is only one Mother of Christ in the flesh, in the faith Christ is the progeny of us all.
[83] Thus, what took place for Mary can daily take place in each of us, in the hearing of the word and in
the celebration of the sacraments.

The Interpretation Of Sacred Scripture In The Church
The Church as the primary setting for biblical hermeneutics

29. Another major theme that emerged during the Synod, to which I would now like to draw attention,

is the interpretation of sacred Scripture in the Churcfthe intrinsic link between the word and faith

makes clear that authentic biblical hermeneutics can only be had within the faith of the Church, which

EAO EOO b A O Aidt B4k Boaventure’states 8hax without faith there is no key to throw

I DPAT OEA OAAOAA OA@Od O4EEO EO OEA ETT x1 AACA 1 4
the certainty and the understanding of all sacred Scripture. Therefore it is impossible for anyone to at-

tain to knowledge of that truth unless he first have infused faith in Christ, which is the lamp, the gate

AT A OEA & O1 AA OHEsi]iAndiSaft TAdmbs AGuihdd, Eitth@SAiax AugBtine, insists that
OOEA 1 AOOGAOh AOGAT OEAOG 1T £ OEA "1 O0PAIT h x1 Q8A EEI

Here we can point to a fundamental criterion of biblical hermeneutics: the primary setting for scriptural
interpretation is the life of the ChurcHrhis is not to uphold the ecclesial context as an extrinsic rule to

which exegetes must submit, but rather is something demanded by the very nature of the Scriptures

AT A OEA xAU OEAU COAAOAITT U AAI A ET O AAET ¢c8 O0O&A
activity of the authors of sacred Scripture. Their insertion into this context also involved a sharing in

both the liturgical and external life of the communities, in their intellectual world, in their culture and

in the ups and downs of their shared history. In like manner, the interpretation of sacred Scripture re-

quires full participation on the part of exegetes in the life and faith of the believing community of their

I x1 Ol #AI6ISOANOAT Ol Uh OOET AA OAAOAA 3AOEDPOOOA 10
OAi A 3DPEOEO OEOI OC EB7]exegetés, thealbgiansfaf the WHol®Opddble @& God

must approach it as what it really is, the word of God conveyed to us through human words (cf. 1 Th
¢dpod8 4EEO EO A AT 1 O0OOAT O AAOOI EIPIEAEO ET OEA
own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by the impulse of man, but men moved by the

(11U 3DEOEO QPetEA-21EMdrdover, it ishtle faith of the Church that recognizes in

OEA "EAIT A OEA xT OA T &£ '"TAn AO 3AET O ! OCOOOET A |
TTO6 OEA AOOET OEOU 1 £ OE A [88] Al HdlylSgir whb BieQifebothe AA | A
#EOOAEh AT AAT AO OO O1 ET OAOPOAO OEA 3AOEDPOOOAO
AOOAT OEAT bi AAA ET OEA #EOOAEB30 1 EZA CEOAO OEOA

30. Saint Jerome recalls that we can never read Scripture simply on our own. We come up against too

many closed doors and we slip too easily into error. The Bible was written by the People of God for the
People of God, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Only in this communion with the People of God

AAT xA 0001 U AT OAO AO A OxAo6 ET O OEA EAAIO T &
*AOT T Ah A1 O xETI1 OECTT OAT AA T A90DsEatks tIRitAN® écdeldDAD A O E
mension of biblical interpretation is not a requirement imposed from without: the Book is the very
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voice of the pilgrim People of God, and only within the faith of this People are we, so to speak, attuned

to understand sacred Scripture. An authentic interpretation of the Bible must always be in harmony
xEOE OEA EZEAEOE 1 £ OEA #AOEI T EA #EOOAE8 (A OEOO
tional doctrine that you have been taught, so that you may exhort according to sound doctrine and con-

£l OT A OET OA xmil] ATT OOAAEAO EO6 8

Approaches to the sacred text that prescind from faith might suggest interesting elements on the level

of textual structure and form, but would inevitably prove merely preliminary and structurally incom-

plete efforts. As the Pontifical Biblical Commission, echoing an accepted principle of modern herme-

1 AOOEAOh EAO OOAOAAYg OAAAAOO O1T A POI PAO O AAOC
xEIl EAO Al AZEAEI EOU xEOE xEAO OEA [QPAWIs brikgs otA UE |
i T OA Al AAOI U OEA OAI AOEiI T OEEDP AAOxAAT OEA ODPEOE
matures in the life of the Spirit, so there grows also his or her capacity to understand the realities of
xEEAE OEA "[BNheAnteiByAfArEa@Bestic ecclesial experience can only lead to the

growth of genuine understanding in faith where the Scriptures are concerned; conversely, reading the
Scriptures in faith leads to growth in ecclesial life itself. Here we can see once again the truth of the

AAT AAOAOGAA AEAOOI 1 &£ 3AET O ' OAcli OU OEA ' OAAOq C
O E A 944 Estening to the word of God introduces and increases ecclesial communion with all those

who walk by faith.

O4EA O1 061 1T &£ OAAOAA OEATITT CUS®

op8 O4EA OOOAU 1T &£ OEA OAAOAA PACA JO®EithidqhotaioAh A C
from the Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbumhas become increasingly familiar over the years. Theologi-

cal and exegetical scholarship, in the period after the Second Vatican Council, made frequent reference

to this expression as symbolic of the renewed interest in sacred Scripture. The Twelfth Assembly of the
Synod of Bishops also frequently alluded to this well-known phrase in order to express the relation-

ship between historical research and a hermeneutic of faith where the sacred text is concerned. The

Fathers acknowledged with joy that study of the word of God in the Church has grown in recent dec-

ades, and they expressed heartfelt gratitude to the many exegetes and theologiaw&o with dedication,
commitment and competence continue to make an essential contribution to the deeper understanding

of the meaning of the Scriptures, as they address the complex issues facing biblical studies in our day.

[96] Sincere gratitude was also expressed to thembers of the Pontifical Biblical Commissjgrast and
present, who in close collaboration with the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith continue to of-

fer their expertise in the examination of particular questions raised by the study of sacred Scripture.

The Synod likewise felt a need to look into the present state of biblical studies and their standing
xEOEET OEA #£EAIT A 1T &£ OEAT T T CU8 4EA DPAOOI OAl A £EAER
the faithful depend to a great extent on the fruitfulness of the relationship between exegesis and theol-

ogy. For this reason, I consider it important to take up some reflections that emerged in the discussion

of this topic during the Synod sessions.

AEA AAOGAT T PI AT O T £ AEAT EAAT OOOAEAO AT A OEA #EC
32. Before all else, we need to acknowledge the benefits that historical-critical exegesis and other re-
cently-developed methods of textual analysis have brought to the life of the Church.[97] For the Catho-

lic understanding of sacred Scripture, attention to such methods is indispensable, linked as it is to the

OAAT EOI 1T &£ OEA )T AAOT AOET14¢dq O4EEO 1TAAAOOGEOU EC
Gospel of John 1:14: Verbum caro factum esthe historical fact is a constitutive dimension of the Chris-

tian faith. The history of salvation is not mythology, but a true history, and it should thus be studied

xEOE OEA 1 AOQOEI AO 1 £ OADTHRd sty of EhE Eileirequirds Aknowdg©oh A O A E
these methods of enquiry and their suitable application. While it is true that scholarship has come to a
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much greater appreciation of their importance in the modern period, albeit not everywhere to the

same degree, nonetheless the sound ecclesial tradition has always demonstrated a love for the study of
OEA O1I AOOAO68 (AOA xA T AAA AOO OAAAITT OEA 111AC
culture; at its root lies a concern for the word. The desire for God includes love for the word in all its

AEI AT OET 1 0g OAAAAOOA ET OEA x1 OA 1T /&£ OEA "EAI A
trate the secret of language, to understand it in its structure and its mode of expression. Thus, because

of the search for God, the secular sciences which lead to a greater understanding of language became

Ei DT OPAT 068

cc8 4EA #EOOAEB3O 1 EOEITC IAQEOOAOEOIH xEEAE EO A
xT OA T £ '"TAh xEAOEAO ET EOO x QgiodDifrdhveneddi a@iudeiit &hd E 1
balanced way regarding the correct response to the introduction of new methods of historical analysis.

[ think in particular of the Encyclicals Providentissimus Deuesf Pope Leo XIII and Divino Afflante Spiritu

of Pope Pius XII. My venerable predecessor John Paul Il recalled the importance of these documents on

the centenary and the fiftieth anniversary respectively of their promulgation.[101]0 T DA |, AT 8) )
tervention had the merit of protecting the Catholic interpretation of the Bible from the inroads of ra-
tionalism, without, however, seeking refuge in a spiritual meaning detached from history. Far from
OEOTTETI ¢ OAEAT OEEZEA AOEOEAEOIi h OEA #EOOAE xAO x
AAGAA 11 OAEAT AAh AOO xEEAE EIT OAAT EOU OOQOMADPOE
Pope Pius XII, on the other hand, was faced with attacks on the part of those who proposed a so-called
mystical exegesis which rejected any form of scientific approach. The Encyclical Divino Afflante Spiritu

xAO AAOAEOI O1F AOTEA ATU EETO T &£ A AEAET OT 1T U AR
OOPEOEOOAT ET OAOPOAOGAOGETT T AAT O &£ O ET OAOT Al OC
OEA 1 EOAOAT OAT OAh 1 AGET AEAAT T U AAZET AA6 AT A OE
OAl £ 01 OEA OAAI 03]yl ACGBREAOEAAN AREET ARAS8I AT 0O
human and the divine, between scientific research and respect for the faith, between the literal sense

AT A OEA Ob E10% Thid KalanceQvAsisubskquéhtly maintained by the 1993 document of the

011 OEEEAAT "EAI EAAl #1111 EOOEiIT g OE1T OEAEO xI OE
that what they are interpreting is the word of GodTheir common task is not finished when they have

simply determined sources, defined forms or explained literary procedures. They arrive at the true

CIlAl T /&£ OEAEO xI OE 111U xEAT OEAU EAOCA Agbl AET A

A A 0658

AEA #1 O1T AEI 8O0 AEAI EAAT EAOI AT AOGOEAdq A AEOAAOQOEOA

34. Against this background, one can better appreciate the great principles of interpretation proper to
Catholic exegesis set forth by the Second Vatican Council, especially in the Dogmatic Constitution Dei
Verbumg O3 AAET ¢ OEAOh ET OAAOAA 3AOEPOOOAR 'T A OD/
lows that the interpreters of sacred Scripture, if they are to ascertain what God has wished to commu-

nicate to us, should carefully search out the meaning which the sacred writers really had in mind, that

I AATET ¢ xEEAE 'T A EAA OEI OCEO xAl 1 OI [106)/0h themheO O
hand, the Council emphasizes the study of literary genres and historical context as basic elements for
understanding the meaning intended by the sacred author. On the other hand, since Scripture must be
interpreted in the same Spirit in which it was written, the Dogmatic Constitution indicates three funda-
mental criteria for an appreciation of the divine dimension of the Bible: 1) the text must be interpreted

with attention to the unity of the whole of Scripturenowadays this is called canonical exegesis; 2) ac-

count is be taken of the living Tradition of the whole Churcjand, finally, 3) respect must be shown for

the analogy of fait8 O/ 11 U xEAOA AT OE | AOEI-ditichl inGthethkdlogidald O A |
AOA OAOPAAOAAR AAT T1TA OPAAE 1T &£ A OEAIDZW CEAAT A
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The Synod Fathers rightly stated that the positive fruit yielded by the use of modern historical-critical
OAOAAOAE EO O1 AATEAAI A8 7EEI A O1 AAUGO AAAAAI EA
competent in the field of historical-critical methodology and its latest developments, it must be said

that comparable attention need to be paid to the theological dimension of the biblical texts, so that they

can be more deeply understood in accordance with the three elements indicated by the Dogmatic Con-
stitution Dei Verbuni108]

The danger of dualism and a secularized hermeneutic

35. In this regard we should mention the serious risk nowadays of a dualistic approach to sacred Scrip-

ture. To distinguish two levels of approach to the Bible does not in any way mean to separate or op-

pose them, nor simply to juxtapose them. They exist only in reciprocity. Unfortunately, a sterile separa-
OEiIT O1Ti AOEIi AO AOAAOAO A AAOOEAO AAOxAAT AgQACAC
AAAAAIT E AL09] Be€e AWoQldngention the most troubling consequences, which are to be

avoided.

a) First and foremost, if the work of exegesis is restricted to the first level alone, Scripture ends up be-
ing a text belonging only tothepagt O/ T A AAT AOAx (11 OAl AT 1T OANOAT A
but the Book as such speaks only of the past, and exegesis is no longer truly theological, but becomes

bi OOEAT A Oi AT i DbOAEAT A OEA AOGAT O 1T A& 'T A0 OAOAI
the living Tradition and in Scripture.

b) The lack of a hermeneutic of faith with regard to Scripture entails more than a simple absence; in its
place there inevitably enters another hermeneutic, a positivistic and secularized hermeneutialti-
mately based on the conviction that the Divine does not intervene in human history. According to this
hermeneutic, whenever a divine element seems present, it has to be explained in some other way, re-
ducing everything to the human element. This leads to interpretations that deny the historicity of the
divine elements.[111]

C) Such a position can only prove harmful to the life of the Church, casting doubt over fundamental
mysteries of Christianity and their historicity 7 as, for example, the institution of the Eucharist and the
resurrection of Christ. A philosophical hermeneutic is thus imposed, one which denies the possibility
that the Divine can enter and be present within history. The adoption of this hermeneutic within theo-
logical studies inevitably introduces a sharp dichotomy between an exegesis limited solely to the first
level and a theology tending towards a spiritualization of the meaning of the Scriptures, one which
would fail to respect the historical character of revelation.

111 OEEO EO Ai O AT OT A O EAOGA A TACAOEOA EI DAA
quence of the absence of the second methodological level, a profound gulf is opened up between scien-

tific exegesis and lectiodivina8 4 EEO AAT CEOA OEOA O1 A 1 AAE 1T £
[112] It must also be said that this dichotomy can create confusion and a lack of stability in the intellec-

tual formation of candidates for ecclesial ministries.[113]) T A xT OAh OxEAOA A@AC
Scripture cannot be the soul of theology, and conversely, where theology is not essentially the interpre-

OAOQEIT T &£/ OEA #EOOAEGO 3AOEDOOOAN116 Géude wehneedta AT 1 1
take a more careful look at the indications provided by the Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbumin this
regard.

Faith and reason in the approach to Scripture

36. I believe that what Pope John Paul Il wrote about this question in his Encyclical Fides et Rati@an
lead to a fuller understanding of exegesis and its relationship to the whole of theology. He stated that
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xA OETOI A 110 O1 AROAOOEI AOGA OOEA AAT CAO ET EAOAI
from the use of one method alone, ignoring the need for a more comprehensive exegesis which enables

the exegete, together with the whole Church, to arrive at the full sense of the texts. Those who devote
themselves to the study of sacred Scripture should always remember that the various hermeneutical

approaches have their own philosophical underpinnings, which need to be carefully evaluated before
OEAU AOA AbPbPI EAA118T OEA OAAOAA OA@OOG6 8

This far-sighted reflection enables us to see how a hermeneutical approach to sacred Scripture inevita-
bly brings into play the proper relationship between faith and reason. Indeed, the secularized herme-
1T AOOEA 1T £ OAAOAA 3AOEDOOOA EO OEA DPOI AOGAO 1T £ OR
God might enter into our lives and speak to us in human words. Here too, we need to urge a broadening
of the scope of reasdri 16] In applying methods of historical analysis, no criteria should be adopted
xEEAE x1 Ol A OOl A 1 @i@clokite inAuin@nAistdrA The unify dfthe WdléveE at
work in the interpretation of sacred Scripture presupposes, in a word, the harmony of faith and reasan
On the one hand, it calls for a faith which, by maintaining a proper relationship with right reason, never
degenerates into fideism, which in the case of Scripture would end up in fundamentalism. On the other
hand, it calls for a reason which, in its investigation of the historical elements present in the Bible, is
marked by openness and does not reject a priori anything beyond its own terms of reference. In any
case, the religion of the incarnate Logoscan hardly fail to appear profoundly reasonable to anyone who
sincerely seeks the truth and the ultimate meaning of his or her own life and history.

Literal sense and spiritual sense

37. A significant contribution to the recovery of an adequate scriptural hermeneutic, as the synodal as-
sembly stated, can also come from renewed attention to the Fathers of the Church and their exegetical
approach.[117] The Church Fathers present a theology that still has great value today because at its

heart is the study of sacred Scripture as a whole. Indeed, the Fathers are primarily and essentially

OAT 11 AT OAOQT 00 1T 1[HIBAEBRED RBDAEDOBOMAAE OOAAAE 11 A/
approach to sacred Scripture, and likewise an interpretation that is constantly attuned to the criterion

of communion with the experience of the Church, which journeys through history under the guidance

I £/ OEA (119 3PEOEOGH 8

While obviously lacking the philological and historical resources at the disposal of modern exegesis,

the patristic and mediaeval tradition could recognize the different senses of Scripture, beginning with

OEA 1 EOAOCAT OAT OAn 1T AT AT Uh OOEA T AATETC AT 1T OAUA
Al 11T xETC OEA 001 AO[doE AEIT @ A EHTi GO0 B G O NDEIT 1AD0h
OEA OAT OAO T £ OAAOAA 3 AOE bPAUAs nédshry, Bov@dk, Ao rémém- O E A
ber that in patristic and medieval times every form of exegesis, including the literal form, was carried

out on the basis of faith, without there necessarily being any distinction between the literal senseand

the spiritual senseOne may mention in this regard the medieval couplet which expresses the relation-

ship between the different senses of Scripture:

Qittera gesta docet, quid credas allegoria,
Moralis quid agas, quo tendas anagogia.

The letter speaks of deeds; allegory about the faith; N ﬁ
4EA 11T OAT AAT OO 100 AAOEI[286n AT Aci cu AAT 60 1 ¢

Here we can note the unity and interrelation between the literal senseand the spiritual sensewhich for
its part is subdivided into three senses which deal with the contents of the faith, with the moral life and
with our eschatological aspiration.
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In a word, while acknowledging the validity and necessity, as well as the limits, of the historical-critical

i AOET Ah xA 1 AAOT »EOI i OEA &AOEAOO OEAO AGACAOGEC
texts when it goes not only to the heart of their formulation to find the reality of faith there expressed,
AOO A1 01 OAAEO Ol T ETE OEEO OAAI EOU23D0nly §p&nkt thiks @ b A

horizon can we recognize that the word of God is living and addressed to each of us in the here and

TTx T/£ 1700 1EOAOG8 )T OEEO OAT OAh OEA o011 OEEEAAI
Ol AROOOI T A AU #EOEOOEAT AZAEOEh OAI AET O £OI 1T U OA
when read, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, in the context of the paschal mystery of Christ and of

the new life which flows from it. This context truly exists. In it the New Testament recognizes the fulfil-

ment of the Scriptures. It is therefore quite acceptable to re-read the Scriptures in the light of this new

AT 1 OAgOh xEEAE EO [GEAO 1T &£ I EAZA ET OEA 3DPEOEOOGS
4EA TAAA O OOAT OAAT A OEA Ol AOOAODG

38. In rediscovering the interplay between the different senses of Scripture it thus becomes essential

to grasp the passage from letter to spiritThis is not an automatic, spontaneous passage; rather, the let-

OAO T AAAOG O1F AA OOAT OAAT AAAg OOEA xTOA T &£ 'T A A
To attain to it involves a progression and a process of understanding guided by the inner movement of

OEA xEIT A AT OPOOh AT A EAT AA Ei05] Hete @d seeEhAr@aso®Why A A AT
an authentic process of interpretation is never purely an intellectual process but also a lived one, de-

i AT AET ¢ &O01I1T AT CACAI AT O ET OEA 1 EEA | Aab:EAThe EOC
criteria set forth in Number 12 of the Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbumthus become clearer: this pro-
gression cannot take place with regard to an individual literary fragment unless it is seen in relation to

the whole of Scripture. Indeed, the goal to which we are necessarily progressing is the one Word. There

is an inner drama in this process, since the passage that takes place in the power of the Spirit inevitably

AT CACAO AAAE PAOOIT 60 AEOAAAIT I8 3AET O 0AOI 1 EOAA
@he letter kills, but the Spirit gives li@

(2 Cor3:6), he expressed in radical terms the significance of this process of transcending the letter and
AT T ETCc O O AAOOGOAT A EO 111U ET OAOI O T &£ OEA xE
T Ai Ah AT A EAT AA OEAO EOAAATIT EAO Al ETTAO AOEOR
, T OA EOh OEAROds gOx O ARRA i TDEOEO | £ AOAAATIT EO 1
ABGACAOAGO 1T x1 OEOEiI T8 4EA 3DPEOEO EO # EIOHEWdiow AT A
that for Saint Augustine too this passage was at once dramatic and liberating; he came to believe the
Scriptures Z which at first sight struck him as so disjointed in themselves and in places so coarse 7

through the very process of transcending the letter which he learned from Saint Ambrose in typologi-

cal interpretation, wherein the entire Old Testament is a path to Jesus Christ. For Saint Augustine, tran-
scending the literal sense made the letter itself credible, and enabled him to find at last the answer to

his deep inner restlessness and his thirst for truth.[127]

4EA "EAI AGO ETI OOET OEA O1 EOU

cw8 )1 OEA DPAOOACA EOT[ 1 AOGOAO O ODPEOEOh xA Ai
OT EGU 1T &£ Al BAOE@QOOAh‘QQTGTAAé ET OEA'éjEOU,[
calls us to conversion.[128] ( AOA OEA x1 OAO 1T £ (OCE T &£ 3AET O 6EA
SAOEDOOOA EO T1TA AiTER AT A OEEO 11T A AITTE EO #EC

[129] Viewed in purely historical or literary terms, of course, the Bible is not a single book, but a collec-
tion of literary texts composed over the course of a thousand years or more, and its individual books
are not easily seen to possess an interior unity; instead, we see clear inconsistencies between them.
This was already the case with the Bible of Israel, which we Christians call the Old Testament. It is all
the more so when, as Christians, we relate the New Testament and its writings as a kind of hermeneuti-
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AAl EAU Oi ) O00AAIT 80 "EAI Ah OEOO EI OAODPOAOET ¢ OE

AT A0 110 Ai PI T U OEFomEBRAIPetc Q@ ADEAOOOARAOE AdB2xddEA 3
Jn5:39; Rom1:2; 2 Pet3:16), which nonetheless are seen in their entirety as the one word of God ad-
dressedtous.[130]4 EEO | AEAO EO Ai AAO OEAO OEA DPAOOIT 1T &
OA1 AGETT O1 OEA T1TA O671 0A68 )1 OEEO xAU xA AAIl

Constitution Dei Verbumwhich point to the internal unity of the entire Bible as a decisive criterion for
a correct hermeneutic of faith.

The relationship between the Old and the New Testaments

40. Against this backdrop of the unity of the Scriptures in Christ, theologians and pastors alike need to

be conscious of the relationship between Old and the New Testaments. First of all, it is evident that the

New Testament itself acknowledges the Old Testament as the word ohfsbthus accepts the authority

of the sacred Scriptures of the Jewish people.[131] It implicitly acknowledges them by using the same
language and by frequently referring to passages from these Scriptures. It explicitly acknowledges

them by citing many parts of them as a basis for argument. In the New Testament, an argument based

on texts from the Old Testament thus has a definitive quality, superior to that of mere human argu-

i AT OAGET 18 )1 OEA &1 OOOE ' 1 OPAI h * AOES) 0d3ADA O C
Paul specifically makes clear that the Old Testament revelation remains valid for us Christians (cf. Rom
15:4;1 Cor10:11).[132]7 A A1 01 AAEEOI OEAO O* AOOO 1 £ . AUAOA
i TOEAOI AT A 1 [/E3]Ghe rotstEERriStiAniyade found in the Old Testament, and Christi-

anity continually draws nourishment from these roots. Consequently, sound Christian doctrine has al-

ways resisted all new forms of Marcionism, which tend, in different ways, to set the Old Testament in

opposition to the New.[134]

Moreover, the New Testament itself claims to be consistent with the Old and proclaims that in the mys-
tery of the life, death and resurrection of Christ the sacred Scriptures of the Jewish people have found
their perfect fulfilment. It must be observed, however, that the concept of the fulfilment of the Scrip-
tures is a complex one, since it has three dimensions: a basic aspect of continuity with the Old Testa-
ment revelation, an aspect of discontinuity and an aspect of fulfilment and transcendencel'he mystery
of Christ stands in continuity of intent with the sacrificial cult of the Old Testament, but it came to pass
in a very different way, corresponding to a number of prophetic statements and thus reaching a perfec-
tion never previously obtained. The Old Testament is itself replete with tensions between its institu-
tional and its prophetic aspects. The paschal mystery of Christ is in complete conformity 7 albeit in a
way that could not have been anticipated z with the prophecies and the foreshadowings of the Scrip-
tures; yet it presents clear aspects of discontinuity with regard to the institutions of the Old Testament.

41. These considerations show the unique importance of the Old Testament for Christians, while at the

same time bringing out the newness of Christological interpretatiorirom apostolic times and in her

Il EOET ¢C 40AAEOEiITh OEA #EOOAE EAO OOOAOOAA OEA C
of typology; this procedure is in no way arbitrary, but is intrinsic to the events related in the sacred

OApdO AT A OEOO ET OI1 6AO OEA xEIT A T /&£ 3AOEDPOOOAS
DOAEFECOOAOQETT O T £ xEAO EA AAAT i PI EOEAA EIT [IGEA A
Christians, then, read the Old Testament in the light of Christ crucified and risen. While typological in-
terpretation manifests the inexhaustible content of the Old Testament from the standpoint of the New,

we must not forget that the Old Testament retains its own inherent value as revelation, as our Lord

himself reaffirmed (cf. Mk12:29-c p Q8 #1 1 OANOAT 01 Uh OOEA . Ax 4AO00A
the Old. Early Christian catechesis made constant use of the Old Testament (cf. 1 Cor5:6-8; 1 Cor10:1-
ppadB8&i O OEEO OAAOTT OEA 3UITA &AOEAOO OOAOGAA O

Dol OA EAI p&OI O #EOEOOEAT O &I O OEAED37 x1 0O1 AAC
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O4EA . Ax 4AO0O0AT AT O EO EEAAAT ET OEA [138]4Saint A OER
Augustine perceptively noted. It is important, therefore, that in both pastoral and academic settings the

close relationship between the two Testaments be clearly brought out, in keeping with the dictum of
BAET O ' OACci Ou OEA ' OAAO OEAO OxEAO OEA 11 A 4AO0C
what the former announces in a hidden way, the latter openly proclaims as present. Therefore the Old
Testament is a prophecy of the New Testament; and the best commentary on the Old Testament is the

. Ax 4AOQARII AT 068
4EA OAAOEOG DPAOOACAO T &£ OEA " EAIA

42. In discussing the relationship between the Old and the New Testaments, the Synod also considered

those passages in the Bible which, due to the violence and immorality they occasionally contain, prove
obscure and difficult. Here it must be remembered first and foremost that biblical revelation is deeply
rooted inhiston8 ' 1T A8 O DI A progiesSivelyshd itisAdkoampliBhAd slowly, in successive
stagesand despite human resistance. God chose a people and patiently worked to guide and educate

them. Revelation is suited to the cultural and moral level of distant times and thus describes facts and
customs, such as cheating and trickery, and acts of violence and massacre, without explicitly denounc-

ing the immorality of such things. This can be explained by the historical context, yet it can cause the
iTAAOT OAAAAO O1 AA OAEAT AAAAEh AOPAAEAI T U EE
carried out down the centuries, and also in our own day. In the Old Testament, the preaching of the

prophets vigorously challenged every kind of injustice and violence, whether collective or individual,

AT A OEOO AAAAI A '"TA8O0 xAU 1 £ OOAETEI ¢ EEO DPAIT DI
take to neglect those passages of Scripture that strike us as problematic. Rather, we should be aware

that the correct interpretation of these passages requires a degree of expertise, acquired through a

training that interprets the texts in their historical-literary context and within the Christian perspec-
OEOA xEEAE EAO AO EOO Ol OEi AGA EAOI AT AOOEAAT ERA
#EOEOO AOT OCEO AAT OQ14@ I enclubagde scholai® & & phdtors kolelp@litkzU 6 8
faithful to approach these passages through an interpretation which enables their meaning to emerge

in the light of the mystery of Christ.

Christians, Jews and the sacred Scriptures

43. Having considered the close relationship between the New Testament and the Old, we now natu-

rally turn to the special bond which that relationship has engendered between Christians and Jews, a
ATT A OEAO 1 000 1TAOGAO AA 1T OGAOITTEAA8 oI BPA *TET O
AOT OEAOOGS ET OEA [£AE QFE41]ITéRackhoviddydxAsifaht is in @oQvayrdddBre-E A O A
gard the instances of discontinuity which the New Testament asserts with regard to the institutions of

the Old Testament, much less the fulfilment of the Scriptures in the mystery of Jesus Christ, acknowl-

edged as Messiah and Son of God. All the same, this profound and radical difference by no means im-

plies mutual hostility. The example of Saint Paul (cf. Rom9-p p Q@ OET xO 11 OEA AT 1 O«
of respect, esteem and love for the Jewish people is the only truly Christian attitude in the present
OEOOAOEITh xEEAE EO A | UOOAOEIi40 thdeBdASaidd Paill fys ofthA 6 O
*AxO OEAOd OAO OACAOAO A1l AAGEIT OEAU AOA AAIT T OR
AATT T £ '"TA AROA1BAYAOT AAAT AAS

Saint Paul also uses the lovely image of the olive tree to describe the very close relationship between
Christians and Jews: the Church of the Gentiles is like a wild olive shoot, grafted onto the good olive

tree that is the people of the Covenant (cf. Rom11:17-24). In other words, we draw our nourishment

from the same spiritual roots. We encounter one another as brothers and sisters who at certain mo-

ments in their history have had a tense relationship, but are now firmly committed to building bridges

of lasting friendship.[143]! O 0T PA *T ET O0AOI )) OAEA 11 AT 1T OEA
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41 CAOEAO xA AAT Al 1 OAE A O pAAAAh EOOOEAA4] AT A
[ wish to state once more how much the Church values her dialogue with the JewdVherever it seems
appropriate, it would be good to create opportunities for encounter and exchange in public as well as

in private, and thus to promote growth in reciprocal knowledge, in mutual esteem and cooperation,
also in the study of the sacred Scriptures.

The fundamentalist interpretation of sacred Scripture

44, The attention we have been paying to different aspects of the theme of biblical hermeneutics now

enables us to consider a subject which came up a number of times during the Synod: that of the funda-
mentalist interpretation of sacred Scripture.[145] The Pontifical Biblical Commission, in its document

The Interpretation of the Bible in the Churchas laid down some important guidelines. Here I would

like especially to deal with approaches which fail to respect the authenticity of the sacred text, but pro-

mote subjective and arbitrary interpretaton8 4 EA Ol EOAOAI EOIi 6 AEAI PEIT T A
proach actually represents a betrayal of both the literal and the spiritual sense, and opens the way to

various forms of manipulation, as, for example, by disseminating anti-ecclesial interpretations of the
SAOEDOOOAO8 O4EA AAOEA bPOI Al Al xEOE &£01 AAl AT OAI
the historical character of biblical revelation, it makes itself incapable of accepting the full truth of the
incarnation itself. As regards relationships with God, fundamentalism seeks to escape any closeness of

OEA AEOET A AT A OEA EOI AT 8 &£ O OEEO OAAOTITh EO
word for word by the Spirit. It fails to recognize that the word of God has been formulated in language
AT A AgGPOAOOET T Al 1 AE QEb]ichhigiankyon Ao & ha®ddperbevdd i thé O 6 8
words the Word himself, the Logoswho displays his mystery through this complexity and the reality of
human history.[147]4 EA OOOA OAODBI T OA O A A£OT-fllAdinketpfetatior O O

I £ OAAOAA 3AOEDPOOOAS8 4EEO I ATTAO T &£ ET OAOPOAOA
dition, seeks saving truth for the life of the individual Christian and for the Church. It recognizes the
EEOOT OEAAT OAI OA 1T &£ OEA AEAI EAAT OOAAEOET T8 0O0A
ness, this reading seeks to discover the living meaning of the sacred Scriptures for the lives of believers

[T \ - ~

O1 A A4Bdwhile not ignoring the human mediation of the inspired text and its literary genres.
Dialogue between pastors, theologians and exegetes

tu8 !'T AOOEAT OEA EAOI AT AOCOEA 1 £ EAAEOE EAO OAOAC
activity. The Synod Fathers themselves recommended, for example, a closer working relationship be-

tween pastors, exegetes and theologians. Episcopal Conferences might foster such encounters with the
OAEI T &£ POITT1OETC COAAOGAO AT I 1 OT1E doopdrdtion OffEhds sofd A O C
will help all to carry out their work more effectively for the benefit of the whole Church. For scholars

too, this pastoral orientation involves approaching the sacred text with the realization that it is a mes-

sage which the Lord addresses to us for our salvation. In the words of the Dogmatic Constitution Dei
Verburh O# AOET 1 EA AGACAOAO AT A 1T OEAO x1 OEAOO ET O
with one another and under the watchful eye of the sacred magisterium. Using appropriate techniques,

they should together set about examining and explaining the sacred texts in such a way that as many as

DT OOEAIT A 1T &£ OEI OA xET AOA T ETEOOAOO T &£ 'T A0 xI
of the Scriptures to the people of God. This nourishment enlightens the mind, strengthens the will and
AEOAO OEA EAAOCOO T &£ 1T A1 ABOA xT 1T AT xEOE OEA 11 OA

The Bible and ecumenism

46. Conscious that the Church has her foundation in Christ, the incarnate Word of God, the Synod
wished to emphasize the centrality of biblical studies within ecumenical dialogue aimed at the full ex-
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pression of the unity of all believers in Christ.[151]4 EA 3 AOEDOOOAO OEAI OAl OAO
prayer to the Father that his disciples might be one, so that the world may believe (cf. Jn17:21). All this

can only strengthen our conviction that by listening and meditating together on the Scriptures, we ex-
perience a real, albeit not yet full communion;[152] OOEAOAA 1 EOOAT ET ¢ O OEA
Ol xAOAO OEA AEAITCOA 1T £ AEAOEOU Ali5A LikdniAghdgether C Of
to the word of God, engaging in biblical lectio diving letting ourselves be struck by the inexhaustible
AOAOET AGO T £ "TAB0 x1I OA xEEAE 1T AOAO CcOi xO 11 Ah
our own opinions or prejudices, listening and studying within the communion of the believers of every

age: all these things represent a way of coming to unity in faith as a response to hearing the word of
God.[154]4 EA xT OAO 1T £# OEA 3AAIT A 6AOEAAT #1 O1 AET xA
itself, sacred Scripture is a precious instrument in the mighty hand of God for attaining to that unity
xEEAE OEA 3 AOET [01] Canbeludn@y, the2 Ghoulilibe aA ihcteds@in ecumenical

study, discussion and celebrations of the word of God, with due respect for existing norms and the va-

riety of traditions.[156] These celebrations advance the cause of ecumenism and, when suitably car-

ried out, they represent intense moments of authentic prayer asking God to hasten the day when we

will all be able at last to sit at the one table and drink from the one cup. Nonetheless, while it is praise-
worthy and right to promote such services, care must be taken that they are not proposed to the faith-

ful as alternatives to the celebration of Holy Mass on Sundays or holydays of obligation.

In this work of study and prayer, we serenely acknowledge those aspects which still need to be ex-
plored more deeply and those on which we still differ, such as the understanding of the authoritative
subject of interpretation in the Church and the decisive role of the magisterium.[157]

Finally, I wish to emphasize the statements of the Synod Fathers about the ecumenical importance of
translations of the Bible in the various languagé&’e know that translating a text is no mere mechanical

task, but belongs in some sense to the work of interpretation. In this regard, the Venerable John Paul I

I AOAOOGAA OEAO OATUITA xEI OAAAITT O Eix EAAOEI U A
cially in the West, can appreciate the significant step forward which these common translations repre-

O A 1[1B&) Bromoting common translations of the Bible is part of the ecumenical enterprise. I would

like to thank all those engaged in this important work, and I encourage them to persevere in their ef-

forts.

Consequences for the study of theology

47. A further consequence of an adequate hermeneutic of faith has to do with its necessary implica-

tions for exegetical and theological formation, particularly that of candidates for the priesthood. Care

must be taken to ensure that the study of sacred Scripture is truly the soul of theology inasmuch as it is
AAET T xI AACAA AO OEA xT OA T &£ 'IT A AAAOAOGOAA O1 Oi
ally. It is important that the criteria indicated in Number 12 of the Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbum
receive real attention and become the object of deeper study. A notion of scholarly research that would
consider itself neutral with regard to Scripture should not be encouraged. As well as learning the origi-

nal languages in which the Bible was written and suitable methods of interpretation, students need to

have a deep spiritual life, in order to appreciate that the Scripture can only be understood if it is lived.

Along these lines, I urge that the study of the word of God, both handed down and written, be con-

stantly carried out in a profoundly ecclesial spirit, and that academic formation take due account of the
DAOOGET AT O ET OAOOGAT OET 1O T &£/ OEA 1 ACEOOAOEOI h xEE
servant. It teaches only what has been handed on to it. At the divine command and with the help of the
(TTU 3PEOEOh EO 1 EOOAT O O OEEO AAOI O tdde mGtOA OA
OEOO AA OAEAT OEAO OEA ET OOOOAOEIT EI DAOOAA AAE
the magisterium of the Church are so connected and associated that one of them cannot stand without
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OEA 1T D@&@RAGGNY Bope that, in fidelity to the teaching of the Second Vatican Council, the study
of sacred Scripture, read within the communion of the universal Church, will truly be the soul of theo-
logical studies.[161]

The saints and the interpretation of Scripture

48. The interpretation of sacred Scripture would remain incomplete were it not to include listening to
those who have truly lived the word of God: namely, the saine2]) T A AVivA lectioCest vita
bonorumod[863] The most profound interpretation of Scripture comes precisely from those who let
themselves be shaped by the word of God through listening, reading and assiduous meditation.

)y O EO AAOOAETIT U 110 AU AEAT AA OEAO OEA COAAO
with an explicit reference to Scripture. [ am thinking for example of Saint Anthony the Abbot, who was
i T OAA AU EAAOEI C #EOEOOB80O xI1 OAOd OEAZE UI O xi O A
piioh ATA UT O xEIl EAOA OOAA MDIOAL.EAds NEIAAsGikihgy AT A
the question posed by Saint Basil the Great in the Moralia, O7EAO EO OEA AEOOET At
AT A OT EAOEOAOET ¢ AARAOOAET OU OEAO OEA x1 OAO EIT ODPE
the faithful? Conforming their lives with the same complete certainty to the meaning of the words of

p]
)

SAOEDPOOOAR 11 0 AAOET ¢ Oli6534idt Befirdict, in ®is RuUIA vkferdto Sorfpl C1 A
OO00OA AO OA 11 60 bA OmEdRsaint FranEsiof A¢Kisi @weHearh ffoin Thioragkh 6 8
CelanozOODPT 1 EAAOET ¢ OEAO OEA AEOAEDPI AO T £ #EOEOO
AAOOU A AAch 17T 0 AOAAAh 11T 0 A OOAEE £ O OEA EITC
3DEOEOh EiT AAEAOGAT U AOEAA 1009 O4EEO EO xEAO )
EAAQOGABABT O #1 AOA 1T £ | OOEOE OEAOAA &EOI 1 U EI E A

the Order of Poor Sisters 7 she writes7EO OEEOq O 1T AOAOOGA OEA EIT I
168131 O1T 1T h 3AET O $1 i ETEA OAOAOUxEAOA OEI xAA EEI
ARAAADIAT A xAl OAA EEO EOEAO0O 1 EBAkTheTAmedte SaiAtAeretnl Al
of Avila, who in her writings constantly uses biblical images to explain her mystical experiences, says
OEAO *AOOO EEI OAl £ OAOGAAT AA OI EAO OEAO OAlIl OE
OOOOEO 1T A& OAO Aaint TRéAE BfBhO il AeduBdiscovered that love was her personal
vocation by poring over the Scriptures, especially Chapters 12 and 13 of the First Letter to the Corin-
thians;[172] OEA OAI A OAET O AAOAOEAAO OEA AOOOAAOQEIT 1.
T OPAT h AOO Ei i AAEAOCAI U ) AOAAOEA ET OEA [EDQACOA
Every saint is like a ray of light streaming forth from the word of God: we can think of Saint Ignatius of

Loyola in his search for truth and in his discernment of spirits; Saint John Bosco in his passion for the
education of the young; Saint John Mary Vianney in his awareness of the grandeur of the priesthood as

gift and task; Saint Pius of Pietrelcina in his serving as an instrument of divine mercy; Saint Josemaria

Escriva in his preaching of the universal call to holiness; Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, the missionary of

"'T A0 AEAOEOU O xAOAO OEA DI 1T OAOGO T £ OEA DIl Oh
sented by Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein), a Carmelite nun, and by Blessed Aloysius
Stepinac, the Cardinal Archbishop of Zagreb.

49. Holiness inspired by the word of God thus belongs in a way to the prophetic tradition, wherein the

xI OA T £ ' 1T A OAOO OEA DPOI PEAOGO OAOU T EZA AO EOC
an interpretation of Scripture which cannot be overlooked. The Holy Spirit who inspired the sacred au-

thors is the same Spirit who impels the saints to offer their lives for the Gospel. In striving to learn

from their example, we set out on the sure way towards a living and effective hermeneutic of the word
of God.

We saw a direct witness to this link between holiness and the word of God during the Twelfth Assem-
Alu T £# OEA 33Ul T A xEAT & 00 1TAx OAET OO0 xAOA AATI

29


http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn160
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn161
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn162
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn163
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn164
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn165
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn166
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn167
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn168
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn169
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn170
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn171
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn172
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn173

Errico, priest and founder of the Congregation of Missionaries of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary;
Mother Maria Bernarda Biitler, a native of Switzerland and a missionary in Ecuador and Colombia; Sis-
ter Alphonsa of the Immaculate Conception, the first canonized saint born in India; and the young Ec-
uadorian laywoman Narcisa de Jesus Martillo Moran. With their lives they testified before the world
AT A OEA #EOOAE O OEA DPAOATTEAI AOOEOAEOITAOO 1 4
canonized at the time of the synodal assembly on the word of God, let us ask the Lord that our own
1 EOAO 1 AU AA OEAO OCITA OIEI 6 ET xEEAE OEA AEOE
AOOEOO 1T £ ET1ETAOOh OOEEMK®EDNEI | Ah OEQ@OUAEI 1 Ah A E
PART TWO
VERBUM IN ECCLESIA
6" 66 O6i All xEI OAAAEOAA EEI EA CAOA Pi x
(Jn 1:12)

The Word Of God And The Church

The Church receives the word

vm8 4EA 1 OA OPAAEO EEO x1 OA O OEAO EO I Au AA
OAT A x1 OA8 O(A AAink11AHisiwbrdis nistEdmethirg fuiddanjentally alien to us,

AT A AOAAOGEIT xAO xEI 1 AA ET A OAI AGEI 1 OEED 1 £ EA
&1 OOOE '1 OPAIT Al Oi bl AAAO OO AAEI OA OEA OAEAAOQE

[ T @01:11). Not to receive him means not to listen to his voice, not to be conformed to the Logos On

the other hand, whenever men and women, albeit frail and sinful, are sincerely open to an encounter
xEOE #EOEOOh A OAAEAAI OOAT O& Oi AGEIT AACET O OIl
Ol AAAT I A AE 8r1:4A20 RolrecelivefEhe'WorA tears to let oneself be shaped by him, and
OEOO O1 AA Ai T & Of AA AU OEA PI xAO T £ OEA J{114).U 3
It is the beginning of a new creation; a new creature is born, a new people comes to birth. Those who

AAl EAOGAhRh OEAO EO O1 OAuUnh OEI OA xET 1 EOA OEA 1T AA

(Jn1:13) and made sharers in the divine life: sons in the Sofcf. Gal4:5-6; Rom8:14-17). As Saint

I OCOOOET A POOO EO TEAAI U ET ATiT T AT OEI ¢ 11 OEEO
OEA x1 OAh AOO 117 x OEOI OCE PDERAHers We@dh glibips€xheifat ofhe A A
Church as a reality defined by acceptance of the Word of God who, by taking flesh, came to pitch his

tent among ug(cf. Jn1:14). This dwelling-place of God among men, this shekinah(cf. Ex26:1), prefig-
OOAA ET OEA /1 A 4AO0OAI AT Oh EO 11T x &£OI £EI 1 AA EI

#EOEOOG0 Al T OOAT O POAOGAT AA ET OEA T EAA T £ OEA +#

51. The relationship between Christ, the Word of the Father, and the Church cannot be fully under-

stood in terms of a mere past event; rather, it is a living relationship which each member of the faithful

EO PAOOITTAIT U AATTAA OF AT OAO ET 0618 7A AOA OPAA
xEOE Ul O Al xAUORh Ovtc @GEATEB T OA 0 D DEART BCAGADI ) )
for people of all times is shown forth in his body, which is the Church. For this reason the Lord prom-
EOAA EEO AEOAEDPI AO OEA (11U 3PEOEOh xET xI O1I A C
stand his commandments (cf. Jn14:26), and who would be the principle and constant source of a new

life in the world (cf. Jn3:5-8; Rom8:1-p ¢ L858 The Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbumexpresses this

i UOOAOU Au OOEiI ¢ OEA AEAI EAAI 1 AOAPEIT O T &£ A 1 OE
converse with the spouse of his beloved Son. And the Holy Spirit, through whom the living voice of the

Gospel rings out in the Church z and through it in the world 7 leads believers to the full truth and
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makes the word of Christ dwell in them in all its richness (cf. Colo d, p [1T%B 0

The Bride of Christ Z the great teacher of the art of listeningz OT AAU OT T OAPAAOO EI
Ui 00 # EOOAE[1H|@or this 0490k th&ogmatid Constitution Dei Verbumintentionally be- )
CET O xEOE OEA x1 OAOd O(AAOEI ¢ OEA xT OA T &£ '"T A C

#1 O1 AEBIg d®A xA AT AT O1 OAO A Aul Ai EA AAEETEOETT 1
Council indicates a defining aspect of the Church: she is a community that hears and proclaims the

word of God. The Church draws life not from herself but from the Gospel, and from the Gospel she dis-

covers ever anew the direction for her journey. This is an approach that every Christian must under-

stand and apply to himself or herself: only those who first place themselves in an attitude of listening

01 OEA xi OA AAT CI I1V9] 1&the wArfl é Gold froclaifed ank Hedddhandid 6 8
OEA OAAOAI AT OOh *AOOO OAUO OT AAuh EAOA AT A 11T xh
OEAO xA AAT OAAAEOA AT A OAOp#ol ThAdChuerkhtbus dmergekas theD A O C
i EIlT EAO ET xEEAEh AU COAAAh xA AAT AgGPAOEAT AA xE
xET OAAAEOAA EEI EA CAOA pimADn O1 AAAT I A AEEI AC

The Liturgy, Privileged Setting For The Word Of God

The word of God in the sacred liturgy

vg8 )T AT 1T OEAA GnE hoge o thedword[ESD]@tfehtiontnfst fidst be given to the sa-

cred liturgy, for the liturgy is the privileged setting in which God speaks to us in the midst of our lives;

he speaks today to his people, who hear and respond. Every liturgical action is by its very nature

ture is of the greatest importance in the celebration of the liturgy. From it are taken the readings,

which are explained in the homily and the psalms that are sung. From Scripture the petitions, prayers

and liturgical hymns receive their inspiration and substance. From Scripture the liturgical actions and
OECT O AOAx OBABOAT ART BRE6BEO |1 00O AA OAEA OEAO #
OET AA EO EO EA xEI OPAAEO [IBEAT ARADNEPOOBA EBHOOAG
AT 1T A0 OEA AT 1 OET OET ¢ch ATipi AOGA AT A AEEAAOEOA bC
proclaimed in the liturgy, is always a living and effective word through the power of the Holy Spirit. It
ADOAOOAO OEA &AOEAOGO 11 OA OEAOQudAKReArchBAsEl O EI
ways realized that in the liturgical action the word of God is accompanied by the interior working of

OEA (T1TU 3PEOEO xEI [ AEAO EO AEEAAOEOA ET OEA E
God becomes the foundation of the liturgical celebration, and the rule and support of all our life. The

x| OEET C T £/ OEA OAIT A (T1U 3PEOEO 8 Athnglthgtththel | A C
proclamation of the word of God is spoken for the good of the whole gathering. In strengthening the

unity of all, the Holy Spirit at the same time fosters a diversity of gifts and furthers their multiform op-
AOAQESE]l 6 8

To understand the word of God, then, we need to appreciate and experience the essential meaning and

value of the liturgical action. A faith-filled understanding of sacred Scripture must always refer back to

the liturgyp  ET xEEAE OEA xT OA T &£ 'T A EO AAI AAOAOGAA A
Church faithfully adheres to the way Christ himself read and explained the sacred Scriptures, begin-

TETC xEOE EEO AliETC & OOE ET OEA OUicaICi COA AT A

Here one sees the sage pedagogy of the Church, which proclaims and listens to sacred Scripture follow-
ET¢C OEA OEUOEI 1T &£ OEA 1 EOOOGCEAAT UAAO8 4EEO AQE
Eucharistic celebration and in the Liturgy of the Hours. At the centre of everything the paschal mystery
shines forth, and around it radiate all the mysteries of Christ and the history of salvation which become

s s o~ > s s

OAAOAI AT OAT 1 U POAOAT 64 O"U OAAAITEIC ET OEEO xA
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the faithful the riches of the saving actions and the merits of her Lord, and makes them present to all

OEi Adh All1T xEIT C OEA AAEOEAOI O AT OAOC ETOI AilC
[1871&1 O OEEO OAAOIT ) AT AT OOACA OEA #EOOAEGS8O0 0AO

the faithful learn to savour the deep meaning of the word of God which unfolds each year in the liturgy,
revealing the fundamental mysteries of our faith. This is in turn the basis for a correct approach to sa-
cred Scripture.

Sacred Scripture and the sacraments

53. In discussing the importance of the liturgy for understanding the word of God, the Synod of Bishops
highlighted the relationship between sacred Scripture and the working of the sacraments. There is

COAAO TAAA A1 O A AAAPAO EIT OAOOECAOEIT 1T £ OEA OA
pastoral activity and in theological reflection.[188] # AOOAET 1 U OOEA 1 EOOOCU 1 &
| ATO ET OEA AAI AAOAOGEIT 1T 1T A& AAAIBI]inpaftordl piactide-hbw- O A A C

ever, the faithful are not always conscious of this connection, nor do they appreciate the unity between
CAOOOOA AT A x1 OA8 )O EO OOEA OAOE 1T £ POEAOOO Al
i AT 0O6h O A@bi AET OEA O1T EOU AAOxAAT xI[1OA ThArel& O A
OEiI 1T OEED AAOxAAT x1 OA AT A OAAOAI AT OA1 CAOOOOA E
tory of salvation through the performative characterof the word itself. In salvation history there is no
separation between what God saysand what he does His word appears as alive and active (cf. Heb

4:12), as the Hebrew term dabar itself makes clear. In the liturgical action too, we encounter his word

which accomplishes what it says. By educating the People of God to discover the performative charac-

OAO T &£ "TA80 x1 OA ET OEA 1 EOOOCUh xA xEI1l EAID
their individual lives.

The word of God and the Eucharist

54. What has been said in general about the relationship between the word and the sacraments takes

on deeper meaning when we turn to the celebration of the Eucharist. The profound unity of word and
Eucharist is grounded in the witness of Scripture (cf. Jn6; Lk 24), attested to by the Fathers of the

Church, and reaffirmed by the Second Vatican Council.[191] ( AOA xA OEETE 1T £ *A0OO
bread of life in the synagogue of Capernaum (cf. Jn6:22-69), with its underlying comparison between

Moses and Jesus, between the one who spoke face to face with God (cf. Ex33:11) and the one who

makes God known (cf£Jnp p w8 * AOOO86 AEOAT OOOA 11 OEA AOAAA
tained for his people with the manna in the desert, which is really the Torah, the life-giving word of

God (cf. Ps119;Prodqu g8 )1 EEO 1 x1 DAOOIT *AOGOO AOET ¢cO OfI
"TA EO OEAO xEEAE AT T AO Aix1T O i EAAOGAT AhA CE

6:33-0vq8 (AOA OOEA 1 Ax EAO AAATIT A A PAOOIT 8 7EAI
EEI OAT £ OT1T O1 OPAAEN xA QUOITU OFEARO AGGEAA GOMMA A 04
001 1T COA EO AOT OCEO OflLoghsbebabndfdsh, But Herk (hidflesh bedomes OA ' 1
dreadd CEOAT A& O OEAInd EUEAQR Ax DGR Al Odgithin P&EEsdry 0O  *
the cross, confirmed by the words about his blood being given as drink (cf. Jn6:53). The mystery of the
%OAEAOEOO OAOAAT O OEA OOOA i AT Lodobmadd Hebh, wh&gavA hink O A A
self up for us in the paschal mystery.

, OEA6O AAAT OT O T £# OEA AEOAEDPI AO i1 OEA xAU O ¢
the hearing of the word and the breaking of the bread (cf. Lk 24:13-35). Jesus approached the disciples

on the day after the Sabbath, listened as they spoke of their dashed hopes, and, joining them on their

ET 601 Auh OET OAOPOAOGAA O OEAI ET A1l OEA 3A0EDC
ciples began to look at the Scriptures in a new way in the company of this traveller who seemed so sur-
prisingly familiar with their lives. What had taken place in those days no longer appeared to them as
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failure, but as fulfilment and a new beginning. And yet, apparently not even these words were enough
for the two disciples. The Gospel of LukO AT AOAO OEAO OOEAEO AUAO xAOA

EEIi 6 jgtdopq TTIU xEAT *AOOO OITE OEA AOAAARh OA
AAOI EAO OOEAEO AUAO xAOA EAPO A&O1T 1 OAAT CIT EUET C
and then with the act of breaking bread, made it possible for the disciples to recognize him. Now they

xAOA AAT A O APPOAAEAOA ET A TAx xAU All OEAO C

EAAOOO AOOT xEOEET OO0 xEEI A EA OAI EAA OI OO0 i1

55. From these accounts it is clear that Scripture itself points us towards an appreciation of its own un-
AOAAEAAT A ATTA xEOE OEA %OAEAOEOO8 0O0) O AAT 1 AOA
claimed by the Church, has as its one purpose the sacrifice of the new new covenant and the banquet of
COAAAh OEAO Edhwodiad EvdArstark &H&Eydba@ind together that we cannot
understand one without the other: the word of God sacramentally takes flesh in the event of the Eucha-

rist. The Eucharist opens us to an understanding of Scripture, just as Scripture for its part illumines

AT A Agbl AET O OEA T UOOAOU T &£ OEA %OAEAOEOO8 511 A
OAEAOEOOh 1T 00 O1 AAROOOAT AET ¢ 1T £ 3AOEPOOOA OAIl AE
oured the word of God and the Eucharistic mystery with the same reverence, although not with the

same worship, and has always and everywhere insisted upon and sanctioned such honour. Moved by

the example of her Founder, she has never ceased to celebrate his paschal mystery by coming together

Oi OAAA OGET Ail OEA 3 AOEK420)A toCarfoutdhie wdrkpQBalva-i T A A
OET 1T OEOI OCE OEA AAI AAOCAOGEIT 1T &£ OEA 1T[AHM]l OEAT 1T A

The sacramentality of the word

56. Reflection on the performative character of the word of God in the sacramental action and a grow-
ing appreciation of the relationship between word and Eucharist lead to yet another significant theme
which emerged during the synodal assembly, that of the sacramentality of the word.[195] Here it may

EAI B Ol OAAAI 1T OEAO 01 PA * 1 gatranedaNE AOA ARDMO (1T AR £O,
AT A E1T DPAOOGEAOI AO O1I OOEA OEcCiT 1T £# OEA %OAEAOEOC
OECTI EEXZEAA T AEAO EO bPi OOEAI A[199We @ A& thad kt Ahe WaaktD O E C
I £/ OEA OAAOAI A1 OAT EOU 1T £ OEA xT OA T £ "1 A EO OERA

Al Adnegprgqh OEA OAAIT EOU 1T &£ OEA OAOGAAT AA T UOOAOU
T A AAT AA PAOAAEOAA AU AZ£AEOE OEOI 6CE OEA OOECI
*'TA60 771 OA AU AAAAPOEI ¢ OEA x1 OAO AT A AAOEITT O A
mental character of revelation points in turn to the history of salvation, to the way that word of God

enters time and space, and speaks to men and women, who are called to accept his gift in faith.

The sacramentality of the word can thus be understood by analogy with the real presence of Christ un-

der the appearances of the consecrated bread and wine.[197] By approaching the altar and partaking

ET OEA wOAEAOEOOEA AAT NOAO xA OO0OI U OEAOA ET OE
word at the celebration entails an acknowledgment that Christ himself is present, that he speaks to us,

[198] and that he wishes to be heard. Saint Jerome speaks of the way we ought to approach both the
%OAEAOEOO AT A OEA xT OA T &£ "1 Ad O7A AOA OAAAET C
of Christ; for me, the holy Scriptures are his teaching. And when he says: whoever does not eat my flesh

and drink my blood(Jn6:53), even though these words can also be understood of the [Eucharistic] Mys-

OAOUh #EOEOO8O0 AT AU AT A AITT A AOA OAAIT 1T U OEA xIi
[Eucharistic] Mystery, if a crumb falls to the ground we are troubled. Yet when we are listening to the
xI OA T &£ "TAnh AT A '"TA30 71 OA AT A #EOEOOG0 &I AOE

EAAAh xEAO COAAO bAOE Chrish ulyPresnt under the kpeciesbfbleddarl 8
wine, is analogously present in the word proclaimed in the liturgy. A deeper understanding of the sac-
OAI AT OAT EOQU T £ '"T A0 x1 OA AAT OEOO 1 AAA OO OI A
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OEITh xEEAE OAEAO Pl AAA OEOI OCE [200AaA dpprériatidii othis< | O A
AAT 111U AATAZEZEO OEA OPEOEOOAI 1 EZA 1T &£ OEA EAEC

Sacred Scripture and the Lectionary

57. In stressing the bond between word and Eucharist, the Synod also rightly wanted to call attention

to certain aspects of the celebration which concern the service of the word. In the first place I wish to
mention the importance of the Lectionary. The reform called for by the Second Vatican Council[201]

has borne fruit in a richer access to sacred Scripture, which is now offered in abundance, especially at

Sunday Mass. The present structure of the Lectionary not only presents the more important texts of
SAOEDOOOA xEOE O1T i1 A AOANOGAT Auh AOO Al 01 EAI PO C
ET OAOPI AU 1T £ OEA /1T A AT A . Ax 4AO0O0OAT AT O OAAAET CcC
AT T 1T AT TOAOCAA ET EBR®@ Mpraviikidgldiffitultdd 0 fe€rlg th@relationship be-

tween those readings should be approached in the light of canonical interpretation, that is to say, by
referring to the inherent unity of the Bible as a whole. Wherever necessary, the competent offices and

groups can make provision for publications aimed at bringing out the interconnection of the Lection-

ary readings, all of which are to be proclaimed to the liturgical assembly as called for by the liturgy of

the day. Other problems or difficulties should be brought to the attention of the Congregation for Di-

vine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments.

Nor should we overlook the fact that the current Lectionary of the Latin rite has ecumenical signifi-

cance, since it is used and valued also by communities not yet in full communion with the Catholic

Church. The issue of the Lectionary presents itself differently in the liturgies of the Eastern Catholic
#EOOAEAON OEA 3UITTA OANOAOOAA OEAD3thEdoancevBOA A
the proper tradition and competences of the sui iuris Churches, likewise taking into account the ecu-

menical context.

Proclamation of the word and the ministry of Reader

58. The Synod on the Eucharist had already called for greater care to be taken in the proclamation of
the word of God.[204] As is known, while the Gospel is proclaimed by a priest or deacon, in the Latin
tradition the first and second readings are proclaimed by an appointed reader, whether a man or a
woman. [ would like to echo the Synod Fathers who once more stressed the need for the adequate
training[205] of those who exercise the munusof reader in liturgical celebrations,[206] and particu-
larly those who exercise the ministry of Reader, which in the Latin rite is, as such, a lay ministry. All
those entrusted with this office, even those not instituted in the ministry of Reader, should be truly
OOEOAAT A AT A AAOAEOI T U OOAET AA8 4EEO OOAETEI G C
purpose of their biblical formation is to give readers the ability to understand the readings in context
and to perceive by the light of faith central point of the revealed message. The liturgical formation
ought to equip readers to have some grasp of the meaning and structure of the liturgy of the word and
the significance of its connection with the liturgy of the Eucharist. The technical preparation should
make the readers skilled in the art of reading publicly, either with the power of their own voice or with
OEA EAI D 1T £ ORGI A ANOEDI AT 086

The importance of the homily

vw8 WAAE | Ai AAO T &£ OEA 0ATPIA T &£ 'IT A OEAO AE AAEA
xT OA T &£ '"TA8 ' AAT OAET ¢l Uh OEA AEAEOEADI 1 EOOAT C
I #FEAA T £ OAAAEET ¢ AU OEOOOA 1T &£ OAAOAA 1T OAET AOE
T AT AT uUh AEOET POh DOEAOOO A1l A [208RHenkd wie @fiunderBtgh®thed T A
attention paid to the homily throughout the Synod. In the Apostolic Exhortation Sacramentum Carita-
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tish ) DI ETOAA 160 OEAO OCEOAT OEA Ei Pi OOAT AA T &
DOl OAA8 4EA ETTEIU OEO PAOO 1T £# OEA 1 EOOOCEAAI A

xi OA T &£ "1 Ah O OEAO EO AAT [20)AKe@omiAQs@ méans Efbringig A |
OEA OAOEDPOOOAI 1 AOOACA O1 T EAA ET A xAU OEAO EA

work in their everyday lives. It should lead to an understanding of the mystery being celebrated, serve

as a summons to mission, and prepare the assembly for the profession of faith, the universal prayer

and the Eucharistic liturgy. Consequently, those who have been charged with preaching by virtue of a

specific ministry ought to take this task to heart. Generic and abstract homilies which obscure the di-
OAAOT AGO T &£ "T A0 xi1 OA OET OI' A AA AOT EAAAR AO xA
attention to the preacher than to the heart of the Gospel message. The faithful should be able to per-

ceive clearly that the preacher has a compelling desire to present Christ, who must stand at the centre

of every homily. For this reason preachers need to be in close and constant contact with the sacred

text;[210] they should prepare for the homily by meditation and prayer, so as to preach with convic-

OEiIT AT A PAOOEI T8 4EA OUl il AAl AOOCAI Al U AOEAA OE
the Scriptures being proclaimed saying? What do they say to me personally? What should I say to the
community in the light of its concrete situation?[211]4 EA DOAAAEAO OOET O1 A AA
xI OA T £ '"TA xEEABOERAADI ADAEABDD ! OCOOOET A OAUC
POAAAEAO 1 OOxAOQAI U OEA xi OA 28] Thé hbmily BrOdhdag énd E A A
solemnities should be prepared carefully, without neglecting, whenever possible, to offer at weekday

Masses cum populobrief and timely reflections which can help the faithful to welcome the word which

was proclaimed and to let it bear fruit in their lives.

The fittingness of a Directory on Homiletics

60. The art of good preaching based on the Lectionary is an art that needs to be cultivated. Therefore,

in continuity with the desire expressed by the previous Synod,[214] I ask the competent authorities,

along the lines of the Eucharistic Compendium,[215] also to prepare practical publications to assist

ministers in carrying out their task as best they can: as for example a Directory on the homily, in which
preachers can find useful assistance in preparing to exercise their ministry. As Saint Jerome reminds

O0h POAAAEET ¢ TAAAOG OI AA AAAT i PATEAA AU OEA xE
AEAO UI OO x1 OAOh 1 AO0GO xEAT Ul O POAAAE ET #EOOAE
OAl £# AAO OEAO xAUed 8 )1 OEA DPOEAOO [2E] #EOEOON
The word of God, Reconciliation and the Anointing of the Sick

opp8 4ET OCE OEA %OAEAOEOO AAOOAET T U OAI AET O AATC
sacraments, we must also stress the importance of sacred Scripture in the other sacraments, especially

the sacraments of healing, namely the sacrament of Reconciliation or Penance, and the sacrament of

the Anointing of the Sick. The role of sacred Scripture in these sacraments is often overlooked, yet it
TAAAOG O AA AOOOOAA EOO POI PAO PI AAA8 7A 1 0OGEO
onciliation, for in it God has reconciled all things to himself (cf. 2 Cor5:18-20; Eph1:10). The loving for-
CEOAT AOGO T &£ "1 Ah 1T AAA £l ADEOBEOI DGEODEAAERDODA 0OZ
OEAT OAAAEOAO 1 ECEO OI OAAITCIEUA EEO OET O AT A E
218141 EAOA A AAAPAO AoPAOEAT AA 1T &£ OEA OAAITTAEIE
should be encouraged to prepare for confession by meditating on a suitable text of sacred Scripture

and to begin confession by reading or listening to a biblical exhortation such as those provided in the
OEOA8 7EAT AgGPOAOOEI ¢ Ai 1 OOEOEIT EO x1 Ol A AA ¢CIi
xT OAO 1 £ [314] uEhROKH< fhdidated in the rite. When possible, it would be good that at
particular times of the year, or whenever the opportunity presents itself, individual confession by a

number of penitents should take place within penitential celebrations as provided for by the ritual,

with due respect for the different liturgical traditions; here greater time can be devoted to the celebra-
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tion of the word through the use of suitable readings.

)yl OEA AAOA 1T £ OEA OAAOCAI AT O T £/ OEA "1 T ETOETC |
bl xAO T £ OEA xT OA T &£ '"T A EO A Al 1 OQRI SncrddAckig- OT
ture contains countless pages which speak of the consolation, support and healing which God brings.

7A AAT OEETE DPAOOEAOI AOI U T &£ *A0OOOS 1 x1 Al T OAT A
Word, shouldered our pain and suffered out of love for us, thus giving meaning to sickness and death.

It is good that in parishes and in hospitals, according to circumstances, community celebrations of the
sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick should be held. On these occasions greater space should be

given to the celebration of the word, and the sick helped to endure their sufferings in faith, in union

with the redemptive sacrifice of Christ who delivers us from evil.

The word of God and the Liturgy of the Hours

62. Among the forms of prayer which emphasize sacred Scripture, the Liturgy of the Hours has an un-

AT OAOAA Pl AAA8 4EA 3UTT A &AOGEAOO AAIT AA EO OA E
EO AOEI CO OEA AAEOEADI ETOI Ail OAAO x EOFAb@MDE D C
xA OEI Ol A OA&lI AAO i1 OEA DOl £ O A OEAT 1T CEAAI A
(1 O0O0h OEA #EOOAER AQGAOAEOEI C OEA BOBADGGIthd AALE
sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name (cf. Hebp c  pv 8 4EEO DOAI
of a bride speaking to her bridegroom, it is the very prayer that Christ himself, together with his Body,
AAAOAOOAA OJ222D0FAA &3ARONET AT O%6 668A OEA AT #1 O1 AETI OOAOAA
in this prayer not only fulfil a duty of the Church, but also share in the high honour of the spouse of

Christ; for by celebrating the praises of God, they stand before his throne in the name of the Church,
OEAEO {2030Mhe\LiDubgs of the Hours, as the public prayer of the Church, sets forth the Chris-

tian ideal of the sanctification of the entire day, marked by the rhythm of hearing the word of God and
praying the Psalms; in this way every activity can find its point of reference in the praise offered to

God.

Those who by virtue of their state in life are obliged to pray the Liturgy of the Hours should carry out
this duty faithfully for the benefit of the whole Church. Bishops, priests and deacons aspiring to the
priesthood, all of whom have been charged by the Church to celebrate this liturgy, are obliged to pray
all the Hours daily.[224] As for the obligation of celebrating this liturgy in the Eastern Catholic
Churches sui iuris, the prescriptions of their proper law are to be followed.[225] I also encourage com-
munities of consecrated life to be exemplary in the celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours, and thus to
become a point of reference and an inspiration for the spiritual and pastoral life of the whole Church.

The Synod asked that this prayer become more widespread among the People of God, particularly the
recitation of Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer. This could only lead to greater familiarity with the
word of God on the part of the faithful. Emphasis should also be placed on the value of the Liturgy of
the Hours for the First Vespers of Sundays and Solemnities, particularly in the Eastern Catholic
Churches. To this end [ recommend that, wherever possible, parishes and religious communities pro-
mote this prayer with the participation of the lay faithful.

The word of God and the Book of Blessings

63. Likewise, in using the Book of Blessings attention should be paid to the space allotted to proclaim-

ing, hearing and briefly explaining the word of God. Indeed the act of blessing, in the cases provided for

by the Church and requested by the faithful, should not be something isolated but related in its proper

degree to the liturgical life of the People of God. In this sense a blessing, as a genuine sacred sign which
OAAOEOAO EOO T AATET ¢ AT A AEEAAOE A4 & Di®impaddnd ' T A
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also to use these situations as means of reawakening in the faithful a hunger and thirst for every word
that comes from the mouth of God (cf. Mt 4:4).

Suggestions and practical proposals for promoting fuller participation in the liturgy

64. Having discussed some basic elements of the relationship between the liturgy and the word of God,
[ would now like to take up and develop several proposals and suggestions advanced by the Synod Fa-
thers with a view to making the People of God ever more familiar with the word of God in the context
of liturgical actions or, in any event, with reference to them.

a) Celebrations of the word of God

65. The Synod Fathers encouraged all pastors to promote times devoted to the celebration of the word

in the communities entrusted to their care.[227] These celebrations are privileged occasions for an en-
counter with the Lord. This practice will certainly benefit the faithful, and should be considered an im-
portant element of liturgical formation. Celebrations of this sort are particularly significant as a prepa-
ration for the Sunday Eucharist; they are also a way to help the faithful to delve deeply into the riches

of the Lectionary, and to pray and meditate on sacred Scripture, especially during the great liturgical
seasons of Advent and Christmas, Lent and Easter. Celebrations of the word of God are to be highly rec-
ommended especially in those communities which, due to a shortage of clergy, are unable to celebrate

the Eucharistic sacrifice on Sundays and holydays of obligation. Keeping in mind the indications al-

ready set forth in the Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Sacramentum Caritatisvith regard to Sunday
celebrations in the absence of a priest,[228] | recommend that competent authorities prepare ritual
directories, drawing on the experience of the particular Churches. This will favour, in such circum-

stances, celebrations of the word capable of nourishing the faith of believers, while avoiding the danger

I £#/ OEA 1 AOOAO AAET ¢ AT 1 £OOCAA xEOE AAI AAOAOGEITO
1 ACAA T1T1ATOO0 1T £/ POAUAO A1 O "1 A [&2b) OATA ETT U bC

The Synod Fathers also recommended celebrations of the word of God on pilgrimages, special feasts,
popular missions, spiritual retreats and special days of penance, reparation or pardon. The various ex-
pressions of popular piety, albeit not liturgical acts and not to be confused with liturgical celebrations,
should nonetheless be inspired by the latter and, above all, give due space to the proclamation and
EAAOET C T £ '"T A0 x1 OANn OPI bpdOI A0 PEAOU AAT FEET A
OEiTh ET OOPAOAAT A ITAAIT O I £ PpQAUAO AT A EAOOEOAODI

b) The word and silence

66. In their interventions, a good number of Synod Fathers insisted on the importance of silence in re-

lation to the word of God and its reception in the lives of the faithful.[231] The word, in fact, can only

be spoken and heard in silence, outward and inward. Ours is not an age which fosters recollection; at

times one has the impression that people are afraid of detaching themselves, even for a moment, from

the mass media. For this reason, it is necessary nowadays that the People of God be educated in the

OA1 OA 1T &£ OEI AT AAs8 2AAEOAT OGAOET ¢ OEA AAT OOAI EOU
covering a sense of recollection and inner repose. The great patristic tradition teaches us that the mys-

teries of Christ all involve silence.[232] Only in silence can the word of God find a home in us, as it did

in Mary, woman of the word and, inseparably, woman of silence. Our liturgies must facilitate this atti-

tude of authentic listening: Verbo crescente, verba deficiufit33]

A4EA EI Bl OOATAA T &£ All OEEO EO PAOOEAOI AOI U AOEA
AOAOAA ET A xAU OHBO3IEAAT A0 KEAEOAAET RA8 £ Oh C(
OEA AAI m-ﬂelﬁ)eél 'EnAboﬁrSge Pastors to foster moments of recollection whereby, with the
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assistance of the Holy Spirit, the word of God can find a welcome in our hearts.
c) The solemn proclamation of the word of God

67. Another suggestion which emerged from the Synod was that the proclamation of the word of God,

and the Gospel in particular, should be made more solemn, especially on major liturgical feasts,

through the use of the Gospel Book, carried in procession during the opening rites and then brought to

the lectern by a deacon or priest for proclamation. This would help the people of God to realize that

OOEA OAAAET C 1T &£ OEA '1 OPAl EO [DBEAKoldvingthe inBidatiohs® 1 A
contained in the Ordo Lectionum Missaét is good that the word of God, especially the Gospel, be en-

hanced by being proclaimed in song, particularly on certain solemnities. The greeting, the initial an-

17T 061 AAT A1 6 O! OAAAEIT C &£O01T1T OEA EIT1TU "1 O0PAI 6 Al
could well be sung as a way of emphasizing the importance of what was read.[237]

d) The word of God in Christian churches

68. In order to facilitate hearing the word of God, consideration should be given to measures which can

help focus the attention of the faithful. Concern should be shown for church acoustics, with due respect

£l O 1EOOOCEAAT AT A AOAEEOAAOOOAI 11 01 08 O"EOEIE
take care that they be adapted to the proclamation of the word, to meditation and to the celebration of

the Eucharist. Sacred spaces, even apart from the liturgical action, should be eloquent and should pre-

OAT &6 OEA #EOEOOEAT 1 UOOAQRBIIET OAI AGET1T O1 OEA x
Special attention should be given to the amboas the liturgical space from which the word of God is pro-
claimed. It should be located in a clearly visible place to which the attention of the faithful will be natu-

rally drawn during the liturgy of the word. It should be fixed, and decorated in aesthetic harmony with

the altar, in order to present visibly the theological significance of the double table of the word and of

the Eucharist The readings, the responsorial psalm and the Exsultet are to be proclaimed from the

ambo; it can also be used for the homily and the prayers of the faithful.[239]

The Synod Fathers also proposed that churches give a place of honour to the sacred Scriptures, even
outside of liturgical celebrationg240] It is good that the book which contains the word of God should
enjoy a visible place of honour inside the Christian temple, without prejudice to the central place
proper to the tabernacle containing the Blessed Sacrament.[241]

e) The exclusive use of biblical texts in the liturgy

69. The Synod also clearly reaffirmed a point already laid down by liturgical law,[242] namely that the
readings drawn from sacred Scripture may never be replaced by other téxiwever significant the lat-

OAO T AU AA &£01 i A OPEOEOOAI 10 DPAOOI OAI OOAT ADPI
OA1 OA AT A OEAEAO Ai 1 OAET AA ET OAADTEis & Am0iénOrQ<d OA h
of the Church which is to be maintained.[244] In the face of certain abuses, Pope John Paul Il had al-

ready reiterated the importance of never using other readings in place of sacred Scripture.[245] It

should also be kept in mind that the Responsorial Psalris also the word of God, and hence should not

be replaced by other texts; indeed it is most appropriate that it be sung.

f) Biblically-inspired liturgical song
70. As part of the enhancement of the word of God in the liturgy, attention should also be paid to the
use of song at the times called for by the particular rite. Preference should be given to songs which are

of clear biblical inspiration and which express, through the harmony of music and words, the beauty of

38


http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn236
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn237
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn238
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn239
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn240
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn241
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn242
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn243
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn244
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn245

"1 A6O x1 OA8 7A x1 OI' A Ai xAl1 O 1 AEA OEA 1100 I
dition which respect this criterion. I think in particular of the importance of Gregorian chant.[246]

g) Particular concern for the visually and hearing impaired

xp8 (AOA ) xEOE Al O0F O1 OAAAIl OEA 3UllT A8O OAAI
encounter problems in participating actively in the liturgy; I think, for example, of the visually and

hearing impaired. I encourage our Christian communities to offer every possible practical assistance to

our brothers and sisters suffering from such impairments, so that they too can be able to experience a

living contact with the word of the Lord.[247

The Word Of God In The Life Of The Church
Encountering the word of God in sacred Scripture

72. If it is true that the liturgy is the privileged place for the proclamation, hearing and celebration of

the word of God, it is likewise the case that this encounter must be prepared in the hearts of the faithful

and then deepened and assimilated, above all by them. The Christian life is essentially marked by an
encounter with Jesus Christ, who calls us to follow him. For this reason, the Synod of Bishops fre-

quently spoke of the importance of pastoral care in the Christian communities as the proper setting

where a personal and communal journey based on the word of God can occur and truly serve as the
AAOGEO &£ O 100 OPEOEOOAI 1 EZA8 7EOE OEA 3UITA &A
new season of greater love for sacred Scripture on the part of every member of the People of God, so

that their prayerful and faith-filled reading of the Bible will, with time, deepen their personal relation-

OEEDP xEQB] *A00O0O68

Throughout the history of the Church, numerous saints have spoken of the need for knowledge of
Scripture in order to grow in love for Christ. This is evident particularly in the Fathers of the Church.

SAET O »AOi T An ET EEO COAAO 11 OGA A1 O OEA x1 OA 1 A
ETT x1 AACA 1T £# 3AOEDOOOANr AU xEEAE xA Al i A [@b] ETI
(A ETAx xAl1l OEAO OEA "EAIT A EO OEA RAMsedviebU xE
OEA 2711 AT 1T AOOT1T , AOA AAT OO OAEOET ¢ EAO AAOCEOA
SAOEDOOOA AAAE AAU8 O0OAUAO OEIOI A Ai111Tx OAAAEI
EAxAT T AOU AT A OEI Eh OBA1f AOT i A®A DEAT AEVEDOR AEA
Al 0 AA Appl EAA O 0O0O0qg O2AAA OEA AEOET A 3AO0OEDOC
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who devoted his life to the study of the Bible and who gave the Church its Latin translation, the Vul-

gate, as well as the example of all those saints who made an encounter with Christ the centre of their

spiritual lives. Let us renew our efforts to understand deeply the word which God has given to his
HEOOAE]Q OEOO xA AAT AEI /A O OEAO [(5F EropaseddPbbde A A O A
John Paul II at the beginning of the third Christian millennium, which finds constant nourishment in
attentively hearing the word of God.

Letting the Bible inspire pastoral activity

73. Along these lines the Synod called for a particular pastoral commitment to emphasizing the central-

EOU T £ OEA xT OA T &£ 'T A ET OEA #EOOAEGSO 1 EEAR Al
side other forms of pastoral work, but as a means of letting the Bible inspire all pastoral wadk854]
This does not mean adding a meeting here or there in parishes or dioceses, but rather of examining the
ordinary activities of Christian communities, in parishes, associations and movements, to see if they
are truly concerned with fostering a personal encounter with Christ, who gives himself to us in his
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xT OA8 3ETAA OECIT OAT AA 1T £ OR%] nlng théBDI6 Adi3pirktion E C1
of every ordinary and extraordinary pastoral outreach will lead to a greater awareness of the person of
Christ, who reveals the Father and is the fullness of divine revelation.

For this reason I encourage pastors and the faithful to recognize the importance of this emphasis on

the Bible: it will also be the best way to deal with certain pastoral problems which were discussed at

the Synod and have to do, for example, with the proliferation of sectswhich spread a distorted and ma-
nipulative reading of sacred Scripture. Where the faithful are not helped to know the Bible in accor-

AAT AA xEOE OEA #EOOAEGSO AZAEOE AT A AAOGAA 11 EAO
ground for realities like the sects to take root. Provision must also be made for the suitable preparation

of priests and lay persons who can instruct the People of God in the genuine approach to Scripture.
Furthermore, as was brought out during the Synod sessions, it is good that pastoral activity also favour

the growth of small communited O/&l Of AA AU Z£AI EI EAO 10 AAOGAA EI
Al AGEAT 11 OAI AT 00 RbeAwhichican hdlpitd pfofidteHotniathod) prayer and
ETT xI AACA T £ OEA "EAIT A ET AAAT OAAT AA xEOE OEA #

The biblical dimension of catechesis

N o~ N o~ N o

xt8 !'T EI i OOAT O AOPAAO T &£#/ OEA #EOOAEB8O DPAOOT OA
OEA AAT OOAT EOU T &£ "1 A0 x1 OA EO AAOAAEAOEOh xEE
PAT U OEA ET O0OT AU 1T £ OEA 0 ALkR24:18-35) othe discipBs whdrleeh 6 O A
*AOOO 11 OEA OFI AA O1 %i i AOO OAPOAOGAT OOh ET O11 A
bl AT AOCGETT 1T &£ OEA 3AOEDPOOOAOGHh Al LKR®DR8) hsAlkoivd x E

that they are fulfilled in his person.[257] The hope which triumphs over every failure was thus reborn,
and made those disciples convinced and credible witnesses of the Risen Lord.

The General Catechetical Directorgontains valuable guidelines for a biblically inspired catechesis and I
readily encourage that these be consulted.[258] Here [ wish first and foremost to stress that catechesis

Ol 666 AA PAOIi AAOGAA AU OEA 1 ET AOAOh OEA OPEOEO A
siduous contact with the texts themselves; yet it also means remembering that catechesis will be all the
OEAEAO AT A 17T OA AEEAAOGEOA &£ O OAAAET ¢ OEAandbdradOC
AOAxET ¢ ET OPEOAOEITT &OI i OEA Oxi TEITATTEA 1T £ C
personages, events and well-known sayings should thus be encouraged; this can also be promoted by

the judicious memorization of some passages which are particularly expressive of the Christian mys-
OAOEAO8 #AOAAEAOEAAI x1 OE Al xAuO AT OAEI O ADPDOI A
that its words can be perceived as living, just as Christ is alive today wherever two or three are gath-

ered in his name (cf. Mt 18:20). Catechesis should communicate in a lively way the history of salvation

AT A OEA AT 1 O0AT O 1T £ OEA #EOOAEGO AZAEOEh AT A O1 A
tory is also a part of his or her own life.

Here it is important to stress the relationship between sacred Scripture and the Catechism of the Catho-

lic Church as it is set forth in the General Catechetical Directogy O3 AAOAA 3 AOEDOOOAR
IT£ '"TA xOEOOAT O1 AAO OEA ET OPEOAOGEIT 1T &£ OR&a (11
significant contemporary expression of the living Tradition of the Church and a sure norm for teaching

the faith, are called, each in its own way and according to its specific authority, to nourish catechesis in

N~ o~ N

OEA #EOOR® O1 AAUO6 S8
The biblical formation of Christians

75. In order to achieve the goal set by the Synod, namely, an increased emphasis on the Bible in the

N~ N~ N = =z S o~ A s o A N~

#EOOAES O DAOOI OAI AAOEOEOUh Ail #EOEOOEAT Oh AT A
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Attention needs to be paid to the biblical apostolate which is a very valuable means to that end, as the
#EOOAES6O AOPAOEAT AA EAO OEI x1 8 4EA 3UITTA &AOEAC
of existing academic structures, centres of formation should be established where laity and missionar-

ies can be trained to understand, live and proclaim the word of God. Also, where needed, specialized
institutes for biblical studies should be established to ensure that exegetes possess a solid understand-

ing of theology and an appropriate appreciation for the contexts in which they carry out their mission.

[261]

Sacred Scripture in large ecclesial gatherings

76. Among a variety of possible initiatives, the Synod suggested that in meetings, whether at the dioce-
san, national or international levels, greater emphasis be given to the importance of the word of God,
its attentive hearing, and the faith-filled and prayerful reading of the Bible. In Eucharistic Congresses,
whether national or international, at World Youth Days and other gatherings, it would be praiseworthy
to make greater room for the celebration of the word and for biblically-inspired moments of formation.

[262]

The word of God and vocations

xx8 )I OOOAOOETI ¢ AZAEOEGO EIT OOEI OEA 0OO0ii11T0 O1 A
our midst, the Synod also emphasized that this word calls each one of us personally, revealing that life

itself is a vocatiorfrom God. In other words, the more we grow in our personal relationship with the

Lord Jesus, the more we realize that he is calling us to holiness in and through the definitive choices by

which we respond to his love in our lives, taking up tasks and ministries which help to build up the

Church. This is why the Synod frequently encouraged all Christians to grow in their relationship with

the word of God, not only because of their Baptism, but also in accordance with their call to various

states in life. Here we touch upon one of the pivotal points in the teaching of the Second Vatican Coun-

cil, which insisted that each member of the faithful is called to holiness according to his or her proper

state in life.[263]/ OO AAlI 1 OiF EIT 1 ET AOO EO OAOAAI AAL&wl OAA
ppdttnN pwden c¢mgxqs8 3AET O 0AOI OEAT PIET OO 100
00 AAAEI O OEA &I O1 AAGETT 1T &£ OEA x1 Ol Ah EgphEA.0 xA

0AOI 80 COAAOET C O EEO AOiI OEAOO AT A OEOOAOO EI

I £ 60qg 041 Al1 "TA80 AAI 1T OAAh xEIT AOA AAI T AA OI
AT A OEA , 1T OARmMADROO #EOEOOAG |

a) Ordained ministers and the word of God

xp8 ) xI OIA 1TEEA O OPAAE AEAEOOO O OEA #EOOAE®SC
3UT T A0 OOABAT AT O OEAO OOGEA xT OA T &£ "1 A EO EITAE
i ET EOOAO I[24] Bidhdbps, pribsts, Andl 8eacons can hardly think that they are living out their
vocation and mission apart from a decisive and renewed commitment to sanctification, one of whose
PEI T AOO EO Ai1 OAAO xEOE '1 A80O x1 OAS

79. To those called to the episcopatewho are the first and most authoritative heralds of the word, |
would repeat the words of Pope John Paul II in his Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Pastores Gregis

&1 O OEA 11 OOEOEI AT O AT A POI GCOAOGO 1T £ EEO ODPEOEOC
ing and meditation on the word of God. Every Bishop must commend himself and feel himself com-
i AT AAA 001 OEA , 1 OA AT A O OEA xT OA T &£ EEO COAA
ATT1Tc ATl OET OA ActE20:32A Before BedomiAgOite Ao Aahds onjthe word, the

Bishop, together with his priests and indeed like every member of the faithful, and like the Church her-
OAl £#h 1 OO0 AA A EAAOAO T £# OEA x1 OA8 (A OEI 61 A A
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personal reading and study of sacred Scripture, in imitation of Mary, Virgo Audiensand Queen of the
Apostles.

80. To prieststoo, I would recall the words of Pope John Paul II, who in the Post-Synodal Apostolic Ex-
hortation Pastores Dabo Votis OOAOAA OEAO O OmbidistebadtheAvOrd of EadtoneE OO O
crated and sent to announce the Good News of the Kingdom to all, calling every person to the obedi-

ence of faith and leading believers to an ever increasing knowledge of and communion in the mystery

of God, as revealed and communicated to us in Christ. For this reason the priest himself ought first of

all to develop a great personal familiarity with the word of God. Knowledge of its linguistic and exegeti-

cal aspects, though certainly necessary, is not enough. He needs to approach the word with a docile and
prayerful heart so that it may deeply penetrate his thoughts and feelings and bring about a new out-
lookinhimzOOEA [ ET1 Al dorgFd# BEBBBeGuently, his words, his choices and his be-
EAOET OO I 000 ET AOAAOGET ciu AAATI A A OA&I AAGET T h
OAAEAAOGS ET OEA x1 OA xEI1 OEA DPOEAOGO AAATI A A E

OEA OOOOE AT A[287A OAO 0001 U AEOAAGS

In a word, the priestly vocation demands thatonebe AT T OA A OA O A A. Je€nEstatesdhis Alear®O O O
xEOE OACAOA OI EEO AEOAEDPI AOGq O3AT AGEAU OEAI EI
OEA x1 Ol Ah O1 ) EAOA INOAT-B®). Thedistiplekih a@drtaifsEnde becdm® 1 A 6
OAOAx1T ET Ol ETOEIi AAU xEOE 'T A AU AARAET C Ei il AOOAEA
POOEAVUEI C AAOER OEA AOAAOGEOAR PixAO xEBABABEAI] CA
OEAOh O3AT AGE&EZU OEAI ET OEA OOOOE6h 1T AAT O ET OE
Bind them to me. Draw them into me. For there is only one priest of the New Covenant, Jesus Christ

E E | OJAd9]Adiests need to grow constantly in their awareness of this reality.

pp8 ) xT Ol A Al O T EEA O OPAAE 1T £ OEAddid@oéndendt | A
only as the final step towards the order of priesthood, but as a permanent service. The Directory for the
Permanent Diaconat® OAOA O OEAO OOEA AAAATT180 OEATIT CEAAI

specific spirituality, which is presented essentially as a spirituality of service. The model par excellence

EO #EOEOO AO OAOOAT Oh 1 EOAA O1 OAl 1 R70AFmEnE fer- OA O C
OPAAGEOGAR T1TA AAT OAA Ei xh ET OEA OAOET OO AEI Al
of diaconal spirituality is the word of God, of which the deacon is called to be an authoritative preacher,

AAT EAOET ¢ xEAO EA POAAAEAOh OAAAEET Q27X BeA®IrécA AA
ommend that deacons nourish their lives by the faith-filled reading of sacred Scripture, accompanied

Au OOOAU AT A POAUAO8 4EAU OET OI A AA ET OO1T AOCAAA
the relationship between Scripture and Tradition; in particular to the use of Scripture in preaching, in

s o~ A s s s oA N s A

AAOAAEAOGEO AT A ET DPADDI OAIT AAOEOEOU E CAT AOAT o
b) The word of God and candidates for Holy Orders

82. The Synod attributed particular importance to the decisive role that the word of God must play in

OEA OPEOEOOAI T EZEA 1T &£ AAT AEAAOGAOG I O OEA 1T ET EOC
to love the word of God. Scripture should thus be the soul of their theological formation, and emphasis

i 000 AA CEOAT O1 OEA ET AEODPAT OAAT A ET OAG®BI AU 1 A
4E] OA AOPEOEI ¢ O OEA 1 ETEOOAOEAI DPOEAOOEIT A AC
word, particularly in lectio diving so that this relationship will in turn nurture their vocation: it is in
OEA T ECEO AT A OOOAT COE 1T &£ '"TA60 x1I OA OEAO 11A
1T OAA ATA A& 11T xAAh ATA 1T1TA80 DPOT PAO [ EOOEI 1
God, so that faith, as our response to the word, may become a new criterion for judging and evaluating
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persons and things, events and issues.[274

Such attention to the prayerful reading of Scripture must not in any way lead to a dichotomy with re-

gard to the exegetical studies which are a part of formation. The Synod recommended that seminarians

be concretely helped to see the relationship between biblical studies and scriptural prayéte study of
Scripture ought to lead to an increased awareness of the mystery of divine revelation and foster an at-

titude of prayerful response to the Lord who speaks. Conversely, an authentic life of prayer cannot fail

Oi 1T O0OOO0OA ET OEA AAT AEAAOAGO EAAOO A AAOEOA A
in his word as infinite love. Hence, great care should be taken to ensure that seminarians always culti-

vate this reciprocity between study and prayen their lives. This end will be served if candidates are

introduced to the study of Scripture through methods which favour this integral approach.
c) The word of God and the consecrated life

wo8 7TEOE OACAOA O OEA AiT OAAOAOGAA 1 EAAR OEA 3¢
DI OAOOU AT A 1 AAAEAT AA OEOO AAAI[174 he Kok SpiriE 0 &Hog O A
OEA "EAIT A xAO xOEOOAT h EO OEA OAIi A 3DPEOEO xEI E
ders and foundresses. Every charism and every rule springs from it and seeks to be an expression of
E 261 thus opening up new pathways of Christian living marked by the radicalism of the Gospel.

Here [ would mention that the great monastic tradition has always considered meditation on sacred
Scripture to be an essential part of its specific spirituality, particularly in the form of lectio divina To-
day too, both old and new expressions of special consecration are called to be genuine schools of the
spiritual life, where the Scriptures can be read according to the Holy Spirit in the Church, for the bene-
fit of the entire People of God. The Synod therefore recommended that communities of consecrated life
always make provision for solid instruction in the faith-filled reading of the Bible.[278]

Once again [ would like to echo the consideration and gratitude that the Synod expressed with regard

to those forms of contemplative lifewhose specific charism is to devote a great part of their day to imi-

tating the Mother of God, who diligently pondered the words and deeds of her Son (cf. Lk 2:19, 51), and
-AOU T &£ "AOEAT URh xEI OAO AO OEA , 1 OAXM:3gEARIAK AT A
in particular of monks and cloistered nuns, who by virtue of their separation from the world are all the

more closely united to Christ, the heart of the world. More than ever, the Church needs the witness of

AT AT A xT 1 AT OAOI T OAA O1 ObO9]iThe@&rld fody idofketxOA C
cessively caught up in outward activities and risks losing its bearings. Contemplative men and women,

AU OEAEO 1 EOAO T &£ POAUAOh AOOAT OEOA EAAOET ¢ AT A
live by bread alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of God (cf. Mt 4:4). All the faithful,
OEAT h OEI O A AA Al AAOI U AT 1 OAEI 6O OEAO OEEO £i C
indeed, the one thing necessary: there is an ultimate reason which makes life worth living, and that is

s~ N o~ A s AN

T A ATA EEO ERSOAOOOAAT A 11 OAo6s8
d) The word of God and the lay faithful

84. The Synod frequently spoke of the laity and thanked them for their generous activity in spreading
the Gospel in the various settings of daily life, at work and in the schools, in the family and in educa-
tion.[281] This responsibility, rooted in Baptism, needs to develop through an ever more conscious
#EOEOOEAT xAU 1T £ 1 EEZAA AAPAAI A 1 Ret30H.AnAhke Gdspelmi Mat- Al
thewh * AOOO BI ET OO0 100 OEAO OOEA EEAI A EO OEA xic
AT1T o6 jpodoywyas8 4EAOCA x1 OAO APPI U AOPAAEAIT U O C
Ol EITTETAOGO Au A 1 EZA ET OEA 3 mmagenenth@EmBioaid A C
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tersand by their participation in earthly activitiesd[832]4 EA 1 AEOU 1T AAA O AA OC
will through a familiarity with his word, read and studied in the Church under the guidance of her le-

gitimate pastors. They can receive this training at the school of the great ecclesial spiritualities, all of

which are grounded in sacred Scripture. Wherever possible, dioceses themselves should provide an
opportunity for continuing formation to lay persons charged with particular ecclesial responsibilities.

[283]

e) The word of God, marriage and the family

85. The Synod also felt the need to stress the relationship between the word of God, marriage and the
#EOEOOEAT #ZAiTEI U8 )T AAAAh OxEOE OEA DOl Al Al AOGEIT
AAT ET EAO OEAEO OOOA EAAT OEOUh xEAO EO EO[28AIl A xE
Consequently, it must never be forgotten that the word of God is at the very origin of marriagef. Gen

2:24) and that Jesus himself made marriage one of the institutions of his Kingdom (cf. Mt 19:4-8), ele-
OAOET ¢ OI OEA AECIEOU T £ A OAAOAT AT O xEAO xAO E
celebration of the sacrament, a man and a woman speak a prophetic word of reciprocal self-giving, that

I £ AAET ¢ OITA mI AOGES6h A OECT 1 £ OEA EphB:B oAk @ubsgi £
&EAAI EOU O1T 'TA8O x1 OA 1 AAAO 060 O PIETO 1T00 OE
from the current mentality. In the face of widespread confusion in the sphere of affectivity, and the rise

of ways of thinking which trivialize the human body and sexual differentiation, the word of God re-

affirms the original goodness of the human being, created as man and woman and called to a love

which is faithful, reciprocal and fruitful.

The great mystery of marriage is the source of the essential responsibility of parents towards their chil-

dren. Part of authentic parenthood is to pass on and bear witness to the meaning of life in Christ:

OEOI OGCE OEAEO Z£EAAI EOU AT A OEA OTEOU 1T &£ EAIEIU
children. The ecclesial community must support and assist them in fostering family prayer, attentive

hearing of the word of God, and knowledge of the Bible. To this end the Synod urged that every house-

hold have its Biblgto be kept in a worthy place and used for reading and prayer. Whatever help is

needed in this regard can be provided by priests, deacons and a well-prepared laity. The Synod also
recommended the formation of small communities of families, where common prayer and meditation

on passages of Scripture can be cultivated.[286]3 BT OOA O OEIT O1 A Al Oi  OAi Al A
EO A DPOAAET OO0 OODPDPI OO AiEA OEA AEAAERD] OEAO xEE

Here I would like to highlight the recommendations of the Synod concerning the role of women in rela-
tiontothewordofGo8 41 AAUh 11T OA OEAT El1T OB tobsAtBlivordsOE A O
John Paul II, has contributed greatly to the understanding of Scripture and to the whole life of the

Church, and this is now also the case with biblical studies. The Synod paid special attention to the in-
dispensable role played by women in the family, education, catechesis and the communication of val-
OAO8 O4EAU EAOA Al AAEI EOU O 1 AAA PATPI A O ER&
AT A O1 OET x OEA 1T AATET C 1 £ Al [O0FEhepdredike®ise mbsden-1 £ A
gers of love, models of mercy and peacemakers; they communicate warmth and humanity in a world

which all too often judges people according to the ruthless criteria of exploitation and profit.

4EA DPOAUAOAEOI OAAAET C 1T &£ OAAOAA 3AOEDOOOA AT A C

86. The Synod frequently insisted on the need for a prayerful approach to the sacred text as a funda-

mental element in the spiritual life of every believer, in the various ministries and states in life, with
particular reference to lectio divina[290] The word of God is at the basis of all authentic Christian
spirituality. The Synod Fathers thus took up the words of the Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbung, O, A O
the faithful go gladly to the sacred text itself, whether in the sacred liturgy, which is full of the divine
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words, or in devout reading, or in such suitable exercises and various other helps which, with the ap-

proval and guidance of the pastors of the Church, are happily spreading everywhere in our day. Let

OEAI OAI Ai AAOh ET xAOAOh OEAO DPOAUAO OEIT DilAhe AAAT
Council thus sought to reappropriate the great patristic tradition which had always recommended ap-

DOl AAEET ¢ OEA 3AOEDPOOOA ET AEAITCOA xEOE '1 A8 !
OPAAE O '1T A8 7EAT UIT O OAAA OEA "EAI Ah '[29R] ODPAA
Origen, one of the great masters of this way of reading the Bible, maintains that understanding Scrip-

ture demands, even more than study, closeness to Christ and prayer. Origen was convinced, in fact, that

the best way to know God is through love, and that there can be no authentic scientia Christiapart from
growth in his love. In his Letter to Gregoph OEA COAAO ! 1 AGAT AOEAT OEAT I
yourself to the lectio of the divine Scriptures; apply yourself to this with perseverance. Do your reading

with the intent of believing in and pleasing God. If during the lectio you encounter a closed door, knock

AT A EO xEI1 AA TpPATAA O Ui d AU OEAO COAOAEAT 1
By applying yourself in this way to lectio diving search diligently and with unshakable trust in God for

the meaning of the divine Scriptures, which is hidden in great fullness within. You ought not, however,

to be satisfied merely with knocking and seeking: to understand the things of God, what is absolutely
necessaryisoratio8 &1 O OEEO OAAOI T h OEA 3AOEI 60 Oi1 A 060
AT A EO OEAIT AA T pPATAA O Ui O6h [ADHO Al O AAAAAnR

In this regard, however, one must avoid the risk of an individualistic approagtand remember that

"TA80 x1T OA EO CEOAT OF OO0 DPOAAEOAI U O1T AOEI A Al
While it is a word addressed to each of us personally, it is also a word which builds community, which

builds the Church. Consequently, the sacred text must always be approached in the communion of the
Churcl8 )1 AEEAAOHh OA AT 11 01T Al OAAAET C 1T &£ 3A0EDPOOC
ET OEA OAAOAA 3AOEDPOOOAO EO OEA o0AiBPIA T &£ '1Ah
because its subject, the People of God inspired by God himself, is always the same, and therefore the

word is always alive in the living subject. As such, it is important to read and experience sacred Scrip-

ture in communion with the Church, that is, with all the great witnesses to this word, beginning with

the earliest Fathers up to the saints of our own day, up to the present-AAU | ACE[QQA OEOI 6 8

For this reason, the privileged placeor the prayerful reading of sacred Scripture is the liturgy, and par-
ticularly the Eucharistin which, as we celebrate the Body and Blood of Christ in the sacrament, the
word itself is present and at work in our midst. In some sense the prayerful reading of the Bible, per-
sonal and communal, must always be related to the Eucharistic celebration. Just as the adoration of the
Eucharist prepares for, accompanies and follows the liturgy of the Eucharist,[295] so too prayerful
reading, personal and communal, prepares for, accompanies and deepens what the Church celebrates
when she proclaims the word in a liturgical setting. By so closely relating lectio and liturgy, we can bet-
ter grasp the criteria which should guide this practice in the area of pastoral care and in the spiritual
life of the People of God.

87. The documents produced before and during the Synod mentioned a number of methods for a faith-

filled and fruitful approach to sacred Scripture. Yet the greatest attention was paid to lectio diving,

xEEAE EO O000I U OAAPAAT A T &£ 1TPATETC OPp O OEA A
AAT 606 AT AT AT O1 OAO xEOE [R¥|0&EDIDlike herktA reviety thebhsg x T O A
steps of this procedure. It opens with the reading (lectio) of a text, which leads to a desire to under-

stand its true content: what does the biblical text say in itsel#¥ithout this, there is always a risk that

the text will become a pretext for never moving beyond our own ideas. Next comes meditation

(meditatio), which asks: what does the biblical text say to u$ere, each person, individually but also as

a member of the community, must let himself or herself be moved and challenged. Following this

comes prayer (oratio), which asks the question: what do we say to the Lord in response to his word?
Prayer, as petition, intercession, thanksgiving and praise, is the primary way by which the word trans-
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forms us. Finally, lectio divinaconcludes with contemplation (contemplatio), during which we take up,

as a gift from God, his own way of seeing and judging reality, and ask ourselves what conversion of

mind, heart and life is the Lord asking of usPthe Letter to the Romans 3 AET O 0AOI OAI I
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may prove what is

@EA'XEIL‘{E Z{Aﬁ'fEAO,EQ CITA ATA,AAAADOAAIA‘A[
00 A 00Ol U xEOA AT A AEOAAOTET ¢ OEOEIT 1T &£ OAAI EC
#EOE@gdppqs8 4EA xT OA T £ 'TA APPAAOO EAOA A0 A

tive, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit, of joints and mar-

Ol xh AT A AEOAAOT ET ¢ OEA OETH2MAD.We doiwdl alfo koGehéndd | 1 C
that the process of lectio divinais not concluded until it arrives at action (actio), which moves the be-

liever to make his or her life a gift for others in charity.

We find the supreme synthesis and fulfilment of this process in the Mother of God. For every member

I £#/ OEA EAEOEAEOI - AOU EO OEA 11T AAl 1T &£ AT AEI A AAA
AAOET ¢ OEAI LEJqQEAD AAAODOHuvgqn OEA AEOAT OAOAA OE
great plan, apparently disparate events, actions and things.[297]

[ would also like to echo what the Synod proposed about the importance of the personal reading of
SAOEPOOOAR Al 01T AO A POAAOGEAA All1iTxETC £ O OEA
tions, of gaining an indulgence either for oneself or for the faithful departed.[298] The practice of in-
dulgences[299] implies the doctrine of the infinite merits of Christ Z which the Church, as the minister

of the redemption, dispenses and applies, but it also implies that of the communion of saints, and it

OAAAEAO OO OEAO 001 xEAOAOAO AACOAA xA AOA Ol EC

DAOT AOOOAT T EAA 1T £ AAAE [BoD]AronAtAid stadifointCrie Aeddrg of thel O C
\ivorq of GAod su's‘Eains us on our joprney of penance a‘ndv conyeArsion, e‘nabl\es us to dgepen our sense pf )
AATTTCcCETC O OEA #EOOAEh AT A EAI PO OO0 Ol COf x E

we takeAup the sacr'ed‘Scriptyres in faith and read them with the Church, we walk once more with God
ET OEA [30BMOAAT 68

The word of God and Marian prayer

88. Mindful of the inseparable bond between the word of God and Mary of Nazareth, along with the
Synod Fathers [ urge that Marian prayer be encouraged among the faithful, above all in life of families,
since it is an aid to meditating on the holy mysteries found in the Scriptures. A most helpful aid, for ex-
ample, is the individual or communal recitation of the Holy Rosary,[302] which ponders the mysteries
I £ #EOEO0O0G6 O | E /3] el whidh Foge john Pdald kvishedtdehirith with the myster-
ies of light.[304] It is fitting that the announcement of each mystery be accompanied by a brief biblical
text pertinent to that mystery, so as to encourage the memorization of brief biblical passages relevant
Oi OEA T UOOAOEAO 1T £ #EOEOOGO | EAAS8

The Synod also recommended that the faithful be encouraged to pray the Angelus This prayer, simple
UAO DPOT &£ 01 Ah Al 1T x0O0 006 001 AT i1 Al T OBBGAtisAyET U
right that the People of God, families and communities of consecrated persons, be faithful to this

Marian prayer traditionally recited at sunrise, midday and sunset. In the Angeluswe ask God to grant
OEAOh OEOI OCE - AOU8O EI OAOAAOOEITh xA 1T AU EI EOA
our lives. This practice can help us to grow in an authentic love for the mystery of the incarnation.

)

The ancient prayers of the Christian East which contemplate the entire history of salvation in the light
of the Theotokosthe Mother of God, are likewise worthy of being known, appreciated and widely used.
Here particular mention can be made of the Akathistand Paraklesisprayers. These hymns of praise,
chanted in the form of a litany and steeped in the faith of the Church and in references to the Bible,
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help the faithful to meditate on the mysteries of Christ in union with Mary. In particular, the venerable
Akathisthymn to the Mother of God Z so-called because it is sung while standing Z represents one of
the highest expressions of the Marian piety of the Byzantine tradition.[306] Praying with these words
opens wide the heart and disposes it to the peace that is from above, from God, to that peace which is
Christ himself, born of Mary for our salvation.

The word of God and the Holy Land

89. As we call to mind the Word of God who became flesh in the womb of Mary of Nazareth, our heart

now turns to the land where the mystery of our salvation was accomplished, and from which the word

of God spread to the ends of the earth. By the power of the Holy Spirit, the Word became flesh in a spe-

cific time and place, in a strip of land on the edges of the Roman Empire. The more we appreciate the

O1l EOAOOCAI EOU AT A OEA O1T ENOAT AOO T &£ #EOEOOB0 DPAC
Jesus was born, where he lived and where he gave his life for us. The stones on which our Redeemer

xAl EAA AOA OOEI 1T AEAOCAA xEOE EEO 1 AiTOU AT A Al
3UTT A &AOEAOO OAAAIT T AA OEA EZAT EAEOI OO DPEOBWA xE
How important it is that in those places there be Christian communities, notwithstanding any number

of hardships! The Synod of Bishops expressed profound closeness to all those Christians who dwell in

the land of Jesus and bear witness to their faith in the Risen One. Christians there are called to serve

TT0 TT1TU AO OA AAAATT 1T &£ AAEOE &1 O OEA O1 EOAOOA
equilibrium in the life of a society which traditionally has been, and continues to be, pluralistic, multi-
ethnicand multi-OA T E ¢B§ 006 8

The Holy Land today remains a goal of pilgrimage for the Christian people, a place of prayer and pen-
ance, as was testified to in antiquity by authors like Saint Jerome.[309] The more we turn our eyes and
our hearts to the earthly Jerusalem, the more will our yearning be kindled for the heavenly Jerusalem,
the true goal of every pilgrimage, along with our eager desire that the name of Jesus, the one name
which brings salvation, may be acknowledged by all (cf. Acts4:12).

PART THREE
VERBUM MUNDO

0.7 TTA EAOC AOGAO OAAT "1 A8 )OO EO I
xET EO AlT OA O OEA &AOEAOB8O EAAOOh x|
(Jn 1:18)

N o~ N~ N =

4EA #EOOAEB0O -EOOEITd 417 o001 Al AEI 4EA 71 OA | E
The Word from the Father and to the Father

90. Saint John powerfully expresses the fundamental paradox of the Christian faith. On the one hand,

EA OAUO OEAO O1 1 1JhAS8; & AdD4:1RYIAMD wa) dahdur ithafirkidonsj our

concepts or our words ever define or embrace the infinite reality of the Most High. He remains Deus
sempermaio8 9AO 3AET O *TET Al 01 OAI 1 OJIO). Thedhlp OEA 7
AAcCi OOAT 31 1Th xET EO AOGAO xEOE OEA &AOEAOh JEAO
pdpwd8 *AOOO #EOEOO Al i A@1:0),to Ol thesedplith (Lf. Iril:47); gnd A A A
O&FO0T I EEO £0111AO0O xA EAOIn11e). in th€rholbgduEobhls BdspelJdhid A A
thus contemplates the Word from his being with God to his becoming flesh and his return to the Father

with our humanity, which he has assumed for ever. In this coming forth from God and returning to him
(cfInpodon poedcyn pxdqehpmgh #EOEOO EO POAMARIMOAA A

47


http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn306
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn307
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn308
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html#_ftn309

AAAAR AO 3AET O ) OAT AAOGO 1T &£ , Ul 1 O [300 dsGsiof Nex&rdthis3 T 1
o1 01 ObpAAEh OEA OA@ACAOAe 1T &£ OEA '"1T A xEITIT O11
‘T Adolpjgpvgs (AOA xA OAA mEOI £EI1 1 AA OEA DPOI PEAAU |
as the rain and snow come down from heaven to water and to make the earth fruitful, so too the word

£ "1 A OOEAI1T 110 OAOOOT OI 1T A AipOUh AOO EO OE
OEET ¢ Al O x E BBSHEOL). JessAlirif is thi©definjtive And effective word which came

forth from the Father and returned to him, perfectly accomplishing his will in the world.

001 Al AET ET ¢ OI OEA xi1 O1I A OEA O,iciod 1T £ EIT PA

91. The word of God has bestowed upon us the divine life which transfigures the face of the earth, mak-
ing all things new (cf. Rev21:5). His word engages us not only as hearersof divine revelation, but also
as its heralds The one whom the Father has sent to do his will (cf. JN5:36-38; 6:38-40; 7:16-18) draws
us to himself and makes us part of his life and mission. The Spirit of the Risen Lord empowers us to
proclaim the word everywhere by the witness of our lives. This was experienced by the first Christian
community, which saw the word spread through preaching and witness (cf. Acts6:7). Here we can
think in particular of the life of the Apostle Paul, a man completely caught up by the Lord (cf. Phil 3:12)
ZOEO EO 11T 1T1T1TCAO ) xEI GazxehizARDOABEBEOOI EGDEIT E
AT 1170 DPOT Al AEdoro:06k Paul knewonRlRthatwhat yvas revealed in Christ is really sal-
vation for all peoples, liberation from the slavery of sin in order to enjoy the freedom of the children of
God.

What the Church proclaims to the world is the Logos of Hopécf. 1 Pet3:15); in order to be able to live
AO01 T U AAAE 11T AT Oh TAT AT A xi1 1T AT TAAA OOEA COAA
AAAA AT A xET OEAQInd d ORAGRHTES@ whylthe rrdh is Avissidigary py her very
nature. We cannot keep to ourselves the words of eternal life given to us in our encounter with Jesus

Christ: they are meant for everyone, for every man and woman. Everyone today, whether he or she

knows it or not, needs this message. May the Lord himself, as in the time of the prophet Amos, raise up

in our midst a new hunger and thirst for the word of God (cf. Am8:11). It is our responsibility to pass

IT xEAOh AU '"TA80 COAAAh xA 1T OOOAI OAO EAOA OAAR
4EA xTOA T &£ '"ITA EO OEA O1 OOAA T £# OEA #EOOAEBJO |
92. The Synod of Bishops forcefully reaffirmed the need within the Church for a revival of the mission-

ary consciousness present in the People of God from the beginning. The first Christians saw their mis-
sionary preaching as a necessity rooted in the very nature of faith: the God in whom they believed was

OEA '"TA T &£ A1 h OEA TTA OOOA '"T A xET OAOAAI AA E
thus provided the response which, in their inmost being, all men and women awaited. The first Chris-

tian communities felt that their faith was not part of a particular cultural tradition, differing from one

people to another, but belonged instead to the realm of truth, which concerns everyone equally.

Once more it is Saint Paul who, by his life, illustrates the meaning of the Christian mission and its fun-
damental universality. We can think here of the episode related in the Acts of the Apostlesbout the

Athenian Areopagus (cf. 17:16-34). The Apostle of the Nations enters into dialogue with people of vari-

ous cultures precisely because he is conscious that the mystery of God, Known yet Unknown, which
AGAOU 1T AT AT A xii Al PAOAAEOAOh EIT xAOAO AT T £ZO0O0AA
OEAOA A OA UI O x1T OOEED AO ONct&lV:23)Ih fact, henbn@essof CBris-I Al A
OEAT DOI Al Ail ACGETT EO OEAO xA AAT OAIT1T All PAIT DI
to him is open. The novelty of the Christian message does not consist in an idea but in a fact: God has
OAOAAT AABIEIEI OA1 406 8
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The word and the Kingdom of God

wo8 #1171 OANOAT O1 uh OEA #EOOAESO I EOOEITT AATTIT O A
in her life. Rather it entails letting the Holy Spirit assimilate us to Christ himself, and thus tosharein
EEO 1T x1 [T EOOEITg O! 0 OEA &IAXDEIAWDS shidle wedwitbyourdh OI

tire life. It is the word itself which impels us towards our brothers and sisters: it is the word which illu-
minates, purifies, converts; we are only its servants.

We need, then, to discover ever anew the urgency and the beauty of the proclamation of the word for
the coming of the Kingdom of God which Christ himself preached. Thus we grow in the realization, so
clear to the Fathers of the Church, that the proclamation of the word has as its content the Kingdom of
God (cf. Mk 1:14-15), which, in the memorable phrase of Origen,[313] is the very person of Jesus
(Autobasileig). The Lord offers salvation to men and women in every age. All of us recognize how much
the light of Christ needs to illumine every area of human life: the family, schools, culture, work, leisure
and the other aspects of social life.[314] It is not a matter of preaching a word of consolation, but
rather a word which disrupts, which calls to conversion and which opens the way to an encounter with
the one through whom a new humanity flowers.

All the baptized are responsible for this proclamation

wt8 3EIAA OEA A1 OEOA O0AIDPIA T &# ' TA EO A PAIDPIA
mission of proclaiming the word of God is the task of all of the disciples of Jesus Christ based on their

" A b O B35l N Believer in Christ can feel dispensed from this responsibility which comes from the

fact of our sacramentally belonging to the Body of Christ. A consciousness of this must be revived in

every family, parish, community, association and ecclesial movement. The Church, as a mystery of com-
munion, is thus entirely missionary, and everyone, according to his or her proper state in life, is called

to give an incisive contribution to the proclamation of Christ.

Bishopsand priests in accordance with their specific mission, are the first to be called to live a life com-
pletely at the service of the word, to proclaim the Gospel, to celebrate the sacraments and to form the
faithful in the authentic knowledge of Scripture. Deacongsoo must feel themselves called to cooperate,
in accordance with their specific mission, in this task of evangelization.

N o~ N~ N =

task of proclaiming and preaching the word of God in the missio ad genteand in the most difficult

situations, for being ever ready to adapt to new situations and for setting out courageously and boldly
Aili1T¢c AZOAOE DPAOEO EI T AAOEIT C TAx AEAII BieCAO A C

The laity are called to exercise their own prophetic role, which derives directly from their Baptism, and

to bear witness to the Gospel in daily life, wherever they find themselves. In this regard the Synod Fa-
OEAOO APGPOAOOAA OOEA COAAOAOGO AOOAAI R GCOAOEOOAA
which so many of the lay faithful, and women in particular, provide with generosity and commitment

in their communities throughout the world, following the example of Mary Magdalene, the first witness

I £ OEA EI[17]ThESyHoA s0rkdOghised with gratitude that the ecclesial movements and

the new communities are a great force for evangelization in our times and an incentive to the develop-

ment of new ways of proclaiming the Gospel.[318]

AEA T AAAOOEOU 1T £ OEA Oi EOOEI AA CcAl OAOO

wuv8 )T AAITEI ¢ OpPilT All OEA EAEOEAOI O DOl Al AE
day too for a decisive commitment to the missio ad gentedn no way can the Church restrict her pas-
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Ol OAI x1 OE O1T OEA O1 OAET AOU i AET OAT AT AA6 1T £ OEI
outreach is a clear sign of the maturity of an ecclesial community. The Fathers also insisted that the

word of God is the saving truth which men and women in every age need to hear. For this reason, it

must be explicitly proclaimed. The Church must go out to meet each person in the strength of the Spirit
(cf.1Corcguq AT A AT 1T OET OA EAO POl PEAOEA AAEAT AA T E
God, while constantly seeking out the most effective ways of proclaiming that word, even at the risk of
persecution.[319] The Church feels duty-bound to proclaim to every man and woman the word that

saves (cf. Rom1:14).

Proclamation and the new evangelization

96. Pope John Paul II, taking up the prophetic words of Pope Paul VI in the Apostolic Exhortation Evan-

gelii Nuntiandi, had in a variety of ways reminded the faithful of the need for a new missionary season

for the entire people of God.[320] At the dawn of the third millennium not only are there still many

peoples who have not come to know the Good News, but also a great many Christians who need to

have the word of God once more persuasively proclaimed to them, so that they can concretely experi-

AT AA OEA PI xAO T &£ OEA '"TOPAI 8 -ATU T &£ 1 00 AOT OFE
C A1 E[ERA]AnG Bumber of cases, nations once rich in faith and in vocations are losing their identity

under the influence of a secularized culture.[322] The need for a new evangelization, so deeply felt by

iU OAT AOCAAT A 0OAAAAAOGOI Oh 1 OO0 AA OAI EAT O1 U OAA
AEA #EOOAEh OOOA T &£ EAO ,1 0A80 ZAZEAAIT EOURh 1T AOAO
vites all Christians to discover anew the attraction of following Christ.

The word of God and Christian witness

wx8 4EA EIi i AT OA EIT OEUITO 1T &£ OEA #EOOAESO | EOOEI
ways of effectively communicating the word of God. The Holy Spirit, the protagonist of all evangeliza-
OEITh xEIlT 1TAOAO Z£AE1 Ol COEAA #EOEOOGO #EOOAE
lamation keep in mind, first of all, the intrinsic relationship between the communication of Ga@l O x| O A
and Christian witnessThe very credibility of our proclamation depends on this. On the one hand, the

word must communicate every-thing that the Lord himself has told us. On the other hand, it is indis-
pensable, through witness, to make this word credible, lest it appear merely as a beautiful philosophy

or utopia, rather than a reality that can be lived and itself give life. This reciprocity between word and
witness reflects the way in which God himself communicated through the incarnation of his Word. The

xI OA T &£ "1 A OAAAEAO 1 AT AT A xi 1 AT OOEOI OCE AT A
Al E[@280 8 A DPAOOEAOI AO xAUh Ui 01T ¢ PATDPIA TAAA Oi
counter and authentic witness by adults, through the positive influence of friends and the great com-

PATU 1T &£ OEA AAARAOCGEAT Aiii Ol EOU6 8
There is a close relationship between the testimony of Scripture, as the seltAOOA OOAQET T 1 £

and the witness given by the lives of believers. One implies and leads to the other. Christian witness
communicates the word attested in the Scriptures. For their part, the Scriptures explain the witness
which Christians are called to give by their lives. Those who encounter credible witnesses of the Gospel
OEOO AT T A O OAAT EUA EIT x AEEAAOEOA 'T A0 xi OA A

98. In this interplay between witness and word we can understand what Pope Paul VI stated in the Ap-
ostolic Exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi Our responsibility is not limited to suggesting shared values to

the world; rather, we need to arrive at an explicit proclamation of the word of God. Only in this way

xEl 1 xA AA EAEOEAZAOI O #EOEOO0B80 | AT AAOAYd O4EA
later has to be proclaimed by the word of life. There is no true evangelization unless the name, the

teaching, the life, the promises, the Kingdom and the mystery of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God, are
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POl Al ABRIIAAG S8

4EA EAAO OEAO OEA bpOi Al ATl ACGETT 1T &£ OEA x1 OA 1T &£
present in the Christian consciousness from the beginning. Christ himself is the faithful and true wit-

ness (cf. Acts1:5; 3:14), it is he who testifies to the Truth (cf. Jn18:37). Here I would like to echo the
countless testimonials which we had the grace of hearing during the synodal assembly. We were pro-

foundly moved to hear the stories of those who lived their faith and bore outstanding witness to the

Gospel even under regimes hostile to Christianity or in situations of persecution.

T TA T £ OEEO OEI Ol A AAOOGA OO0 Z£AAO8 *AOOO EEI OAI
i AOOAO8 ) £ OEAU DAOOAAOGOIAS:20)Kbr thidteakdd I wold like, wixiA O O A A
the whole Church, to lift up to God a hymn of praise for the witness of our many faithful brothers and
OEOOAOO xEIT h AOGAT ET 100 AAuh EAOA CEOAT OEAEO
00 ET OEA AOOAEAZEAA AT A OEOAT #EOEOO8 ) Al Ol Ac¢
who have not yielded in the face of obstacles and even persecutions for the sake of the Gospel. We like-

wise embrace with deep fraternal affection the faithful of all those Christian communities, particularly

in Asia and in Africa, who presently risk their life or social segregation because of their faith. Here we
encounter the true spirit of the Gospel, which proclaims blessed those who are persecuted on account

of the Lord Jesus (cf. Mt 5:11). In so doing, we once more call upon the governments of nations to guar-

antee everyone freedom of conscience and religion, as well as the ability to express their faith publicly.

[326]

The Word Of God and Commitment In The World
3A0O0ET ¢ *AOOO ET OOEA 1 AAOCO T £ EEO AOAOEOAT & § -

99. The word of God sheds light on human existence and stirs our conscience to take a deeper look at

I 00 1 EOAOh ET AOI OAE AO All EOI AT EEOOI OU OOAT AC
his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gath-
AOAA Al 1 ™E2A:3113A) .Ol&wfadayd we tgnd to halt in a superficial way before the impor-

tance of the passing moment, as if it had nothing to do with the future. The Gospel, on the other hand,
reminds us that every moment of our life is important and must be lived intensely, in the knowledge

that everyone will have to give an account of his or her life. In the twenty-fifth chapter of the Gospel of
Matthewh OEA 311 T &£ -A1T AT 1 OEAAOO xEAOAOGAO xA AT 1
cuvdtmh tuvq AO ATTA TO0 116 AT A O EEI OAl £/ O) «x
gave me drink, [ was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, [ was sick and

Ul O OEOEOAA 1T Ah ) xAO EI BoEReiwbrd AGoditsdlf bnfphadizAsithh  O1
need for our engagement in the world and our responsibility before Christ, the Lord of history. As we
proclaim the Gospel, let us encourage one another to do good and to commit ourselves to justice, rec-
onciliation and peace.

The word of God and commitment to justice in society

pnm8 'TA8O0 xi OA ET OPEOAO 1 AT AT A xi i1 AT O1 AOQEI A
OAOOEZEAO Oi OEA COAAO OAI OA ET '"TAB0 AUAO T &£ A
[327] The word of God itself unambiguously denounces injustices and promotes solidarity and equal-

ity.[328]) T OEA 1 EGCEO I &£ OEA , 1T 0A80 x1 OAOh 1 AO OO0 AE

not flee from a commitment to those who suffer and the victims of forms of selfishness.
The Synod recalled that a commitment to justice and to changing our world is an essential element of
AOAT CAT EUAOEI T8 )1 OEA x1T1 OAO 1T &£ oI PA 0AOI 6)h x

the Gospel the standards of judgement, the interests, the thought-patterns, the sources of inspiration
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andlife-OOUI AO T & EOI ATEOU OEAO AOA E1T A1 1 O0OAOO xEO
[329]

For this reason, the Synod Fathers wished to say a special word to all those who take part in political

AT A O AEAT 1 EEZA8 %OAT CAI EUAOEITT AT A OEA ODOAAA
as they work for the true common good in respecting and promoting the dignity of every person. Cer-
tainly it is not the direct task of the Church to create a more just society, although she does have the

right and duty to intervene on ethical and moral issues related to the good of individuals and peoples.

It is primarily the task of the lay faithful, formed in the school of the Gospel, to be directly involved in
political and social activity. For this reason, the Synod recommends that they receive a suitable forma-
OEiT ET OEA DPOET AEDPI AO[3BiE OEA #EOOAESO Ol AEAT C
101. I would like also to call the attention of everyone to the importance of defending and promoting

the human rights of every persgmased on the natural law written on the human heart, which, as such,
AOA OOT EOAOOAIT h EIT BE] TheiChurchexpheksds thEHopk thit BylthA redoghifich

of these rights human dignity will be more effectively acknowledged and universally promoted,[332]
inasmuch as it is a distinctive mark imprinted by the Creator on his creatures, taken up and redeemed

by Jesus Christ through his incarnation, death and resurrection. The spread of the word of God cannot

fail to strengthen the recognition of, and respect for, the human rights of every person.[333]

A4EA DOI Al Ai AGETT T 4&£ "TAB0 x1 OAh OAAI T AEI EAOET I

102. Among the many areas where commitment is needed, the Synod earnestly called for the promo-
tion of reconciliation and peace. In the present context it is more necessary than ever to rediscover the
word of God as a source of reconciliation and peace, since in that word God is reconciling to himself all
things (cf. 2 Cor5:18-20; Ephp d, p 1 Qd # E O E O 6phBHE )thelo® @ho PrlaksAdva thg
walls of division. A number of interventions at the Synod documented the grave and violent conflicts
and tensions present on our planet. At times these hostilities seem to take on the appearance of inter-
religious conflict. Here I wish to affirm once more that religion can never justify intolerance or war. We
AAT 1T O EEI | [38]Each felfiénOnudt ehdoukaie the right use of reason and promote ethi-
cal values that consolidate civil coexistence.

In fidelity to the work of reconciliation accomplished by God in Jesus Christ crucified and risen, Catho-

lics and men and women of goodwill must commit themselves to being an example of reconciliation for

the building of a just and peaceful society.[335]7 A OET O1 A 1T AOAO & OCAO OEAC¢
AT T A PT xAOI AGO AAAAOOA OEA OOACEA Al AOGE 1T £ OET I
word does not waver, reminding us that peace is possible and that we ourselves must be instruments

I £ OAATTAEI EBDEIT AT A PAAAAGS

The word of God and practical charity

103. Commitment to justice, reconciliation and peace finds its ultimate foundation and fulfilment in the

love revealed to us in Christ. By listening to the testimonies offered during the Synod, we saw more

clearly the bond betweenalove-£E1 | AA EAAOET ¢ T &£ 'T A60O xI1 OA AT A
OEOOAOON All AAIT EAOAOO OET OI A OAA OEA 1TAAA O1 C
love, because this is the only way to make the Gospel proclamation credible, despite the human weak-
TAOGO OEAO | AQBDJeshspdsdedilitdugh Ahis ®ar1ddoing good (cf. Acts10:38). Listen-

ET ¢ xEOE AT AEI EOU Oi OEA xT OA T &£ 'T A ET OEA #EC
Ol xAOAO DOBA7 TAEI® A 1 AOA & cailagy @ill a3 BrAv@ne@dsaryDd A

AOGAT ET OEA 1100 EOOO OiI AEAOU 8 xET AOAO xAlT OO0 C
339]) OEAOA A& OA AT AT OOACA OEA EZEAEOEAEOI O 1 AAEOA
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AOAx ET OPEOAOEIT &EOIiI EOd O,10A EO DAOEAT O AT A
rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong

but delights in the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
, T OA 1T AORCor1d4-8.006 |

Love of neighbour, rooted in the love of God, ought to see us constantly committed as individuals and

A0 A1 AAAI AGEAI ATii OTEOUR AT OE 11T AAI AT A Ol EOR
OEAO 11 OGA EO OEA EOITTAGO 1T &£# GEA , Axh AO EO EO
stood the Scriptures, or any part of them, without striving as a result to grow in this twofold love of

"TA AT A TAECEAT OO0h 1 AEAO EO Al AG«] OEAO EA EAO 1
The proclamation of the word of God and young people

pmt8 4EA 3UITTA DPAEA DPAOOEAOI AO AOOAT OET1T O OER
Young people are already active members of the Church and they represent its future. Often we en-

counter in them a spontaneous openness to hearing the word of God and a sincere desire to know Jesus
Youth is a time when genuine and irrepressible questionsarise about the meaning of life and the direc-

tion our own lives should take. Only God can give the true answer to these questions. Concern for

young people calls for courage and clarity in the message we proclaim; we need to help young people

to gain confidence and familiarity with sacred Scripture so it can become a compass pointing out the

path to follow.[341] Young people need witnesses and teachers who can walk with them, teaching

them to love the Gospel and to share it, especially with their peers, and thus to become authentic and
credible messengers.[342]

"T A0 x1T OA TAAAO O AA POAOGAT OAA ET A xAU OEAO
and assists young people in choosing the direction they will give to their lives, including that of total
consecration to God.[343] Authentic vocations to the consecrated life and to the priesthood find fertile
ground in a faith-filled contact with the word of God. I repeat once again the appeal I made at the be-
CETTEIC T £ 11U pi1TOEEZEAAOA O 1T PAT xEAA OEA AlTTC
ing, nothing, absolutely nothing of what makes life free, beautiful and great. No! Only in this friendship

are the doors of life opened wide. Only in this friendship is the great potential of human existence truly
OAOGAAI AAg8 8 $AAO Uil 01T ¢ PAIPIAg AT 110 AA AEOAEA
rything. When we give ourselves to him, we receive a hundredfold in return. Yes, open, open wide the
doorsto Christz AT A UT O xEI I[3446ET A OOOA 1 EEAG S8

The proclamation of the word of God and migrants

105. The word of God makes us attentive to history and to emerging realities. In considering the
#EOOAEGO I EOOEIT 1T &£ AOAT CAI EUAOET T h OEA 3UTTA C
non of movements of migration, which in recent years have taken on unprecedented proportions. This

issue is fraught with extremely delicate questions about the securityof nations and the welcometo be

given to those seeking refuge or improved conditions of living, health and work. Large numbers of peo-

ple who know nothing of Christ, or who have an inadequate understanding of him, are settling in coun-

tries of Christian tradition. At the same time, persons from nations deeply marked by Christian faith

are emigrating to countries where Christ needs to be proclaimed and a new evangelization is de-

i AT AARA8 4EAOA OEOOAOQOEITO 1T £#£A0 1T Ax bl OOEAEI EQERA
Fathers stated that migrants are entitled to hear the kerygma which is to be proposed, not imposed. If

they are Christians, they require forms of pastoral care which can enable them to grow in the faith and

to become in turn messengers of the Gospel. Taking into account the complexity of the phenomenon, a
mobilization of all dioceses involved is essential, so that movements of migration will also be seen as

an opportunity to discover new forms of presence and proclamation. It is also necessary that they en-
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sure, toAthve extent posAsil‘)le', tbavt the§e our lgrqthers anq sister§ r‘eceive adequate welcome 'arld atten-
OEiTh O OEAOh O1 OAEAA AU OEA "TT A . AxOh OEAU «x
the Risen Jesus, the hope of the world.[345

The proclamation of the word of God and the suffering

pe8 $OO0ETC OEA xi OB i &£ OEA 3UTT AR OEA &AOEAOO
those who are suffering, whether physically, psychologically or spiritually. It is in times of pain that the

Ol OEi AOA NOAOOET 1T O A AhaRedherdsElvks abutklAfBIEIf h@mah whrdd steh ®©O |
fall silent before the mystery of evil and suffering, and if our society appears to value life only when it
corresponds to certain standards of efficiency and well-being, the word of God makes us see that even
OEAOGA 111 AT OO AOA T UOOAOEI 6001 U OAI AOGAAAASG AU ']
word helps us to realize that human life deserves to be lived fully, even when weakened by illness and
pain. God created us for happiness and for life, whereas sickness and death came into the world as a

result of sin (cf. Wis2:23-c 1t 8 9AO OEA &AOEAO | p& ekcllldBBeand (2 ddesAT E E
TT0 AAAOGA O1 AATA 11T OEITCIU I OAO OO0O&EEAOET ¢ EOI Al
01 100 OOAEEAOETI CO ET *AOOO EEI OAl £#h OOEA 71 OA E
AAAOE EA OITE 100 xAAET AOO ODPI[B46lEET OA1l £ AT A Ol C

*AOOO6 Al T OAT AOO Ol :iGskpiolonked i Hrhe then@sAnAhk @orkin@of thd Hol) O A 1
Spirit in the mission of the Church, in the word and in the sacraments, in men and women of good will,

AT A ET AEAOEOAAI A ET EOEAOEOAO O1 AAOOAEAT xEOE A
true face and his love. The Synod thanked God for the luminous witness, often hidden, of all the many
Christians z priests, religious and lay faithful Z who have lent and continue to lend their hands, eyes

and hearts to Christ, the true physician of body and soul. It exhorts all to continue to care for the infirm

and to bring them the life-giving presence of the Lord Jesus in the word and in the Eucharist. Those

who suffer should be helped to read the Scriptures and to realize that their condition itself enables

OEAI O OEAOA ET A OPAAEAI xAU ET #EOEOOB8DCoOAADR
4:8-11,14).[347]

The proclamation of the word of God and the poor

pnix8 3AAOAA 3AOEDPOOOA T ATEEAAOCOO ' 1 AtZs:30@RThE Al |
Synod Fathers frequently spoke of the importance of enabling these, our brothers and sisters, to hear
OEA "1 OPAl 1 AOGOGACA AT A O A@bPAOEAT AA OEA Al 1 OAI

poor are the first ones entitled to hear the proclamation of the Gospel; they need not only bread, but

Al O x1 OJR48] Thedacbnka &A&har&y, which must never be lacking in our churches, should

always be bound to the proclamation of the word and the celebration of the sacred mysteries.[349] Yet

we also need to recognize and appreciate the fact that the poor are themselves agents of evangeliza-

tion. In the Bible, the true poor are those who entrust themselves totally to God; in the Gospel Jesus
callsthemblesseh O&I O OEAEOO EO Kith:A; cf+iEsi2@. Alie Lordiexts thdsAO AT 6
plicity of heart of those who find in God true riches, placing their hope in him, and not in the things of
OEEO x1 Ol A8 4EA #EOOAE AATT1T0O0 1AO OEA PITO Al x1
OEAi h OF COEAA OEAI ET OEAEO EAEOE AT A3501 AT AT C

The Church also knows that poverty can exist as a virtue, to be cultivated and chosen freely, as so many

saints have done. Poverty can likewise exist as indigence often due to injustice or selfishness, marked

Au EOT CAO AT A TAAAR AT A AO A O1 OOAA 1T &£ Al 1l £l EA
OEAO A OOEOOOT OO AEOAI Ad 1 OO0 Atdbebrodennt tBefpdverdy A O x
whichisto be combatedl xA T AAA O OAAEOAIT OAO Oi T AAOAOGET 1

C
A
/
OEAO AOA Al Ol | EOAOOAT 8 4EEO Al OAEImI®D AAAEOEI I
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The proclamation of the word of God and the protection of creation

prty8 %l CACAI AT O xEOE OEA xI1 Ol Ah AO AAT AT AAA AU
tire created cosmos, which contains traces of that word through whom all things were made (cf. Jn

1:2). As men and women who believe in and proclaim the Gospel, we have a responsibility towards
AOAAOCEI T8 2A0AI ACEIT 1T AEAO ETT xT "TA80 DI AT A C
taken attitude which refuses to view all created realities as a reflection of their Creator, but instead as

mere raw material, to be exploited without scruple. Man thus lacks that essential humility which would
enable him to see creation as a gift from God, to be received and used in accordance with his plan. In-
OOAAAR OEA AOOI CATAA 1T &£ EOI AT AAET CO xEI 1 EOA C
ure nature, failing to see it as the handiwork of the creative word. In this theological context, | would

I EEA Ol AAEIT OEA OOAOAI AT OO 1T £ OEA 3UITTA &AOEAC
OAOGOAA OI AU 3AOEDPOOOA AT A AU OEA #EOOAEGO 1 EOE
DOl i 1T O0AO AT AOOEAT OEA AAT 1T CU xEEAE EAO EOO AAR
OAT AxAA OEATI T CEAAI OAT OEQEOEOU O OEABQR]WeAl AOC
need to be re-educated in wonder and in the ability to recognize the beauty made manifest in created
realities.[353]

The Word Of God And Culture
The value of culture for the life of humanity

pnw8 3AET O *TET 60 DPOI Al Al AGETT OEAO OEA 71'OAAZGR
word and the human wordsby which he communicates with us. In this context the Synod Fathers con-
sidered the relationship between the word of God and culture. God does not reveal himself in the ab-

stract, but by using languages, imagery and expressions that are bound to different cultures. This rela-
tionship has proved fruitful, as the history of the Church abundantly testifies. Today it is entering a

new phase due to the spread of the Gospel and its taking root within different cultures, as well as more
recent developments in the culture of the West. It calls in the first place for a recognition of the impor-

tance of culture as such for the life of every man and woman. The phenomenon of culture is, in its vari-

I 00 AOPAAOOR AT AOOAT OEAT AAOOI 1T &£ EOI AT AGPAOE
properly his, and which in turn creates among persons a bond which is properly theirs, one which de-

~ s s~ A

termines theinter-E O1 AT AT A Ol AEAT AEAORBRAIOAO 1T £ EOI A1l AQE

Down the centuries the word of God has inspired different cultures, giving rise to fundamental moral

values, outstanding expressions of art and exemplary life-styles.[355] Hence, in looking to a renewed
encounter between the Bible and culture, I wish to reassure all those who are part of the world of cul-
OOOA OEAO OEAU EAOA 11 OEETC OF MEAAO &£OTIT 1T DBATTA
but rather is a constant stimulus to seek ever more appropriate, meaningful and humane forms of ex-
pression. Every authentic culture, if it is truly to be at the service of humanity, has to be open to tran-
scendence and, in the end, to God.

The Bible, a great code for cultures

110. The Synod Fathers greatly stressed the importance of promoting a suitable knowledge of the Bible
among those engaged in the area of culture, also in secularized contexts and among non-believers.
[356] Sacred Scripture contains anthropological and philosophical values that have had a positive in-
fluence on humanity as a whole.[357] A sense of the Bible as a great code for cultures needs to be fully
recovered.
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Knowledge of the Bible in schools and universities

111. One particular setting for an encounter between the word of God and culture is that of schools and
universities. Pastors should be especially attentive to this milieu, promoting a deeper knowledge of the
Bible and a grasp of its fruitful cultural implications also for the present day. Study centres supported
by Catholic groups offer a distinct contribution to the promotion of culture and education Z and this
ought to be recognized. Nor must religious educationbe neglected, and religion teachers should be
given careful training. Religious education is often the sole opportunity available for students to en-
counter the message of faith. In the teaching of religion, emphasis should be laid on knowledge of sa-
cred Scripture, as a means of overcoming prejudices old and new, and enabling its truth to be better
known.[358]

Sacred Scripture in the variety of artistic expressions

112. The relationship between the word of God and culture has found expression in many areas, espe-
cially in the arts For this reason the great tradition of East and West has always esteemed works of art
inspired by sacred Scripture, as for example the figurative arts and architecture, literature and music. I
think too of the ancient language expressed by icons which from the Eastern tradition is gradually
spreading throughout the world. With the Synod Fathers, the whole Church expresses her apprecia-
OEITh AOOAAI AT A AAI EOAOQGEIT 1T &£ OEi OA AOOEOOO O
the sacred texts. They have contributed to the decoration of our churches, to the celebration of our

faith, to the enrichment of our liturgy and many of them have helped to make somehow perceptible, in

time and space, realities that are unseen and eternal.[359] I encourage the competent offices and

groups to promote in the Church a solid formation of artists with regard to sacred Scripture in the light

N o~ N o~ N o

I £ OEA #EOOAEB3O 1 EOEI C 40AAEOQEIT AT A EAO 1 ACEOC
The word of God and the means of social communication

113. Linked to the relationship between the word of God and culture is the need for a careful and intel-
ligent use of the communications media, both old and new. The Synod Fathers called for a proper

knowledge of these media; they noted their rapid development and different levels of interaction, and

asked for greater efforts to be made in gaining expertise in the various sectors involved, particularly in

the new mediasuch as the internet. The Church already has a significant presence in the world of mass
communications, and her magisterium has frequently intervened on the subject, beginning with the

Second Vatican Council.[360] Discovering new methods of transmitting the Gospel message is part of

the continuing evangelizing outreach of those who believe. Communications today take place through a

x1 Ol AxEAA 1T AOx1 OEh AT A OEOO GEOA TAx 1 AATET ¢ OI
OEA 1 ECEON AT A xEAO Ui O EAAO xEMIPRAOAAE DDORBDAE
resound not only in the print media, but in other forms of communication as well.[361] For this reason,
together with the Synod Fathers, | express gratitude to those Catholics who are making serious efforts

to promote a significant presence in the world of the media, and I ask for an ever wider and more

qualified commitment in this regard.[362

Among the new forms of mass communication, nowadays we need to recognize the increased role of

the internet, which represents a new forum for making the Gospel heard. Yet we also need to be aware

that the virtual world will never be able to replace the real world, and that evangelization will be able

to make use of the virtual world offered by the new media in order to create meaningful relationships

only if it is able to offer the personal contactwhich remains indispensable. In the world of the internet,

which enables billions of images to appear on millions of screens throughout the world, the face of

Christit AAAG O1 AA OAAT AT A EeO Oi EAA EAAOAh & O OE
I Al[%68
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The Bible and inculturation

114. The mystery of the incarnation tells us that while God always communicates in a concrete history,
taking up the cultural codes embedded therein, the same word can and must also be passed on in dif-
ferent cultures, transforming them from within through what Pope Paul VI called the evangelization of
cultures[364] The word of God, like the Christian faith itself, has a profoundly intercultural character;
it is capable of encountering different cultures and in turn enabling them to encounter one another.

[365]

Here too we come to appreciate the importance of the inculturation of the Gospel.[366] The Church is

firmly convinced that the word of God is inherently capable of speaking to all human persons in the

Al 1 OAgO 1T £ OEAEO 1T x1 AOI OOOAg OOEEO AiI 1T OEAOQEIT
of Genesis, adopts a universalist stance (cf. Gen1:27-28), maintains it subsequently in the blessing

promised to all peoples through Abraham and his offspring (cf. Gen12:3; 18:18), and confirms it defini-
OEOAT U ET A@OAT AET ¢ O OAITlT I3 ﬁ&wm@mmmﬁmmﬁﬁlAlA
is not to be confused with processes of superficial adaptation, much less with a confused syncretism

which would dilute the uniqueness of the Gospel in an attempt to make it more easily accepted.[368]

4EA AOOEAT OEA DPAOAAECI T &£ ET AOI OOOAOETT EO OEA
OET AOI OOOAOQOEIT T8 xEIT 000I U AA A OA&E AACETT 1T 4& C
regenerated by the Gospel, brings forth from its own living tradition original expressions of Christian

EAZAh AAT AA OADE ketvindab deavOrEnitinGle D dlftulture, enhancing the semina
Verbiand all those positive elements present within that culture, thus opening it to the values of the

Gospel.[370]

Translating the Bible and making it more widely available

ppu8 4EA ET AOI OOOAOQETT 1T &£ "T A0 x1 OA EO Al ET OR
cisive moment in this process is the diffusion of the Bible through the precious work of translation into
different languages. Here it should always be remembered that the work of translation of the Scrip-
OO0OAO EAA AAAT O1 AROOAEAT OAlI OAAAU ET OEA /1A 4
was translated orally into Aramaic (Neh8:8,12) and later in written form into Greek. A translation, of

course, is always more than a simple transcription of the original texts. The passage from one language

to another necessarily involves a change of cultural context: concepts are not identical and symbols

EAOA A AEAAAOAT O 1 AATET Ch A& O OEAU AIi A ODP ACAE
[371]

During the Synod, it was clear that a number of local Churches still lack a complete translation of the

Bible in their own languages. How many people today hunger and thirst for the word of God, yet re-

i AET AAPOEOAA 1T &£ OEA OxEAAI U [3R20dksrdd Aykte SecoddA&idkd O C
Council! For this reason the Synod considered it important, above all, to train specialists committed to
translating the Bible into the various languages.[373] I would encourage the investment of resources

in this area. In particular I wish to recommend supporting the work of the Catholic Biblical Federation,

with the aim of further increasing the number of translations of sacred Scripture and their wide diffu-
sion.[374] Given the very nature of such an enterprise, it should be carried out as much as possible in
cooperation with the different Bible Societies.

'T A0 xT OA OOAT OAAT AO AOI OOOAI 1 EI EOO
ppe8 4EA OUTT AAT AOOAI Aiuh ET EOO AEOAOQOOOEIT 1A
the need to reaffirm something that the earliest Christians had experienced beginning on the day of

Pentecost (Acts2:1-2). The word of God is capable of entering into and finding expression in various
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cultures and languages, yet that same word overcomes the limits of individual cultures to create fel-

1T xOEED AAOxAAT AEEAEAOAT O PAT PI AO8 4EA ,1 OAGO «x
OAOO ATi 1 OTEITT8 O07TA AOAAPA OEA 1 EI EOAOQGEITO T A I
truly universal. Entering into communion with the word of God, we enter into the communion of the

#EOOAE xEEAE 1 EOAO OEA xIT OA 1T &£ '"TA8 8 YO 1 AATO
OEA O1 EOAOOAT EOU OEAO AT 11 AAOO Al I[375] The prodAn@tioA 1 1 h
I £ "TA30 xI OE OEOO Al xAUuO AAI AT AOh T &£ 00 ET OER

limited standards and imaginations in order to make room for the presence of Christ.
The Word Of God and Interreligious Dialogue
The value of interreligious dialogue

117. The Church considers an essential part of the proclamation of the word to consist in encounter,
dialogue and cooperation with all people of good will, particularly with the followers of the different
religious traditions of humanity. This is to take place without forms of syncretism and relativism, but
AlT1C OEA 1ETAO ETAEAAOAA AU ONbska Aitdahdisvbsedudh@E A AT
developed by the magisterium of the Popes.[376] Nowadays the quickened pace of globalization makes

it possible for people of different cultures and religions to be in closer contact. This represents a provi-
dential opportunity for demonstrating how authentic religiosity can foster relationships of universal
fraternity. Today, in our frequently secularized societies, it is very important that the religions be capa-

ble of fostering a mentality that sees Almighty God as the foundation of all good, the inexhaustible

source of the moral life, and the bulwark of a profound sense of universal brotherhood.

Inthe Judeo-# EOEOOEAT OOAAEQEITTh A& O AgAibPi Ah T1TA EET.
ET OEA Al OAT AT O xEOE .1 AE EA EITET O OEAI EIT ITTA
Al T O®@ed9613,%4,16) and, according to the words of the prophets, he desires to gather them into a

single universal family (cf. Is 2:2ff; 42:6; 66:18-21; Jer4:2; Ps47). Evidence of a close connection be-

tween a relationship with God and the ethics of love for everyone is found in many great religious tra-

ditions.

Dialogue between Christians and Muslims

118. Among the various religions the Church also looks with respect to Muslims, who adore the one
God.[377] They look to Abraham and worship God above all through prayer, almsgiving and fasting.
We acknowledge that the Islamic tradition includes countless biblical figures, symbols and themes.
Taking up the efforts begun by the Venerable John Paul II, I express my hope that the trust-filled rela-
tionships established between Christians and Muslims over the years will continue to develop in a
spirit of sincere and respectful dialogue.[378] In this dialogue the Synod asked for a deeper reflection
on respect for life as a fundamental value, the inalienable rights of men and women, and their equal
dignity. Taking into account the important distinction to be made between the socio-political order and
the religious order, the various religions must make their specific contribution to the common good.
The Synod asked Conferences of Bishops, wherever it is appropriate and helpful, to encourage meet-
ings aimed at helping Christians and Muslims to come to better knowledge of one another, in order to
promote the values which society needs for a peaceful and positive coexistence.[379]

Dialogue with other religions

ppw8 (AOA O1TiT ) xEOE OI OiEAA OEA #EOOAEGO OAOE
the various continents. These contain values which can greatly advance understanding between indi-
viduals and peoples.[380] Frequently we note a consonance with values expressed also in their reli-
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gious books, such as, in Buddhism, respect for life, contemplation, silence, simplicity; in Hinduism, the
sense of the sacred, sacrifice and fasting; and again, in Confucianism, family and social values. We are
also gratified to find in other religious experiences a genuine concern for the transcendence of God, ac-
knowledged as Creator, as well as respect for life, marriage and the family, and a strong sense of soli-
darity.

Dialogue and religious freedom

120. All the same, dialogue would not prove fruitful unless it included authentic respect for each per-

son and the ability of all freely to practise their religion. Hence the Synod, while encouraging coopera-

OET 1T AAOxAAT OEA A 111 xA0O0 1T £ OEA AEAZZAOAT O OAI
AROO T1TA60 OAITECEITh DPOEOAOGAI U AT A DPOAI EAI Uh Al
ARl EABRAGODEAAAR OOAODPAAO AT A AEAIT T COA OANOEOA OF
which concerns basic freedoms, more particularly religious freedom. Such respect and dialogue foster
DAAAA AT A O1 AAOOOAT B ¢ AAOxAAT DAI Pl AOd 8

CONCLUSION
'TA80 AAEZET EOEOA x1 OA

121. At the conclusion of these reflections with which I have sought to gather up and examine more

fully the rich fruits of the Twelfth Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops on the word of

God in the life and mission of the Church, I wish once more to encourage all the People of God, pastors,
consecrated persons and the laity, to become increasingly familiar with the sacred Scriptures. We must

never forget that all authentic and living Christian spirituality is based on the word of God proclaimed,
accepted, celebrated and meditated upon in the Chufthis deepening relationship with the divine

word will take place with even greater enthusiasm if we are conscious that, in Scripture and the
#EOOAESO 1 EOET C 40AAEOQCEITh xA OOAT A AAEI OA ' 1 AG
AEA 0OT 1T COA T &£ *TETH60 "1 OPAI 1T AAAOG OO0 O1 bilTAA
the Word. The Word goes forth from the Father, comes to dwell in our midst and then returns to the

Father in order to bring with him the whole of creation which was made in him and for him. The

Church now carries out her mission in eager expectation of the eschatological manifestation of the

"OEAACOITi1d OOEA 3DEOE GevRilA. THiskExhectAtiorEshdver Pabsive O# 1 |
rather it is a missionary drive to proclaim the word of God which heals and redeems every man. Today
Oi'i OEA 2EOAT *AOOO OAUO O 00qg O'1 ETOI All OE

O E T Mkd6:15).
New evangelization and a new hearing

pcg8 /00 T x1 OEiIi Ah OEATh 1000 AA ETAOAAOGEIT CI U i
gelization. Recovering the centrality of the divine word in the Christian life leads us to appreciate anew

the deepest meaning of the forceful appeal of Pope John Paul II: to pursue the missio ad genteand vig-
orously to embark upon the new evangelization, especially in those nations where the Gospel has been
forgotten or meets with indifference as a result of widespread secularism. May the Holy Spirit awaken

a hunger and thirst for the word of God, and raise up zealous heralds and witnesses of the Gospel.

Following the example of the great Apostle of the Nations, who changed the course of his life after

hearing the voice of the Lord (cf. Acts9:1-c tdh 1 AO OO0 O1 1 EAAO 'T A80 xI
sonally, here and now. The Holy Spirit, we are told in the Acts of the Apostleset Paul and Barnabas

apart to proclaim and spread the Good News (cf. 13:2). In our day too, the Holy Spirit constantly calls
convinced and persuasive hearers and preachers of the word of the Lord.
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The word and joy

pco8 4EA COAAOGAO T 00 TPATTAOGO O61 "TA8O0 x1 OAh OE
 UOOAOU 1T &£ 0AT OAAT 0O EO OAEEIT ¢ DPI AAA ET '"TAB0 #
gifts upon the Church to guide us into all truth, to show us the meaning of the Scriptures and to make

us credible heralds of the word of salvation before the world. Thus we return to the First Letter of
SAETO *TEIT8 )1 '"TA8O xI OAh xA Oi 1T EAOA EAAOAhRh x
welcomed by grace the proclamation that eternal life has been revealed, and thus we have come to ac-
knowledge our fellowship with one another, with those who have gone before us marked with the sign

of faith, and with all those who throughout the world hear the word, celebrate the Eucharist and by

their lives bear witness to charity. This proclamation has been shared with us 7 the Apostle John re-
mindsuszOT OEAO O 600 ET Dini:4AU AA AT i bl AOASG j

The synodal assembly enabled us to experience all that Saint John speaks of: the proclamation of the

word creates communionand brings about joy. This is a profound joy which has its origin in the very

heart of the trinitarian life and which is communicated to us in the Son. This joy is an ineffable gift

which the world cannot give. Celebrations can be organized, but not joy. According to the Scripture, joy

is the fruit of the Holy Spirit (cf. Gal5:22) who enables us to enter into the word and enables the divine

xI OA O AT OAO ET O OO0 AT A O AAAO AEOOEO £ O AOR
Holy Spirit, we also wish to share the source of true joy, not a superficial and fleeting joy, but the joy

born of the awareness that the Lord Jesus alone has words of everlasting life (cf. Jn6:68).

O- AOGAO 6AOAE AO -AOAO 1 AAOGEOEAAS

pgt8 4EEO Al T OA OAI AOCEI 1 OEEDP AAOxAAT ' 1T AGO0 xI1 OA
OEA x1 OAO 1 £ 3AET O %l EUAAAOEq O"1 AOOAA EO OEA x
ObT EAT O E A x1:A5) MddyHs/blessell Kodhuse she has faith, because she believed, and

in this faith she received the Word of God into her womb in order to give him to the world. The joy

AT O1T 1T &£ OEA 71 OA AAT 11 x AgbAT A O1 Al1 OEI OA xE
The Gospel of Lukb OAOAT OO OEEO 1 UOOAOU 1T &£ EAAOET ¢ AT A El
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crowd who blesses the womb that bore him and the breasts that nursed him, Jesus reveals the secret of
OOOA ET Ug O"1 AOOAA OAOGEAO AOA OEI OA xET EAAO OE
- AOUBO OOOA COAT AAOOh 1 AEET C EO bi OOEAT A & O AA
word received and put into practice. I remind all Christians that our personal and communal relation-

ship with God depends on our growing familiarity with the word of God. Finally, I turn to every man

and woman, including those who have fallen away from the Church, who have left the faith or who

EAOA T AOAO EAAOA OEA DOl Al AT ACEIT 1T &£ OAI OGAOEIT T 8
and knock; if anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he

x EOE Re&:20).j

May every day of our lives thus be shaped by a renewed encounter with Christ, the Word of the Father

i AAA &£ AOEq EA OOAT A0 AO OEA AAGCEITT EIT CCOMi1A.L&HE A
00 AA OEI AT O ET 1T OAAO O EAAO OEA ,1 0A80 xi OA A
Spirit it may remain in our hearts and speak to us all the days of our lives. In this way the Church will

always be renewed and rejuvenated, thanks to the word of the Lord which remains for ever (cf. 1 Pet

1:25; 1s 40:8). Thus we too will enter into the great nuptial dialogue which concludes sacred Scripture:
O4EA 3DEOEO AT A OEA AOEAA OAUq O#i11A88 '1TA 1AO

OEAOA OEET ¢Oh OAUOd O300AI U ) AiRev22i17,8).¢C OI i 1 AG8
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of my Pontificate.
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